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AN ABSTRACT FROM THE ORGANIZATION ABD ADMINISTRATION
OF LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARIES

The present conditions of the schools of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod were determined by a ques-
tionnaire survey. Nearly 100% of the Atlantic Distriect
schoois were sampled, as well as 10% of the schools out-
side the Atlantic District of the Missourl Synod. Approxi-
mately 90% of the 195 questlonnaires sent out were returned
giving decisive information regarding the size of library
collections and the most popular methods of organization
and administration in the many areas of library service.
The survey indicated that Lutheran elementary schools have
far to go to meet accepted standards for their libraries.

Standards for elementary school libraries are for-
mulated by three agencles: (1) state departments of educa-
tion; (2) the five regional accrediting agencies for secon-
dary schools and colleges; and (3) at the national level by
the American Assoclation of 8chool Librarians, a division
of both the American Library Assoclation and the Natlonal
Education Assoclation. Feﬁ state or regional accrediting
assoclations recommend greater quantitative standards than
those published by the American Assoclatlon of School Lib~-
rarians in 1960. The goals set for Lutheran school libraries

are also comparable to those of the American Assoclation of
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School Librarians.

Recent teaching trends,, textbook formats, and the
lack of variety of religious materials at publlc llbrariles
have become the most important reasons for establishing 1ib-
raries in Lutheran schools as centers of enrichment and self-
directed 1éarging.

Lutheran school faculties have shown considerable
initiative and creativity in their search for ways to pro-
vide 1library services for thelr students. Library experience
and financial support are needed in greater"proportionsw

The survey shoﬁed that a considerable number of
schools have appointed a librarian. In addition, a good num=-
ber of these librarians have had the good sense to organize
theilr schools' collections according to the Dewey Decimal
system of classification. This system of classification 1s
the most efficient method qf providing adequate instruction
for thelr pupils at a time when library research is being
emphasized in the general elementary curriculum.

| Because of a variety of circumstances among Luth-
eran schools, many detalls of library organization must be
‘left to those who are.best acquainted with local situations,
The need for properly functioning libraries organized by the
simplest possible methods is.constantlj stressed. Neverthe-
less, there is no way out in many areas of library work. Only
time,. effort, study, and experience will solve many of the
problems involved.

And what of the futuret? The superintendents of par-
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ish education are now encouraging all Lutheran schools to
meet common standards. To accomplish this feat in the fleld
of library services many‘superintendents may hire qualified
traveling librarians. These librarians would provide the
education and experience needed to set up the school 1ib-
rariaa‘within a district. This pfactice would hopefully
parallel the recent trend téward consolldated public school
library services in order to eliminate duplication of effort
among small school librarians. It certainly would be a great

blessing to'the libraries of Lutheran elementary schools.,
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