LB1629.B47E44

THESIS ABSTRACT

BRIDGING THE GAP

A Proposed Curriculum for the
Senior Year of High Schoel

Judith Eggleston
Bducation 503
Western Connecticut State College

September, 1973


LIBSA
LB1629.B47E44


LB1629.B47E44

ABSTRACT

The problem dieoussed in this paper iz the yestructuring
nf the twelfth vesr of formel education te better bridge the pan
between high szcheel and the Tuture by providing a continuity of
srparience for the student whether hic iwmediate goal i¢ post-
graduate education, 2 temporary or permanent job, or marriasce,
The hypothesis formed by the author was that the senior vear
could be structured to (1) provide mors adeguately for the college-
beund ztuadent, {2) permit the neu-academicully oriented student
access o a grester amount of vocstional gpuidance and iob train-
ing, 13) educate the near-adult in those aspects of familvy life
zrd ediastment that he wenld scon need, and (4) integrate the
graduate inte his community as an adult member of the society,

| The author has cited trends such sz early high schnel
graduation, sasrly college entrance and increazed ceollege cnsts,
increased emphasic at the national level on vocational education
and career guldance, retention of former 16-vear-uld dropeuts in
the secendary schoels, the lowering of the maturity age to 18,
the growing diszatisfsction among students with the present cuy-
viculuw, and commmicuations difficultier between the schonl snd
the teown to Justifs the need for a change in the senior curriculum,

In gensrsl, the paper vroposes g senior year of high

school in which 811 ferwal educstional regquirements have been
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satisfied. EFach stadsnt would snend hslf of a zemester a7 @
yolinteer warkiny in the comewai®y, Approximately 12 hours a
week would be gnent outside the schoel learning about one or
more pccupationsl fields, During thiz commumity wmrvate nericd,
ane day & week wovld be devoted to s2ither larps proup cessions
vith osutside ressurce speakers, lecturers, or related audie-
visual presentations: ov ewmall groun digcussiens on tonics of
intarest and convern to the class, The student cenld receive 2
comhination zecial studiez-English credit for this preerven,
Puring thae ceriod he iz in zchesl, the -tudent would hawe
several cptions, éweﬁ collegs lsval courses could be teken which
wonld ziwe him beth high zcheol and cellsgs credit. Two, he could
enrell in regular high schesal ceurses, Three, veostionel progvems
would he awvallisbie such as thoss offered in business snd indusg-
trial arts, Pour, minf-courses varying in length and ceveriny
topics in the flolds of psysonal adiuztaent, fanily living, and
svecial intersstz would be afferad, Those course wonld be precti.
cal in content sud give credit towards gradustion, TPive, » otudent
could chooze 3 completely vocationsl ceuree in which he would
roend hig entirve veay in g dob situstion, Thiz would he 2 tesein-
fng ov aoprentice propram for which he would rezeive both compan-
sation snd credit towards graduation,
The naner diesvussee esch component nart of the prepozed
rrogran in detall and in the finel sectisn, srnaounde 5 schedule
fncerparating 11 anpects of the progesm for the Bethel Uigh

Schocl class of 1975,
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