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Bduoation of the soeially-emotionslly maladjusted
ohild i an area of gonsern for all educators. In onder for
these children to become fully integrated into sooliety, they
must de able to meet the ssadexis and sooial requirements of
regular classrooms snd they must de equipped with new strengths
and abilities to deal with problems, Educatiocnal plaming must
begin quite early for these children to enable them to develop
to their fullest potentials possidle.

The Buresu of Pupil Personnel and Bpecial Bducation
Services of the Comneeticut State Department of Bducation has
nade provisions for special classes snd instruction or services
for emotionally 4isturbed snd neurologically impaired shildren,
In Panbury, children who present behavior and personality dife
Terences will de beought into the soreening limelight by the
oase conferense procedure. These children will have deen
evaluated and observed by the teasher, child development spe~
cialist and soolial worker, If there are implications that
the shild is socially and/or emotionally maladjusted, he will
be referred to the psyshologieal examminer for testing. After
the ohild has been worked up, he will be brought to case con~
ferense, where members of the staff who have worked with the
ohild will report on their partioular contasts with him, Where
2 child 4 sonsidered to be emotionally disturbed by the group,
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further referral will de made to outside commmity repources
for fuller disgnostic evaluations. In Dandury, the plan is
to involve the Bridgeport Rehadilitation Center and the Ine~
stitute for the Developmant of Rman Potential at Fairfield
University, HNere, every aspeet of the child's development
will de considered, as well as remedisl procedures 0P pere
septual diffieulties. |

In an overview of special edusational provisions and
programs for these children throughout the country, it was
found that the common overall goal was to foster normsl efu-
caticnsl development leading to retumrn to regular olasses.
Teashers generally had no special preparation snd classes
were somposed of children primmrily exhiditing behavior dis~
turding to others. Prosedures were different from regular
classes. MNotivation and eontrol of behavior were considered
to be major prodlems in working with these siildren.

In organixing the speosial class, a structured olass~
room seenss to provide s detter olimgte for the shild's devel~
opment. The educational provisions must be organized around
some very basic principles of lemming for the emotionally
disturbed child ean leam.

Returning the ohild to a regular class will be a grad=
ual preeess. The progress of sny sush shildren should de
followed very carefully for the remsinder of their clagsroom
experiences. WVorking closely with parents is vital., They
need to be kept fully informed, as their initial permission
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is necessary in plasing their child in the specisl class.
Pull cooperation 1s almost as necessary in mgintaining the
pame general confust and ashievement at home that the school
neintains.

In eonclusion, it should de rememdered that schooling
is integral to 1life, A person leawmns what he lives and con-
times to live what he has leamed. In operating a structured
program, the shild and his home are included in the sshool~
centered nmagement of the difficulties. The way is kept open
for the child to return o normal clagses, to maintain edu~
cational contimity throughout his school career and to pre-
pare for future efusational snd voeational requirements.


LIBSA
LC4802.G74




