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Problem of the Thesis

Children today are conditioned, perceptually and cone
ceptually by their early and constant experiences with
electronic media, Thus confirmed in their egocentrically
based focal consciousness (with global concepts of time and
space) they go to school to learn the procedures of literacy.
These consist of fragmentation, transformation of temporal
concepts into spatial concepts, and reduction of all kinds
of verbal communication to a linear, left-to-right continuum,
For the slow learners, the problem is even worse, Since their
capacity for adaptation and broadening of understanding is
even more limited and the mumber and quality of problems they
have is greater and more severe, they cannot make the neces=-
sary number of changes and adaptations, The purpose of this
study is to analyze the situation and to find solutions for
the problems in learning that it creates for the slow learn=
ers, particularlye

Procedure Used
The method used in this study was library research in
the areas of reading programs, learning theory, psycholin-
guistic structure, learning problems, literature for chil-
dren, and the early times of the human races Beginning with
abstraction of pertinent elements from various reading pro-

grams, they were analyzed in terms of models ofvlearning
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theory. So that the verbal material of the reading programs
could be controlled as thoroughly and flexibly as possible,
research in psycholinguistic theory was undertaken., Next,
problems of slow learners in beginning reading were inves-
tigated, so that materlal from the reading programs could
be coordinated with the finding, Iiterature for children
was explored, both in terms of available material and chile
dren's needs and tastes,

On the basis of research in these areas, a subject for
beginning reading material was chosen and a plan for con=
structing a story or stories laid out, The purpose of this
construction was to involve the learner as effectively as

possaible in the process of learning to read.

Conclusions
1. Through examination of reading programs, we have
seen that teaching reading can be considered at
varying levels of complexity and dealt with dif-
ferently according to the level at which it is
vieweds
2¢ The level of complexity and the type of approach
can be varied in several ways:
ae Through the sensory channels involveds
be In the way of presenting material through
the channel or chamnels involved,
¢e With the kind of literary material used,
de With the way the material is broken down into
basic units; the way the basic units are
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treatqd; and the way the material is bulilt up out
of basic units,

3. Within the range of practical applicability, the
varying of approach must fit the varying needs
of slow learnerse |
8¢ The range varies with the type of learning

problem,
be There is an applicable typology of approach,
as far as material and handling goe

e The either-or dichotomies of models of learning
theory can be resolved through compromise theory
and the compromise applied, through psycholin-
guistic analysis and the varied handling of ma-
terial, to teaching methodss

Se All these things: verying the levels of complexity,
diversification of sensory approach, subjection
¢ psycholinguistic analysis for precision in
constructing the proper approach, analysis of the
needs of the learners, and analysis of the related
model of learning, with appropriate diversifica-
tion of teaching methods through relating to
compromise learning theory, point to the need of
a particular type of subject matter: one in which
vital topics of the learner's milieu are handled.
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