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CHAPTER I
FOLK SONG

The most popular conception of what constitutes a
folkmhhcdumpruiucm%mnmtnm
and wother, but 1ike Topsy, they "jes growed.” Those who
sccept this theory ususlly make age synonymous with the
term "folk.” What they reslly mesm is thst these sengs
are 80 old that we just do not know who composed or made
them up. While it may de true that many of these folk
songs were never written in the literal sense of the word,
some one made them up and sang or played thea first. We
may not know wvho their parents were but, unlike Topsy,
they did have & father and a mother,

Age or even gmmeral characteristies do not weke &
folk song. Folk songs may be simple or complex in harmonic
and rhythmic structure. They may be sad or gay, slow or
fast; they may tell a story in thefir lyrics or may de pure
sonsense songs. One thing is true of all of them and that
is that they are songs of the people. The very word "folk”
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1s snother way of saying "people.” We might batter call
this music "Songs of the Pecple.”

Most people living in America today know mnd
recognise meny songs, and I am sure that, for the vast
majority of them, it mskes very little difference vhether
or not these songs were written on paper, since they
probably have never semn the music, and 1f given the
opportunity to do so, could not resd it snywey. Yet
parmts still sing to their children snd bounce their
infants on their knees while singing "Pony Boy." They
did not lesrn the songs from s wandering minstrel buz,
in a sense, we a1l have minstrels in cur homes -« our
radios and television sets. Our method of commmication
has improved so grestly that one minstrel can resch
uillions of pesple.

Is not this music also "Polk Music”? Many be-
lieve it is,

When jass or the pepular music of Americs is
heard sbroad, it is tmmedistely classified by its 1is-~
teners as American music. It {s the music which has
developed as a divect result and in step with the devel-
opment of our natfon. "Folk songs are the nstural un-
studied expressions of the common people, they are the
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laughter and the tears of those who, hmdreds of
years sgo, liwdelmduw&m."i
This quote is sccurate, but trace the Americsn

popular song and you will find that these songs too ex-
press the laughter, tears and growing pains of our
country. This msusic is folk music today, and will be
& pisture of our people and times for etexnity. ''They
sing as the hﬂ; or the nightingale sings, end ehtlr art
is spontensous.”

 This wes written of "folk” music, but a more
sccurate description of American jass or "jam sessions”
could not be psmned.
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