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THE VALUES AND METHODS OF ESTABLISHING
AN AESTHETIC ENVIRGHMENT IN THE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CLASSROMM

The development of a child's assthetioc awvarensss and appreciatiom
of besuty, wvhether of nature or manworeated, is impertant in education,
Asgsthetic awareness in an individual is the ability to appreciate art
qualitiss and mske judgments with a heightened sensitivity to the qual ity
of art structure in everything.

A child is not born with assthetic values, They are asquired and
learned from others or environmsnt, All learning is a direct reflection
of the enviromment in which it takes plase. Biologieal factors may de-
termine a child's potentisl espasity for artistic appreciation but an
sesthetic environment is required for its full development.,

The assthetically welledewveloped person is well crgeanised in
thinking, perceiving and feeling, Assthetis sducation contributes to
the organization of the mind and to proper personality adjustment.

An importent factor in assthetic education is a flexidle olass-
room, rish in besuty, but with opportunity for change,

The teacher in such & classroom must be sensitive to art values
and have an understaniing of their rols in the enrichment of life, Fhe
understands eash child as an individual amd seeks approaches for persomal
assthetis experisnces, She interprets sbstrast and subjective meanings


LIBSA
LB3325.C5B8


LB3325.C5B8

of art structural values, She has an obligation to maintain the assthetis
atmosphere in the physiesl working conditions and educational ¢limate of
the classroom, Her appreciation of the beauty of nature is deep. She is
an "art" teacher all day, ereating a senss of beauty in all things conesrn—
ing her perscnality and surroundings,

Aesthetis growth can only develop in children vhen they feel o
sense of rightness and beauty in their surroundings. The physical as-
pects of the classroom are of primary importance,

The first feature of such & classroom is funotional flexibility.
FPurniture should be well arranged and blosked with regard to balanse,
eolor, space and utility,

The calar scheme of the classrocm should be definite ani chosen
with regard to light u@m,uwﬁing the use of exeiting colors in
large quantitiss.

Bulletin boards are informative and decarative, Materisl should
be sarefully chosen and arranged with regard to design, cdlar, and subject
matter. Selestion and arrangement of material should be the children's
choine,under teacher guidance, and changed frequently, In this, es in
all artistic cholces, the teacher guidss without imposing her own tastes
upon the children,

Piotures and paintings, chosen with consieration of the children's
tastes and age level, properly hung add to the room's decoration, Stu-
dent wvork may also be attrastively exhibited,

In each classroom there should be a "beauty spot® where children
kesp and appreciate something especially bemutiful, This, too, should
be of the children's selection,
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Frequently, there should be examination and evaluation by the
children vof the assthetis qualities within the classroom. An sesthetic
svareness has been developsd when the echild has the eapasity to appre-
ciate art qualities and make judgments, Helping students dewelop sound
art judgments should be an integral part of educational programs, If
this is to be asecomplished and children are to grov to their full po~
tential of assthetic awareness, it mst take place in an enviromment of
beauty, |
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