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This study, entitled *i Brief Ascount of the Formation
of Elomentary Bducation of Children in the Early English
Schools," is an attempt to dlscover and show some of the early
aims and purposes of English education, to learn something of
the formation, struoture, and organisation of the early Enge
1ish schools, and to record the basic elements of he ocure
rioulun offered in these schools, The study has been con-
dueted almost entirely from available copies and traenslations
of early English touwn and school resords, and other writinge
of the times,

There were several varieties of schools in early Eng-
land, These inoludsd the Ohoir schools, the Monastery schools,
the Cathedral schools, and the Grammer schools, Many of these
schools were the testing ground for the ideas of the educae~
tors of the day, Perhaps the most famous of these was Saint
Paults Cathedral School where Dean Colet introduced his much
imitated 1deas and philoscphies of edusation, Various other
schools are also dissussed in the study,

Sehools were slovly sreated and formed from about the
sixth century on., The greatest numbers were formed during
the thirteenth and sixteenth senturies, An analysis of the
records of the founding of some of these schools is contained
in the study, ineluding the Ashbourn 3shool, Saint John's
School, and the Ripon Sohool,

The sdministration and strusture of the early schools
of England slowly evolved throughout the scenturies into the
form still often used in English schools, Therefore a study
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of the stages in this slow evolution is valuable, The schools

were managed by governing bodies, were administered by a high

master, and served students who came predominsntly from the

groving middle olasses,

The traditional medieval currisulum for young childyen
included the study of Latin, Rhetorie, and logie and was
ocalled the “Trivium,” Slowly this was added to and altered
in various ways until by the seventeenth century a ocurricue
lum had been developed that would dbe recognised as familiar
by many a twentieth sentury schoolman, The texts used were
often anoient Latin end Greek works, although stress was also
put on Christian Writers and the OGospels, ZErasmus deoams a
widely used contemporary writer, The students studied these
vworks primarily by memorisation and translation of passages,
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