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In thipe thesie the anthor has taken the corvelstions

mputational adility and yreading comprehension and
uped them sz an aid to prodieting the susoese of 2 ptudent
in Algedre One,. These eorrelations were made using the
soores Trom the Yous Tests of Téueational Developwent, pud~
1ished by Zoience Rescaroh Aspoeiates, Inas. The algebraie
ashiovement of this sample of fifty students was seasured
by the Algebru Ome Mid-Year ramination they had all taken,
Yor purposes of comparison 2ll ssores were corverted into
estogorise.

Prom the dattery of Town Tests of Féucatiomal Develop-
s, two tests were selested, The test entitled Ability To
Do Quantitative Thinking was used ap an indicator of somputa-
tionsl ability and the ome ssliled ABility To Interpret Reading
Materials in the Naturel Seiences was used as the dDest indi-
saceess in algebra. OConpariscms were 2lso safe using & vead-
ing averege soore Bat the results were not as sonelusive as
sedenees.

Figat the soores fyom the tests of eomputational aM ity
were compared with thope from the Algedrs One Mid<Tear Fyom-
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ination. In this comparisen 1t war noted that computational
aME1ity 1 & Better predictor of fuilure or poor seoring in
algedya, In other words, a stufent sgooring low in sompmta~
tional sbMlity will generally secre low in algebra, Wt ome
sooring Migh in eomputation will not necessarily seore Mgh
in slgedws,
wre sompared with those of the Algebrs One Mid-Tesr Fuamina~
tion. In this comparison, the realing comprehension seemed
e de 2 Detter indieator of zucoess In alpebra. A student
Mgh in algedre, and ono seoring in the middle in veading oom~
sarily secve low in algebwe.
usod the Doudle~Intry Fxpeetandy Tobles to compare zll thrwe
simltanecusly. The use of the double-entry tadles showed
oven more olearly the correlations Detween resding soepro~
hension and suosess in algedva in the middle and high growps,
in algebra in the low grewp,

The next step was to devise o wethod of predisting the
suogess of & student in Algedra One Sefoye e started the
course. This was done by using the Selenee Resesreh Aspogintes
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Testn Of Téucstionsl Development whioh are very similar to

the Iowa Tests of Fduostional Development but ave given in

grades pix through eigit, Seores from these tests werw ob-
tained for as many of the students in the sample ap pospidble
and oorrelsted with thelir seores from the lowa Tests, Then,
uping thw Selence Researeh Assceictes Tests as predictors of
suseess in Algedra One, the suthor set up Ms oriteria for

grouping prospestive algebra students iato one of three
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