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Reading is probably the most important task of the
elementary school, since proficiency in all other subjeot
areas depends upon the reader's ability to comprehend meane
ing, The need for mastery in comprehension is dependent
upon the mastery of phrase and sentence comprehension and
the orucial years for teaching this skill is at the third
and fourth grade levels, The examination of comprehension
skills will indicate that no one camprehension skill can be
mastered without first mastering the meaningebearing unit,
The need, then, has been isolated: mastering sentence com-
prehension at the third and fourth grade level,

An examination of the present methods of teaching this
skill is incorporated in this paper, Chosen for the survey
of methods were what are probebly the most popular means of
teaching comprehension skills--~those prescribed in the basal
readersy Two wldely-used basal reader series were examined:
one published by Ginn, the other by Scott Foresman, Another
source of information for examination of preasent methods
employed by teachers of reading was the New York State
series of experimental materials for the development of read=-
ing comprehension.l The specific skills are listed along
with the prescribed method of teaching each skill,

luniversity of the State of New York, The State Educae
tion Department, Experimental Material: Reading Section
Part II (Albany: 'Tﬁe Unlversity ol the State of ew'Yorﬁ,
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In comparison with the present methods employed, this
paper examines the possible applications of structural line
gulistics to teaching sentence comprshensions The specifie
features of intonation, sentence patterns, structure words
and inflecotions are discussed, along with their possible ap-
plication to teaching sentence meaning, It is also brought
out that linguists have provided educators with factual
Imowledge and that disceriminating use of that knowledge in
relation to methodology is the educator's responsibllity,

This paper includes examples of teaching exercises at
the third and fourth grade levels that would bulld and re=-
inforce sentence comprehension skills through a linguistic
approach, Some of the examples of materials are original,
some from newly published workbooks and texts, and some from
unpublished sources,

The exercises are divided into the four main signalling
systems of strustural linguistics and each of the examples
in each group serves as a model and can be expanded upon,

A comparison of the basal reader and linguistie approach
to teaching comprehension is made and the resulting conclue
sion is that the two approaches are not incaompatible and
therefore the advantages, rather than the disadvantages, of
both methods are thorcughly’diaouasod.

It was concluded that a linguistic approach to teaching
sentence comprehension 1s by no means a panacea guaranteed
to solve learning problems, But when the ressarch of the
lingulst can be put to use by the teacher to supplement a
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basal reading program, a solution to the problem of compre-
hension may very well come into being.
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