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T™his study dissusses the nature of primitive art gen~
erally and examines the dasis charsoteristice of the relatively
sinple cultuves from which primitive art 1!5 produced,

The suthor presents evidense of the high fsportanse of
art and artistic forms in the Maorl oculture and shows Now ar-
tistlie freodom Of expression ie limited Yy the demands of
sagienl and religious symbolism, But is given freer rein when
oolied to sush utilitarian objects as sanoe paddles and house
doards.

There 1z evidence sited by Barrow to infloate the
merging of twe varisnt ocultures In New Zealand, Mr, Buehler
proposes the theory that New ZTealand wae pettled entirely from
Asts, and é1socunts completely Thor Heyerdahi's thesis (which
he voyaged by raft across the Pacifis to prove) that Polynesia,
inoluding New Zealand, was settled from Pewu,

In thie paper the sathor presents further argument ané
ooneludes that two oultural groups originating in Asis 414 in-
deod reash Few Zealand, the carlier srriving by way of Indo~
nesia and Few Outnes with a second group from Polymesis are
rving later. Certain sharseteristics are alse found in the
amt of the Indisne of the American Northwest coast which may
iéentify them with the Peruvimm-Folynesisn group.

An examination of the survilinear srtistic style &s
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undertaken in the paper, and mch of the conelusion sonsemning
the migeatory background of the Meor ie Dased on this exami~
nation,
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