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Today there is a great desl of emphasis on modern mathe~-
matics, S3ince mathematies is needed more than ever before,
students should asquire a better understanding of the meaning of
numbers, Resently, many schools have changed to a modern mathe=
matics program, I have studied how the New Milford, Connecticut
Public Schools went about putting s new mathematica program into
effect,

A great deal of planning went into the new program before
it was presented to the children, First, the teachers met to dis~
cuss the various programs, They felt that they wanted a program
whioh would provide a deeper understanding of mathematies,

After mich deliberation, the Greater Cleveland Mathematios
Program was chosen by the teachers and the administration as the
best program to meet the needs of the students of the school, The
things they liked about the prograam wers simplified work sheets,
sultable teaching aids, the conoceptual approsch to mathematiocs,
the spiral method of teaching to reinforee learning and a compre=
hensive teagher's msnual,

In-serviece courses were held to prepare the teachers for
the new program, Once the program was officially started, Grade
Level meetings were held to iron ocut any difficulties encountered
when presenting the new material to the ehildrea.

At the same time, a modern mathematics course for parents
was started., In a town where the average adult education course
has difficulty drawing the ten or twelve members necessary to
meet expenses, two hundred people signed up for modern mathematics,
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thus proving that they were roslly interested, The most gratifye-
ing thing of all wes the faot that this interest was maintained
during the entire ten waeks ol the goursc.

foward the end of the Lirst jear, the teachera were
asked to svaiuate the new prograa, They wera given a questionnaire
and teld to list the things they liked and disliked about the new
progrsa, MNHost of the anawers seamed to indisate that the teashers
were pleased with the new prograzi. They felt thast meny of the
diffioulties enecuntersd would be ironsd out with time end
sxperiense.

Tuo years sfter the ineeption of the new progras, b
interviewed a teacher who had taught both traditionsl mathematioes
and modern mathematies im the Kew Millord Public Schools. She
was very enthusiastie about the new progres. She felt that she
would hate to go back to the traditional way of tesching mathew
antics Decsuge tie ne¥ prozram wWes aueh uore interesting. She
said she was teaching more advancod ecncepts with better umdere
standing then ever bLefors.

All the ehiidpen in tae Mew Milrord Elementary Sohools
are given ths Hetropolitan Aohlevement Tests each April, This is
a standard exsmination zeared to test aritbaetic skills teught in
the traditional mathematies progrexs, It was found that the
ehildren did st lesst as well in oomputationel akills under the
‘ueacrn mathematies epprosch sp they did under the traditicnal
approach, khile moders mathematles prograws atill stress ability
in somputational skills, the major saphasis is on understending

and oreativity,
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