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The writer has chosen %o study the area of reporting pupil progress

in the slementary school for her owmn Improvement and for the benefit of the
interested reader, |

ﬁ: the early days both the evaluation and the reporting of pupil
progress were done orally by the teadcher or by a visiting examiner, The advent
of paychology at the dawm of this century started a trend toward more exact
and scientific procedures in sducational measurmment, An outgrowth of this
trend was a striving on the part of those involved with the process of re-
porting pupil progress to communicate as much meaning as possible in their re-
porting methods, We have come a long way since the days whem the oral method
was the chief ons used, The methods which may be used now are many and, for
the most part, have beone more complex than they were in the early days, in
keeping with the greater complexity of the entire educational progrmm nowadays.

The factors which may affeet a pupil's progress in the elementary
school include physical factors, mental factors, emotional factors and curri-
oula and other school policies,

The dases for the evaluation of a pupil's progress cover, first, tests,
Teats may be oral or written, standardized or teadzoi-nadc, subjective or ob-
jective, Some tests measure what a child has leamed in his various sabjects,
Other tests measure his intelligenee or his capacity to leara. Still others
ioasuro his interests and aptitudes and his adjustment to his social enviromsent.
A second basis for pupil progress evaluation is what the pupil himself has
produced, This ares may include work samples which were done individually or
in ocooperation with part or all of the rest of the class, The work samples may

be fiom creative projects as well as the traditional classroom sabjects. A
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third basis is the anecdotal record, a short writtem acoount of an incident

in a child's behavior which will shed some light on the child himself, A
fourth basis is the case study. The oase study is a scientific device pre-
pared and used by specially trained guidance people to understand and try to
help children with extreme learning diffimulties. A fifth basis is the
questionnaire which is usually filled out at the beginning of the school year.
The questionnaire asks for a great many personal facts and should de carefully
prepared o0 as to be as tactful as poassible, A sixth basis is the peer rating
which shows the opinions of other members of a class about a child, Seventh
and 1ast comes salf-evaluation as a basis for measurement, The child can
evaluate his own progress after he has been taught to set standards,

The elementary school teacher today has several methods of reporting
pupil progress at his disposal. He may use the traditional report card and
grades, including the per cent or a series of letters of the alphabet, On the
treditional report card he may report pupil progreas by rsak order; he may
mark on a ourve, which means that a certain per cent of the cless (umially 4%)
will fail regardless of how they trxy or improve; he may use the dual marking
system, which provides two sets of marks -~ a letter series to indieate the
actual achievement of the child and a mmber series to indicate the child's
ability and affort; and, finally, the teasher may report pupil progress on the
traditional report eard by means of a descriptive report in either essay fom
or by check 1list. Although the traditional report card is most widely used
today, the teadier may choose to report by memms of a letter to the parents of
the children in his class, Aanother choice available to the teacher is the

conference method of reporting, The cnference is usually between the teacher
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and the parents of the child but conferenges are smetimes held betwsen the
pupil and the teacher or the pupil, his parents and the teacher, Sometimes '
a nenber of the administrative staff or a special teacher or guidance person
may be present, There are other ways of reporting pupil progress in the
elementary school in addition to the foreg ing methods, Cumulative reco rds
report to the administration, to the child's present and future teachers,
higher schools and mtu;n employers, Open school day or week ooinnnicatea
infomation to anyone interested, Parents may odtain additional infomation
from attendence at Parent-Teacher Asmooiation meetings and other achool
activities, Daily reports from the children to the home, homework, newspeper
itens, drammatic and other progrems at school, and posters and displays in the
schoo) and even in the show windows of local merchants are all methods of
communicating infomation about pupil progress in the elementary school,

In order %o fmprove its methods of reporting pupil progress, a commun-
ity must survey its needs and decide on the method which will best meet them,

for there is no one best method for all communities,
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