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IN MATHEMATICS IN THE SIXTH GRADR

The study which is the basie for this thesis has to do with & group
of children who have been placed in a children's residentisl center in
Mev York City and the experiences of these children fn lesyning methematics.

Becsuse the whole child must be comsidered, the suthor studied
the home environment of the children and listed some of the reasons for
the placement of the children in the center. The living accomodations
{n the center and the resction of the children to plicement in the
tnstitution vave slso told.

The techniques wvhich the suthor used in the clsssroom and the
sources of thess techniques wers deseribed. The suthor also listed
techniques of her own crestion. At the baginning of the study the
children were given the Metropoliten Achievement Tests sevies. At the
end of the study the same test was sdministered to the subjects of the
study. .

The suthor tried to discover vhat techniques were effective in 8
normal classroom situstion dut with exceptionsl children, hevre the
climite of the classyoom snd the tescher-pupil rvesction must be unusual.

The author believes tlwt 1f these disturbed and/or dissdvantaged
childyen can be made to reslize theiy worth as people and indfvidusle,
the learning process will take place more rapidly &nd more effectively.
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In this psper, the suthor describes some of the techniques which she feels
have been effective in motiveting the children described in her study.

Most of these techniques were directed toward helping the children identify
themselves &s persons vho deserve love snd rvespect.

Many of the techniques used by the suthor are reflections of her
psrsonality. The suthor does not advocate the adoption of these techmiques
by others but rather hopes to encouvege other teschers to feel free to
use aither these technfques or athers with which they feel movre comfortsdle.
The fmportant thing is for the tesicher not to be afraid to deviste from
the conventional spprosches to the lasening sttunttan‘ in helping echildren
build self-confidence.

The suthor eresated & classroom Stmosphere which helped the children
to realize that they could mchieve and which helped thes to set gosls
for themselves that ware reslistic but not confining. Rewards for echieve-
ment were frealy offered. | |

The results attained on achievement tests in methemstics tend to
support the effectivensss of the suthor's approsch.

There is some evidence that positive changes in sttitudes and skills
took place and that these constructive changes ma&y csiryy over to other
avess both scademic and personal. The suthor hopes that initisl success
will be followed by continued growth.
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