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The purpose of this study is to clarify the issue,
"What are the resl differences between the middle school and
the traditionsl jJunior high school?" “The soncept of the mide
dle sohool is a new mpproash to providing a unigue set of
experiences which are designed around the needs of the early
adolesoent. It 4s an attempt to develop a curriculum avound
the ohild, recognising that his needs ave special at this age
and that they require a special knowledge snd understanding.

Whether or not the needs of the shildren are deing
met in the best possible way through the middle school con-
sept as opposed to the traditional sehool 1 kept in mind by
the suthor. The study disscusses in depth the rationale for
the middle sohool, its strengths and weainessce, the problems
involved in realizing its purposes, and the trends in its
development, ineluding s study of New York City's middle
schools. |
ad a fleld study of the middle sshool conscept. A study was
made of literature svailable on the subject; interviews with
middle school administrators and visits to selected middle
schools. ‘, |

As the stuly progressed, several problems decame evi~
dent, PFor exsmple, who will temch the middle sochool g¢hildren?
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Will future teachers spesialisze in elementary, Junior high
school, or senior high school edueation? Who has the expe~
riences to give courses in middle schowol teshnique? What
grafes should be included? What subjeots should be taught?
From the literature read and the interviews gonducted,
the suthor of this paper feels that there ig 1little 4iffer-
ence in theory and sstuslity detween the Junior Mgh sehool
and the middle sshool, It would seem that the same concepts
such as flexibility, temm tesshing and non-graded olasses
could be prasticed in the Junior Migh sehools as well as in
nevwly orested middle sohools. However, the primary Jiffep-
ences between the middle sehool and the Junior high sshool
might not be in the afmintstrative changes and the implics-
tions inherent in them; rather 4t might de in the attitude
with which these changes ave approached. With the building
of new edifices ealled widdle sehools and addition of new
personmel, 1t is prodadly easier to implement shange than in
an older stmucture with the same establisghment.
met in the best possidle way through the middle sehwool as
opposed to the traditionsl schools is & question that the
mathor feelg remains unanswered st this time. Any logieal
way of dividing the sohool orgunization dan be made to work,
each has 1ts own strengths and weaknesses, and the best ans-
wer 1s sn individual metter, depending on fine teashers and
quality edusation.
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‘Despite the enthusiasm of its prastitioners, there is
yet no dooumented evidense that the middle sshool has solved
the problems of educating the esrly adolessent or meeting
their needs any moye sucsessfully than has the Junior high
school. Years of research will probably be required for
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