LB1573.W44

% PARTIAL FUL
OF THE REQUIREMENTS POR THE DEGREE
MASTER OF BCIENCE

W
R arch 1968


LIBSA
LB1573.W44


LB1573.W44
WESTERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIV. LIB.

181 WHITE STREET
DANBURY, CT 06810

An extensive survey of reading instrmuction in the
Mteq States was made in 1052 by Austin and Morrison. The
purposge of the present study was to fosus upon the status of
reading programs in the elementary schools of Commeatiocut at
this time. A three-page questiormaire was devised and sent
out to the prineipals of elamtu-yv schools throughout the
state. Replies were received from 380 prineipals and the
results tabulated,

By far the greatest mmber (97 per eent) of the sehools
replying depend upon conventional basal texts for their read-
ing instruetion. However, phonies plays a role in some sup~
plementary capacity in many of the sechools. At least two-
thirds of the schools employ supplementary programs, while
most others believe their overall programs inherently inolude
phonies.

In at least two-thirds of the schools formal resding
instruction does not degin until the first grade. PFormal
spelling 4s taught in grade one in only 46,3 per cent of the
ocases. Identifiasstion and writing of letters are introduced
equally in kindergarten and first grade. Introdustion of
phonies 1s general in kindergarten in only 33.6 per sent of
the replies dut is taught to some degree in another 12,7 per
cent, MNost replies indScate the use of some sight words
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prior to teaching word analysis. |

Reading consultants or remedial teachers are quite
generally available, Of the veplies, 69.0 per sent show
avallabllity of reading consultants; 67.9 per cent show use
of remedial teachers. Many schools, 835.6 per cent, have both
at their disposal; only 13.3 per ecent have nelther,

The State of Connectiout requires special efusational
provisions be made for children who are perceptually handi-
cspped. But as of the 1066-1967 sshool year only 22.1 per cent
of the schools had programs in being, while only 8.6 per cent
had plans underway. In most of these sehools the Frostig Pro-
gram was the one used or considered.

Relatively few schools were projesting changes in
their reading programs at the time the study was made. Though
great interest in reading prograus was indicated, the trend,
insofar as revealed by this study, is still conservative with
1ittle evidence of immovation or experimentation.
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