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John Stuart i1l wes 3 politicel philosopher and has
been ascclaimed by many es an srohitect of our present day
democratic scclaties. At sn esrly ese, he begsn s rigorous
end extensive program of study prescribed by his fether
whiich prepared him for his lifetime smbitlion. His know-
ledge of logle, the Ureek philosophers and his close
assoclation with the Penthamite School of his father, sll
combined, prepared him for the future.

Certalinly, he was & progresesiva thinker for his tinse.
He proposad many radicel changer of government. Compulsory
edvcation, prohibition of Lfmprovident merrisgas, limitstion
on hourse of lebor and woman's sulfrage sre only & few of
the reforms which ¥11)l had recommended for gocleaty. Using
the hoeslc premize of the Utilitsrien 8School, "The grestest
happinesa for the grestest number," he pursusd a singuler
quest for refors ia the Victorisn Parlisment. iHelentless
in his pursult of nis damocratic theorizsas, his education
enablod him to form loglcsl arysumants with sylloglatie
proofs in support of his besic premise.

Ironically, %he veory education which »es & basic tool
in sheping hie philosrophy was aleo, at times, & hindrsnce
to him. His isclated childhood snd regimented system of
education combined to maeke him s very analyticsl thinker,
but deprived him of his own basle humenity. He was never
gble to understand his own emotion2 or, for that matter,

the smotions of others. Nuch of this ceused sn incon-
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sigtency between his siructured philosophlcsl dootrines
and hiz errstic personsl life. His Inconaistency of
11fe and dAcoctrine 4s 8 charge that has heen levelad at
¥41l for meny vears. He was & logicel thinker, vet hia
basic premiss of Utiliterianism wus Lased on Taulby
logic inherited from his predecassors. Bven nhis deoctrine,
1veelf, was plsgued by inconsistencles end problems of
tmplementetlon, His desire for liberty snd his belief
tn povernmantel structura clasned centinucusly, end the
logicel proofs to which he sublectsd his theoriaes wers
fey from scourate. Surveying his cereer, one finde thet
he was g welcomed innovetor for nis times snd thet he
arovided many i1dess for the 20th cantury democracloes of
the world, hut cne wuat slso remamber the imperfectione

in nis work shen viewing his philosophy.
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