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IUE PosiTion ofF “omeEr 1M A FAscisT STATE

Manganet Domind

The Jew has stolen woman from us through the foxrms of sex
democracy. Ule, Zhe youth, must manch out to killL the dragon
50 that we may again aftain the most holy thing in the wonrld,
the woman as maid and servant!

The German gink is a Atat% subject and only becomes a state
editizen when she mannies.,

Forn hen wonld is hen husband, hen family, hen chilfdren and

hen home,..We do not §ind ét night when the woman presses
into the wonkd of the man.

The goaﬁ 04 female education has Anvariably %o be the {futunre
moithen.

A1l of the above quotations are from prominent men speaking
about woman's place in a fascist society. The first two are
fairly extreme, but the Tast two arc still seaid by many people
in a1l parts of the world today and are certainly milder than the
sexual hostility displayced by a Norman Mailer or Mickey Spillane.
‘Yhich quotation comes closer to the real position of women in a
fascist state both in theory and in rcality?

In this peper I will be using the word "fascism" in a specific
sense, rather than a loosc, colloquial way. I will concern myself
mostly with women in Mazi Germany. [ will be concerned with the
faminist movement in Germany and with the place of women in general.

Fascism in the specific sense refers to a system of government
that is modarn and which depends on a mass base supporting a charis-
matic ieader, It is characterized by a nationalistic and romantic
yearning; it glorifies anti-intellectualism, violence and terror.
£itnouch it has been supported by and hes used cecnservative
rarties, it is revolutionary rather then conservative and thus is
2% & true descendent of an older autocracy. A fascist state is
further characterized by the gradual atomization of its citizenry.
In the ideal fascist state all aspects of human life are subject
to the scrutiny and intervention of the state. Only the leader
of the state makes judgements and decisions. As the leader cannot
rule complctéety alone z2n elite is formed to help him rule and
receives special privileges. This elite group penetrates all
independent groups or sets up parallel organizations that gradually
take control. This forces the destruction of a pluralistic society.
It also forces a hierarchy and constant jockeying for position
within the party elite itself.
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Because it comes at a particular time of economic development
a fascist state commands mass support. Although the masses are
manipulated and often destroyed, they follow blindly. "Believe,
obey, fight;" Mussolini's slogan, can still be seen on walls in
towns of Italy today. The masses helieve and obey because they
have no training in thinking for themselves, because they are
cconomically desperate, because the alternative la2adership is
ineffective or destroyed, and because they are threatened by a
loss of personal identity gained through an erstwhile membership
in a class society. Once the new fascist party becomes strong,
all resistance is ruthlessly crushed.

o fascist state has succeeded in living up to this des-
cription, but Germany under Hitler came the closest. The ultimate
goal of the fascist state, and of Hitler, is totalitarianism:

Total domination, which strives to onganize the infinife
plunality and differentiation of human bedings as 4§ all of
humanity wene just one Andividual.

This total domination is achieved through the training of
the elite, the absolute suppression of opposition, the complete
loyalty of the masses and the atrocities performed in special
camps. The lower elite direct or perform these atrocities as
part of their training and the populace knows just cnough to keap
it in a state of terror, isolation and loyalty.

tthere in all this is the place of women? O0f course, one must
realize that women 211 over the world had few rights, or few that
were more than legalities. The whole world had suffered a terri-
ble war followed by a troubled peace, horrifying inflation and
depression. However, there had been a feminist movement growing
slowly throughout western Europe that had reached Germany in the
years before the first world war. This had continued to grow
during the war and by 1228 a great national women's federation
was formed, with four main divisions. Gertrud Baumer, the leader
of German feminism, was a member of the Reichstag and a high offi-
cial in the ministry of the Interior.

From the first the Mazi party saw this federation of women's
organizations as a force to be taken seriously. Even though the
federation had not succeeded in altering any of the German civil
code to give women a larger share in the management of their own
households, the MNazi party set out to destroy it. It did this in
the same way it destroyed all potentially competitive organizations:
by factionalizing, infiltrating, taking over leadership positions,
setting up parallel organizations of their own, and destroying the
leadership. The directives for destruction were written by men,
and as the various organizations were either absorbed into party
groups or destroyed, the leadership was taken over by men.
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By 1933 the feminist organizations had all been brought into
the party organizations of the Frauenorden and the Frauenwerk.
The Federation of fGerman !omen's Clubs and Leacue of University
fomen, two of the organizations with educated women who had been
interested not only in feminism but pacifism, internationalism znd
birth control, dissolved themselves rather than become assimilated.
Other intellectuals, who might have been expected to come to the
aid of these women werc themselves under attack as Hitler began
to outlaw 211 forms of creativity which did not conform to the
tradition of VYoelkisch art, literature and music. By the end of
1933, or early 193Z4, all organized feminist resistance, or even
the thought of resistance, had been purged. Homen were now ready
to submerge themselves in the role assianed to them by the Mazi
state.

In describing the subservient position of women in Hazi
Germany it is important to remember that everyonec was subservient
to the state. As has been stated, fascism has totalitarianism as
its ultimate cnd

«..the creation of a new human beding, a new fascist man,

Homo fascistus. The charactenistics of Homo fascistus depend
on edihen his aspination to parnticipate in fhe fascist
hienarnchy on his acceptance of a subordinate nole as a memben
of the masses. . . Homo fascistus was expected to be a true
believer and an obedient and brave follLower. . . Fascist
doctrine theneby became a cult, a pseudo-religion.6

In the creation of this new man, this Homo fascistus, all other
ties and loy2l1ties had to be destroyed so that in his terror and
loneliness the ncow man would be totally dedicated to the party and
his leader. 0One of the strongest of all emotional ties is ob-
viously that of thc family. Does the state make a direct frontal
attack on the family, or work through the family?

In the becinning Hitler and the party worked through the family
by alorifying mothcrhood throuch propaganda and by concrete rewards
for mothers., The Nazi regime taxed bachelors and spinsters, and in
1933 enacted its Marriage Loans, under which one third of all
German marriages were contracted thereafter. This guaranteed tax
and interest rebates for 2all children born of the marriage. The
wives took out the loan, but it was paid to the husbands. The
wives under this loan law were not allowed to work. The law not
only removed 800,00C women from the work force, but helped tre-
mendously to raise thg birth-rate. This went from 971,174 in 1933,
to 1,261,273 1n 1935.

To further insurc a rising birthrate all birth control
clinics were closed by 1933, sex education became strictly bascd
on euganics 2nd racism, abortion bccame extremely risky or impossi-
ble, homosexuality was a punishable offense, prostitution and pornc
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graphy became the privilege of the elite, and the number of educated
women was forcibly reduced. 1 government decree of 1933 limited

the number of women university students to one in ten and the high
school students to one in three.

fis the Mazi state grew in power and the SS elite gained
total control there was no longer the need to talk about the sanctity
of the home or the glories of motherhood, or working at menial
Jobs for the state; women had no other choices.

Homen were not even allowed to work within the party elite,
they were unable tc get the education to equip themselves for
positions of leadership, and the attitudes of the male elite made
such a thina impnossible.

The National Socdalist Movement L4 Ain its nature a masculine
movement. . .The neakms of directing and shaping are not hand
to f§4ind in public Life. To such nealms belong the tremen-
dously great sphene of politics. This spherne without
qualification must be claimed by man.

Germany had always been a patriarchy, an autocratic, hicrarchiceal
society dominated by the males within it. In the beginning more
men were given employment by getting women out of the labor force,
and more men were given university positions by limiting the number
of women attending, but the policies of MNazi Germany cannot be
comprehended in any truly rational fashion. It does not make any
kind of sense for a country that needs every bit of labor and talent
it can find to reduce one half its population to the level of
hcasts of burden and breod mares. It doesn't make sense to
exterminate people whose labor could have been useful; it doesn't
make sense to relocate thousands of people when all means of
transpertation are needed for a war effort. It doesn't make sense
to have a leadership so isolated from reality that its plans and
ideas are impossible to carry out. It makes no sense that trained
prcfessional army cofficers put a personal oath to their lcader
above their responsibility to their country and their men. VYet
ail of these things happened toward the end in Nazi CGermany. In
all of them women were victims along with everyone elsc; more
vulnerable, never able tc rise, destined to serve, but perhaps no
more sinaled out for terror and destruction than anyone else.

They too, were the legitimate prey of an elite and a leader gone
mad.
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