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A report by the Commission on Mgthematics, begun
in 1955, has becn partly responsible for a revolution in
the field of mathcmatics, Chang:s have occurred that
have had a very definite ffect on the teaching of mathew.
matics, Numerous changes have come from the many writing
groups who began work shortly aft-r the Commission made
its initial report. All of these groups wrre intent on
improving the mathemetics curriculum, Some of the better
known writing groups were the School Mathematics Study
Group, The grester Clevelsnd Group and The Macison Group.

A comparison between what three groups offer and
those of the more traditional types of progrem still used
in many school today, shows that with the new math there
is, as claimed by the writers, nothing new in the material
but ¢ verything new sbout the way it 1s prescnted., The
timing, the vocabulery, the methematical proecedurew-all
of these have changed, The new programs all claim that
they are not teaching separete bloecks of mathematics
through rote memorization, instead the teaching is to be
through a continual study of structures, patterns and
relationships,.

Attention drawn to some of the changrs that have
contributed to what is going on in methemetics today

shows that mesthematice tcachers are cxpericncine mesny new


LIBSA
QA135.5.W66



QA135.5.W66

demanis., But the thecory ie put forth thet shocking es the
demands may cecm on first encounter, the procsdure of
mreting snd snswering them 1s a meturing ons that prome
ices pgretifying returns for serious «fforts.

Other causcs of this revolution are found to bes
(1) reecarch in mathematics, (2) automation, (2) auto-
matie “icitel computers, (li) the change in the relstiona
ehip betw: en methrmetice and sclener, All of these have
led directly end indirectly to the revolution thet perents
teschire, stud-nts snd a'ministratore are rxperiercing,

In 1llustreting the chenges occcurring, att:ntion
directed to the «ffects of the chenge on the mathematics
program in the Washington, Connecticut public schools
chowe ¢ someé of the problems faced by all concerned, The
four major problem arces here were: (1) recognition by
the staff of the nred for a ncw mathematice program, (2)
selection of a new program, (3) scl ction of stu‘ents for
the program, (i) :valuation of the new pro-ram,

In summary, the conclusion is drawn that the efa.
fects of the revolution is producins desirsble results,
Recomm ndetions mess concern not the actusl program but
rath-r the m- chenices of krepinr the program goinr succrssa-
fully. Coverecd sre: (1) the nced for a good valuation
of th+ program yearly, (2) the nred for sn in-serviecr ine
stitute training progrem, (3) the nced of having ‘efinite
goele for & program and of having more definite criteria

for selretion of sturents for the new progcrem,
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