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Do the citizens of Monroe, Connecticut helieve in exe
tending equel opportunities to personas of all groups? When
we concern ourselves with the welfare of all our people, we
are bound to consider the problem of racisl and cultural
minorities and esapecially the ouwmmlative wastage of our
largest minority group, the Negro. With the staterent, "There
is no Negro problem in Konroe," eitisens have kept the race
relations problam out of their minde,

What kind of attlitudes are held toward Negroos when
there are only four Hegre families in town, end only five
Negro children attending the publie schools? This question
was the starting point for an inquiry into race attitudes in
the suburban tewn, Monroe, Connesticut, About thirteen miles
from Bridgeport, lonroe is loeated on the sastern boundary
of Pairfield County., Same 15,000 Negroes reside in Bridgeport,
as oompared with twenty-five Negro residsnts in Monroe,.

3ince, with the cxoception of the family, the public
schools potentially have more influence over, and reach more
people over g longer period of time than does any other so-
6lal institution, especinlly in a town with so large a schoole
age population, the Monroe schools were ¢hosan for study, In
order to determine the reolationships hetween white and Yegro,
three different zets of questions were asked of publie school
children in gredes one, six, and sleven, Althouzh in thias
inquiry discussion is eonfined to Negroewhite relations, the
students In grades six and eleven were questioned on their
willingness to assceinte with three other minority groups ag
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wells 4re there attitudes of white suprenasy daminant, or &0
the mmm express belis? in the eseential Jdgnlty of every
sspnen belng nnd the »iaht to oual opportw
of the ymmgaters revoal tuaat all people are not granted rew
speot ard eguality, nor does faly play extend to evaryons,

e jeotion 18 along rasinl snd socio-dsoncais class lines, with
Segroes and Puerto Heana reosiving the greatest rejeotion,

The mexner in whleh racs relaticuna 13 related o Tw
slonned edusational program and the soelal studies toxthouvks
used in the Honvos mohoaols was investigated, Ho pluwmed ele
tention 18 piven to the Negyo »roblem In the Unived 3tates, oo
mach, or the Negyo protlem in Monvoe, MNo sttempt 1s made %o
devolop insipht into students' sttitudes townrd interrssisl
- pelstions in a time when offioial, legal, and unoff'iclal dise
erininstion towsrds Yegvoes 18 a4 matter of national and world-
wide consern, Tho nsarly 20,000,000 Sesrces in the United
States, for vhos equal opportunity is no% a reality, are not
given speelal smphnale o scordinatsd attention bty the Honroe
sohnols, I the soofal studlies texthooke usad the Segroas’
pozition in comtemporsry sosloty was largely Lmmoved,

& libpary study of pertinent Cindings in the sootlal
solsncas and predominant trends, nationally, in intergroup
edusetion is an essenticl part of this tngquiry. Nesesreh
indieater that Information alome 1 not suscesaful in developw
tnz gond intergproup relations, New offorts to shangs pupils?
bahavior sre being mede tivoush an analysie of thelr om and
otiier neoplest experienses in intoryrour relationa,
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The ohildls abilitr to orestively resolve intersvoup
tonsiony theoush insdipght developmont with now skille and
nouwiedss 12 the result of sonsefous effort, ocoordination and
pleeming snd the proper business of (e sehiols, Not merely
pro dioe reduntion towards Negroes, but e duveloemnt of
tolarert perponalities whioh express and deasnstrmbs madtigroup
lopalty within our plurelistic soelety, secoems o this suther,
the necobssary alm of an effective intorprour sdusational proe
prese



LIBSA
BF723.R3B55




