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The large number of reading programs available to
educators today éive cause for some evasluative criteria to
help educators determine which program best meets the needs

of teachers and pupils. Five different programs were

evaluated. They include the i.t.a. Early To Read orogram

which is written in a new orthography; The Livvincott Basic

Rezders which follow & phonetic approach; the Scoti Foresman

Reeders, 1961 ed. - a look say basal approach; The lerrill

Linguistic Readers - a purely linguistic program; and an

individualized program based on a personalized reading
program as described by J. Veatche
A four pege chart was developed, to be used by &
group of twenty educators, to record their findings as they
_studied each of the five programs, A four number scale wes

uged fcr the reccrdinz. The scale rated a zer
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existent, 1 poor, 2 fair and 3 good., Each of the 5umbers
zero to three had its own column. The evaluator was asked

to cﬁeck the correct column to record his findinss. The
twenty educators include two administrators and eighteen
classrcom teachers in grades kindergarten through five. None
of the evaluators was familiar with all the programs.

The criteriz was developed to meet standards which
the author, as an experienced first grade teecher, felt were
very nécessary to a beginning reesding program. The criteries
includes items dezlinz with age characteristics, forme%,
content variety, langﬁage content, motivation, vocabulary,
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skills, sequential development, and psychological factors,.
The sub items under the major heedings include all the
necessary particulars to develop an excellent first grade
‘reading program that would meet the needs of all children
in a‘élassroomo

The evaluation was conducted over a six week period.
All the necessary materials for each of the five programs
was mede aveilable to the evaluators., They were free to
vwork on the evaluation during and after school hours,.
Expianations of the criteria and a description of the
individualized program was made availsble to each of the
evaluatérs along with his checklist,

The results of the evaluation were correlated onto a
chart. Each of the responses was tabulated and the number
‘of responses for each program and each criteria were recorded
on the chart. An examination of the tabulations on the
chart was mezde end the results vere discussed. Many
inconsistencles were apparent. Contradictions between the
evaluators and the authors of the programs were found,

The area which was involved in the largest number
of diéagreements between authors and evaluztors was the area
of language. The authors of the reading program invarlably
made statements concerning the appropriateness of the
languase used in its prozrem, stating how real and meaningfui
1t was to children. The evaluators consistantly reported

negative findings on their part.

The evaluation found most of the programs did not meet
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the child's needs in the classroom, did not eliminate
frustratiéns. All but one of the prcgrams.provides a
specific prdgram meant to help children who are experiencing

difficulty in the regular progrem, The evaluators did not

feel the speclal programs met the objectives they were
’ {

!

written for.
The resﬁlts give the impression that teachers are not
capable of evaluating procgrams they have not used in their
classroom. Teachers, to some extent, can not evaluate well
when the objective being evaluasted is noct 2 part of the
teachers manual or the text in question. ¥When personalities,
backgroﬁnd, experience, and innovativeness are necessary in
making a Judgement there is total disagreement among the
evaluators,
The individuallzed reading program was found to Dbe
the one program which would most significantly meet the needs

of teachers and students in beginning reading,
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