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It has been said that William Wordsworth (1770-1850),
Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1822), George Gordon, Lord
Byron (1788-1824) and Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822) were
democrats. That is, that they had a faith and an interest
in democracy. What is the basis for this statement? Their
pqetry and prose? Do their actiqns support the positions
they took in their literary efforts?

England had been a government with a Parliamentary
system in a Constitutional Monarchy since before the time of
these poets. All fqur were of the French Revolutionary pe-
riod and the Napoleonic era. Wordsworth and Coleridge were
young men at the time of the Revolution and consequently
very much affected by it. Byron and Shelley are of the post-
war generation fqr whom the war was romantic. All four were
also caught up in the midst of the social upheaval brought
about by the Industrial Rerlution. These major factors
alone may determine the extent to which they can be considered
democrats. How are we to determine the extent of their faith
and belief in democracy?

In order tq arrive at some resolution of the ques-
tion, use was made qf the pqets' own works, prose and pqetry;
the comments and criticisms of their contempqraries; their

personal correspondence; the commentary and analysis of more
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recent authors and scholars; in addition to a general study

of the political atmosphere of Western Europe in their time.
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