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The purpose of this paper is to discuss the growth of
foreign language teaching in the elementary sehools, with
emphasis on the audio-lingual method.

The need for foreign language teaching has been appar-
ent since World War IX, both for personal and national goals.
The army's orash program degan the new spproash when it de-
ocame spparent that the older methods of study had not produced
speaking ability. The study of linguistics gave impetus to
this new spproash. The mudio-lingual method has achieved
good results and each year bringe refinement of materials snd
methods.

Present day methods in foreign lmnguage teashing have
had mash sucsess by starting with the elementary sehoolesge
ohlld, who still has s very flexible tongue. The sudio-lingual
approach 1s utilixed and greatly increases the student's inter~
est in learming.

Nany of the theories and prastices are dased on proven
linguistic methods. With uninterrupted instrustion through
hgh sehool, excellent results are often bdeing obtained. Xach
year of study is bringing refinements in the sdaptsbility and
flexidility of the new methods and the ease with which changes
sre Deing made. |

Nany mechanical devices are used: films, film stripe,
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overhead projectors, records, tape recordings and language
laboratories. These help to insure slert classes and quiek
responses when used properly. They also provide immediate
feed-Daok snd eorrestion for the pupils. Fmphasis &8 plased
on spesking from the first day the instrustion in the foreign
langusge begins. Many so-called "games” are used whish are
actually érills and repetitions. These are invalusbdle in
learning a foreign langusge, slthough the student may be
unaware of the purposes for what is taking place.

This new method is not only produsing the desired
resulte in spesking ability, dut may ashieve this with greater
ease and relaxation on the part of the student. Students seem
to consentrate and work more earnestly and conselentiously
toward the desired goal of spesiing fluently.

8inse Spanish has deen teught in the elementary grades
for a relatively short time, a final assessment carmot de made
for several years. It has Deen shown, however, that the few
pupils who have had tids preparation, can often bde plased in
the thind year of high school foreign language elasses.

The new teslmigues for teashing a foreign language ave
demanding on teachers because s high degree of fluency and of
specisl training are required. That memns that there is a
relative sonreity of qualified teashers. With the lmproved
methods and the mowledge of linguisties plus competent teash-
ers, the tepshing of foreign langusges has a bright future.
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