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INTRODUCTION

The field of school public relations, vhich kecps the child as
its focus against the essemtial background of society's nceds s is partic-
ularly extonsive and important now and vwill contimue to be in the years
immediately sheads To accomplish this vast progran we rccogmizé the
importance of the co~operative devclopment and maintenance of efficient
two-sway channels of information and understanding between the school and
the home.

One of the purposes of a sound public relations program is "to
improve the partnership concept by uniting pavents and teachers in meeting
the educational needs of children."l 4nd, as a further step, there nceds
to be gerious concern for the aspocts of muman relations? in this democratic
group process.

4 parent-~teacher partnarship 4s possible only if the teacher and
the porent share a common concern amd a matual respect for each other's
contributions in the educative process. ' As soon as parents and teachers
arrive at the realization that the future of our culture depends upon vhat

our homes, commmnities, and schools do to our children, then will the ideal

limerican Association of School Administrators, Public Rolations
for Americals schools, (Twenty-cighth Yearbook, iashington, D.C.: The
Associatlon, 1950), pe 1.

2iillard 5, ilsbrec and llarold J. liclally, Elementary School
Addnistration and supervision, (i.Y.: American Book To., 105171, chaptors
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of paremt-pupile-child relationships becone a reallty. The teacher's role

in arriving ab this rclationship is to pulde and develop the growth of

the "whole child® not solely of his "mind®.

One of the elenents or dimensions of this total teacher-parent-
child relationship is the presence or absence of coiflict between these
individuals, or how they "get along® together. Attention is focused,
herowith, not individually upon teachers, parents, and pupils as such,
but particularly upon the relationship between thenm,

There is the personal and the professional relationship. This
study has been of the peroonal aspect of this relationship — its comtribe
ution toward the accomplishmont of the over-all poal in the primaxy grades.
By persondl relations I mean the fecling tones, the crotional mactioﬁs
that surge back and furth, restlessly and unceasingly, between any two
pergons who are throvn together in daily, face to face contact.

One of the compelling laws of sound public relations is that both
teachar and parent involved in a personal rclationship shall benefit from
That relationship. The fact that teachoars and parents have one cormon
interest - the welfare of children in a denoceatic socicty — is a priceless
asset in maintaining an effective program of school-commnity relationsy for,
after all, the pwogran is csventially a program of relations among people.
If care is taken to obscarve democrutic prineciples including, asbove all,
consideration and respect for the opinions, rights, abilities, and feclings
of others s it io more than Likely that fino rolationships between teacherss

parents, and pupils will resulb.
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