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One of:the =ein functions of the United States
Congrezs 13 to deteraine the foreign treds rolicies for
the country., The «ost vommon zethod of regulating the
importstion of foreisgn made goods is the ensetment of
tariff nmessurg. The tariffs that webs pansssd throughout
the nineteenth sentury favorsd the protsction of the domese
tiec méde product. At the time of the 1908 presidential
slection thers was & strong sentiwent within the country
in favor of a downwerd revision of the high tariff rvates,
Thus the main purpose of the sixty.first Congzress whioh
convensd on March 15, 1909 was the revision of the Dingley
Tariff Aot of 1887, Thes soslsl, politiocal and esccnomie
backgrounds of the senators influensced the way that these
men voted on the Payne~Aldrich Tariff Act of 1909,

The 2 jority of the nin&ty§£ﬂa senators were niddle
aged men who had been born in thes rural aress of the iUnited
States, If they 41d not remain in the state where they
had desn dorn or in the ssme geographical area, the men
noved westward as the tervitories were opened up for settlee
nent, Fost of the senstors had received s pudlie school
education end hed atbended college. One half of the
senators had grnduated from = four year ocllsge, Twoe
thirds of the thirtye-sight eligible senators had served in
the army, eizher in the United States foroes or in the

Confederate forces, However, the majority of the ninety«
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twe senators had not served in the srmed forces,

Holding eleoted positions on the loeal, state
and national levels gave the t&anﬁera political experiences
thut helped them when thoy wore memders of th? 1969 Senate,
Fourtesn of the senaiors had previocusly bcanysovnrnarn of
their rtapteﬁzvn states,

The soonomic backgroundis of the senstors were the
most izportant. Sixty-nine of the senators were lawyors
befors they had entered politiesi All of the senators

 were mware of the soonomis interests of the states they
represented, sither through business conmnections or through
thelr own personal interests., By the time thess men had
been slected to the Senate many of them were wealthy and
hid finaneial interests in the major companies in the
 United States. o

The fiml voting on the Payne«Aldrich Tariff Aot
took place on August §, 1909 with forty-seven yess and |
thirty-one nays cast by the senators, In addition, four-
teen zenators wers not present in the Senste chamber for the
final voting, All those who voted in favor of the bill were
Republicans, Twenty«four Demoorats and six “progressive”
Rebublioans voted against the messure, These "progressive®
n;pubituann were intereszted in the economic welfare of the
average sitizen,

The voting on the Payne~Aldrich Tariff Act can be

e


LIBSA
HF1756.W3


HF1756.W3

-3-

considered a party vote of the Republicans versus the
Democrste, a sectional vote ct‘ﬁho Eagstern and Western
States versus the Socuthern and Midwestern States, a
protective vote for the domestlic made product, and a
personal vote of the economic interests of the individusl
senators.

In the senatorial electican of 17211, 1913 and 1915
the Republicang were not wiéely’reelactod and the Democrats
gained in numbers. Of the sixty Republieans who were in
the 1909 Senate, only twenty-two of them were still serving
in 1916, Of the thirty-two Democrats that served in the
1909 Senste, twenty-two were still there in 1916,

The Payne-Aldrich Tariff Act was never very popular,
It was a high protective tariff that beceme effective for
the entire ocountry as the result of the economic interests
of the nlnetyatﬁo senators who served in the first session

of the 1909 Senate.


LIBSA
HF1756.W3




