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On the cover: Thomas Eakins, The Champion Single Sculls, 1871.  Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York City. Image placed in the public domain under CC0 
1.0.  
 
The “Heilbrun Timeline of Art History” at the Metropolitan Museum of Art de-
scribed the painting with these words: 
 

Returning to Philadelphia from Europe in 1870, Eakins began a se-
ries of representations of the sport of sculling, a subject for which he 
is uniquely identified. This is the first major work in that series of 
paintings and watercolors. It is believed to commemorate the victory 
of Max Schmitt (1843–1900), an attorney and skilled amateur rower, 
in an important race on the Schuylkill River in October 1870. Also an 
avid rower, Eakins depicted himself pulling the oars of a scull in the 
middle distance.   


