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In this rapidly changing world textbook learning
alone has become inadequate, The need for elementary
school libraries has thus become very important, 4An ef-
feotive library program ptovtdoa a nost preductive envi-
ronment for the mental growth and development of studeats
in the achool. This is accomplished through the coopera-
tion of the prineipal, the temching staff and the librarian.

Z?he school library is a place where pupils can study,
hrowse and 4o research, independently, in groups or as a
whole ¢lass. The library has saterial for these purposes,
arranged in a systematic way, and is easily located.

Worthwhile library experiencee should involve read-
ing aloud to youngsters, listening and participation dy
them. Library instructions, eonducted by the clementary
#chool librarisn and followed up by the clessroom teszcher,
wvho stays in the library during that time, should include:
introduotion to the library and its organigation, knowing
various parts of a book, clessification and arran&ennnt of
booke eand materiale, understanding the use of the card cat-
alog, knowing how to uee the encyclopediss, dictionaries,
developing skills in the use of specirnl reference materials,
and other areas of printed information, With the teacher's
encoursgement of the pupils in the classroom, the library
experience is much more reinforced and meaningful, Unly
then are the broad areas of literature taught with greuter
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understanding and apyrodi&tion. Children can be motivated
in a oryativo sence through the use of the librery. MKaking
dieplays about books and wriiting poetry can help & child to
bring forth his abilitlee in art, oreative writing and
dramstic arts. Ohoosing ohildren as library helpers en-
yanoes thelr int.rento_abaut the library, its importance
and function., Thus a good library program atresases gui-
dance and is trying to oreate good library habits in con-
ccntt&tiqn. orderliness, self-diecipline, responsibility,
and respeat for others as well as for library property.
A librarian, who is patient, good-natured, tactful, cheer-
ful and friendly, influences others in such a way that they
in turn respond in a similar manner,

Ro library program can be effective without the prine-
vcipalfa support, understanding and leadership. It is the
administrator who points out to the community that & li-
brary program with a full-time, qualified and certified 1li-
brarian is & minimum reguirement.

With the help of the teaching stuff, the librarian
selects the appropriate materisl for the library, whioh
later hus to te ordered, processed, organized, accessioned,
labeled, circulated and thus made available to teachers and
studente, Daily routines have to be attended to besides the
library instructions. Therefore, it is unfortunate that
Rany times the library service is judged not by its differ-
ent daily activities but by statistics. Yet it is the qual-
ity and not the quantity which is an important factor.
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Having a 1ibrary in the elementsry school means that
the public librery becomes more important to the students
of the community. Not omly are the hours more convenient,
but the pudlie librgry can also provide additional meterial
which oan ccuplcneni that of the school library.

An understanding between the school, its library snd
the community will provide for a pleassant and peaceful oo~
existence. The people then will lend their support where
needed, and see to it that the sduocation provided is the
type of which everyone is proud,
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