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In recent years, the trend in edusstional systems has
shanged considerably in many respeots. One of the greatest
changes can be seen in the organigational pattern of the ele-
mentary school., The gurrent trend in Grades 1 - 6 all over
the United States is away from the traditional, or selfe
sontained, classroom towmrd a wmore departmentalized spprosch~e
the Cooperative Teashing program,

Many fastors over the past two deoafles have sontributed
strongly to this shange. One was the weak science and mathe~
natios dackgrounds that were uncovered in high schoel graduates
who served in World War II, Another was the widespread oritie
sism of American schools for being "soft" snd "frilleladen”
that rose in the wake of the Russisn lmunch of Sputnik in 1997,
A third ané equally important factor was the inoreasing awaree
ness on the part of edusators of the limited leadership oppor-
tunities for career teashers. These influences a1l seemed to
highlight the weaknesses of the self-gontained classroom and
added impetus to the amount of sooperative, or aeollaborative,
activity aRong teashers, partioularly in the areas directly
conneoted with alassroom teashing,

There are many forms of Cooperative Teaching, but all
£all into five basic patterns: Theoretical (Hierarchisal),
Departmentalisation, Multi-age Grouping, Nongrading, and &
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subzrouping of several less formal patterns developed to meet
the special needs of the school or area.

Broadly speaking, Cooperative Teashing finds teachers
routinely exchanging oupils to share unigue staff competencies;
grouping by curriculum areas or dy pupil experience; having
responsibilities for specifie or total aspeste of the surricu-
lum; Involving lay assistants, and varying combinatione of all
of these and other arrangsments,

The Cooperative Teaching trend has also had a definite
effeet on meshanioanl aide to teashing, as well as on the physie
oal plant itself. Binee most of the types of patterns involve
varying siges of class groups, inoreased emphasis is placed on
more sophisticated equipment and more flexidle sehool bdulldings
which allow for Individual study needs ae well as large grouwp
instruotion,

It 18 ¢ifficult to pinpoint exastly the extent of the
Cooperative Teashing program in this country. However, the
overvhelming majority of reports fvom pilot projecte and obe«
servations from individual teschere and prineipals involved
have Deen positive snd optimistic. ALl signposts point to
the fact that Cooperstive Teashing will be one of the ocutstand«
ing organizational patterns in education tomorrow.
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