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The past ten years have been marked by a profound re-
appralisal of American education., The general oconcemn was
brought to a head when the United States was hurled into the
space race by the Russians' launching of Sputmnik I,

Effective sompstition in the spsce age requires speciale
ists of every kindesexpsrtly trained. The schools were asked
to produce United States oitizens who could answer our national
needs, Whereas the primary need of the first hslf of this
century was a soclal ons--hense the emphasis on life adjuat-
ment~wnow it was thought to be intellectuslewsxcellence was
the order, ‘

It 13 not surprising that the solentists and socience
teachers were the first to respond with suggestions for pro-
found changes in ocurrioculum., The mathematios curriculum was
also found to be inadequate and revision proceeded apace,

The soclal solences and humanities were slower to respond al-
though the role of the soeial sclientist in "the new order"”
was considered by many to be of fundsmental importance.

The pattern of shifts in edusational philosophy and
consequent adjustment of the schools is well established in
the history of American education., From Horase Mann through
John Dewey we find a series of philosophers each responding
to the national needs of his time, Since adjustment or so-
ecialization was so important at the tum of the century the
teaching of social studies received much attention from the
progressives, The present clamor for change with its emphasis
on the sciences fits neatly inte the pattern, However social
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scientists now have finally raised their volees for curriculum
resppraisal, pointing out the importance of thelr field in
contributing to the well-being of mankind in general,

A review of what the ij"‘»d.-xns of the revised sooial studies
curriculum shonld be revesls the concensus that the world
oriented citisen, cognizant of his relationship to and obliga=-
tion to soclety must be the goal, To achieve this social
soientists believe that students must be led to an understand-
ing of certain basic generaliszations or csoncepts as regards
Inmuan sooiety, past and present, The solentific method of
inductive reasoning is the preferred method of approach since
1t faallitates oomprehension and retention and allows for the
loavning of a larger body of information.

Rducational psyohologists support the position that we
can and should preaent our youth with more content earlier
which the new currisulum M:I.Mm recamsnd, Jerome Bruneyr,
eminent student of cognition and edusational psychoiogist,
propounds the theory that any concept can be taught at any
age 1f the appropriate means of sammmication esn be found,
The readiness theory upon whioh so much of our emzoaﬁienal'
philosophy has rested for so 1engwhaa thus been shallenged,

Recently there have been many groups at work on up-
dating the social studies surrioculum, The writer has had
ths opportunity to acquaint herself with the Educational
Services Ineorporated soeial studies progrsm. Since this
program 1s based on current educational philosophy and psy-
chology, it is here considered in some detail,
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An outgrowth of a meeting of socoial sclentists at Massa-
chusetts Instituts of Teshnology's BEndicott House at Dedham,
Nassachusetts, in 1962, the ESI elementary soclal studies pro-
gram was put into effect at a summer workshop in Newton in
1965. The currioulum was organised arocund the three questions:
(1) What is human sbout human beings? (2) How did they get
that way? {(3) How oan they be made more so? In order to an-
swer ths basie questions five units or subj‘ocbs are presentede-
tool-making, language, soelal organization, the manegement of
childhood, and man?s urge to explain his world,

With heavy emphasis on games, films, discussion, obe
servation, the highly trained staff attempted to guide the
students towards an understanding of their own humanity and
same of the underlying principles of mman soclety.

Jerame Bruner, who was the director of the summRer Worke
shop, said the following in relation to the R2I program, and
indesd the same might be said of social studies curriculum
revision in generaly

If we were totally successful in planning and teaching
the course, we would have achisved five idesls:

1. To give our pupils respect for and confidence in
the powers of their own mind,

2. To extend that respect and confidence to their power
to think about the human sondition, man's plight,
end his social life,

3. To provide a set of workable models that make 1%
simpler to analyse the nature of the social world
in which we live and the ocondition in which nman
finds himself,
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L. To impart a sense of respect for the cepacities
and humanity of mean as a apecies,

5. To leave the student with a sense of the unfinished
busineas of man's evolution,
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