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This thesie 1z a report of an attempt to oreate and
formilate 2 sosial studies curriculum in Cheshire Klementary
School, Cheshire, Massschusetts, where previously there had
been no organised program. Therefore, the thesis appears
mach like a case study deseriding the procedures in the
attempt to establish euch & program, the resulting probdlems
inourred, amd the outlock for future use of the resultant
eurriculum guide, |
| It was necessary in the bdeginning to estadlish the

need for such a program. This led to diseussion of the

commmity and slso the school in Chapter TY. Sinse the school
and commnity have sommon problems and sinse every townm is
unique in many ways, 41t was nesessary to discuss both the
town and the school in order to promote sn understanding of
the procedures and problems that were to follow,

 %he town was desoribed in terms of its losation, its
government, sand 1ts people. BSome of its problems were also
nentioned.

The school was deseribed in terms of its Dullding
strusture, its finmmeing, its organization, and 1ts sdwinis~
trative and faculty problems. Some of the sohool's educa~
tional problems were also related. |

The methods, techniques, and prosedures taken in the
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attexpt to estadlish the soclal studies ourrioulum were re-
ported. The role of the faculty and the curriculum co~
ordinstor in this endeavor was relsted in sequence. In addi~
tion, the results of meetings held and prodlens incurred

Tn the attempt to develop this mew poeial studies
curriculum, 1t soon became clear thal there was o nedessity
for defining socinl studies and its role in the school's
eurriculum. Therefore, this was disoussed in Chapter IIIX,
Many faoulty mesbers were not pure jJust what should be in-
eluded in the social studies. This showed a need for defining
this field. BSome faculty menxbers were concerned as to just
what part the mocial studies should play in the complete
sshool ourriculum, Therefore, Chapter IXI began dy defining
socisl studies and its role in the overall currisulum.

In the latter portions of Chapter IIT & closer look
at some of the general and specific eontributions of the
soeisl sciences wap taken, Each of the sooial sciences and
some of their specific comtributions were disoussed. There-
fore, Chapter I1I was an attempt to estadlish some of the
oriteris of a good socisl studies program.

Chapter 1V was devoted to an evaluation of the re«
sultant guide as ereated by the Cheshire School faculty.
First a general evaluation of the guide was made. This
section attempled to evaluate generally the weslmesses in
the aress of method, prodlem~solving, evaluation of studenmt
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progress, mnd correlation of other currieulum fields with

the soelizl studies,

A more specific guide evaluation followed the general
evaluation and specifio examples of wesknesses were pointed
out. The Appendix included the fasulty-made guide for
grades two, four, and six. The specific evalustion centered
around the treatment of wealmesses in the sosial studies
bagic components which consist of history, geography
nomics, political science, sosiology, smd snthropology.

Some strengths appeared in the lessening of umedes~
sary repetition of subject matter, in the establishment of
sequential content aress, snd in gaing msde in fasulty eo~
operation,

Chapter V conoluded the paper snd recommended future
steps that might further improve the social studies curriocu-
Ium, This chapter discussed possibdle steps toward improve-
ments that might be taken by the sdminigtration snd faculty
to improve the guide itself and the role of the social studies
curriculum co-ordinator in the future.
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