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Too often the bulletin board is neglected or used im-
properly in the elementary classroom, Only about half of
our teachers use this important audio-visual aid, Many teach-
ers or prospective teachers have only vague ideas about the
uses and the construction of an effective display., The bul-
letin board is an extremely dynamic, flexible, teaching tool.
It ocan be used in many different teaching situations, A bul-
letin board, to be most effective, should be fitted to the
individual situation and to the individual need of the chil-
dren.

It 1is the purpose of this study to further the idea
that the bulletin board can be a most effective educational
tool for the teacher, The bulletin board can be the senter
of a number of teaching learning activities, and the proper
use of this audio-visual aid will bring a great amount of
satisfaction to both the teacher and the student., This re-
port describes the various materials that are available for
bulletin board construction, and simple, effective ways of
using them, This study was developed by several methods of
research, Books about display, and chapters from books
dealing with audio-visual aids and methods were used. Other
publications dealing with specific facets of bulletin boards
were read, These were generally more technical than those
Just mentioned and dealt mostly with mechanics and materials,
In addition to these, several bulletin boards in the Norwalk


LIBSA
LB1043.58.H55


LB1043.58.H55
- 2
and Darien schools were critically viewed. These were ob-
served to gather information as to just what materials were
being used, how they were displayed, and for what purpose
the bulletin board was intended,

There are no hard and fast rules about the censtruction
of a bulletin board, But there are general basics that
should be made kmown to the teacher, Every display must have
purpose, A bulletin board can be used to motivate, to teach
something specific, or to simply post materials, but it mmust
always be planned with a definite purpose.

If the basic purposes, methods, and materials are made
¥nown to teachers, they have one more effective teaching
method for the important job of educating children. The basic
ways and principles of constructing a bulletin board are not
difficult, Good displays are not necessarily arty nor do they
require any specific artistic skills, Becaming acquainted
with the various supplies available and the basiec skills is
more important than any artistic talent,

This study demonstrates ways in which the bulletin
board can be an important additional way of teaching in the
elementary classroom, A bulletin board can be used in a
number of ways and is most effective when planned with a
purpose, when the teacher is aware of the techniques and the
many materials available, and when it is tallored to the
students and their needs, This study emphasizes that the
bulletin board is a practical and versatile teaching tool,

Whenever possible, it is important to involve the learner


LIBSA
LB1043.58.H55


LB1043.58.H55
3=
in the preparation of a bulletin board, Many additional
learning experiences can take place when the student selects
material and organizes it for a bulletin board,

Display is one more valuable way to teach, It camn pro-
vide variety and enthusiasm for the children. The bulletin
board should be used in as many situations as possible and
always oritically viewed not only for the present, but for
the future, If the teacher who is timid and unsure about
her ability to make an effective bulletin board can be shown
these potentials and practice the mechanics of display, suc-

cess and confidence can both be achieved,
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