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Hrs. Chase Going W00dhouse 

nary O'Connell 

On ~ugust 18th of this year, I h~d the privilege o£ spending 
em h(~ur ~'it~, J·~rs o Chase GGing ~·loodhcuse, f orw..er Congres swc•m2.n f :r-o:rn. 
the seconCI. district. ~~rs. Pocdhouse T.~as elected to the C'ongress in 
lS ~~4 <'.n<'! ?.gain in 19L18. T't 86 Nrs. rrooG.house is still very active 
in political life. She is presently director of the Auerbach 
Service Bureau fnr Connecticut Organizations and was recently chosen 
hy Congressman Toby !1c;ffet to serve on the Nen England Energy P..c=!
source and DcveJ_crpment T~_sk Force. She is also a !!le:rnber of the 
C0nnecticut I-Iu_rnani ties Council, Permanent Cor:tJT\ission nn the Status 
c :': Porr..en, and Connecticut Partners of the Jlliance. 

11·1rs. ~•J0odhouse \iras born in 1890 to Harriet end Seymour Gcing 
in Vict0ria, Cnnacl?.. She received her D.T . • in Fcrnonics in 1912, 
C.P(1. ·; iJ.e f('.llc':·7 ing year received her H.l'., clso in Ec0ncrd.::cs. l .. t bn5;s 
'cine she bee an her qraelu~te studies at the Uni v~rsi tv of Berlin until 

- - - 1 
the ontrrea_k of H0rld Par I \vhen she returned home to J',mericc:.. _._ 
In ]_'H9 s.,_P- ~r2. s offeree and acceptec the p0sition of prc,fessr-r of 
Eccr:'.o::-rics a.t Smith College. l't Smith, she hegan z-, t-mrkshop fnr 
N0r.l_en t!"la.t provided infor:rnatinn about j0bs other than te2..ching z.'..ncl. 
s0cial uork. 

In 1928 she left Smith to become direct0r nf persrnnel o~ the 
!''omen':::; r.ollege of North Cr.rnlina. vJhile thPre, f.1rs. Poodhouse aJ..on0 
; ,ri th r~rs. Louise Shouse 1 r·rho 'Fr:>.s formerly employed by the Depc.r;:.ITiu.~-t 
of Lc>.bnr ~ inaug-erated the Institute of ~·,Jorr..en' s PrC"'·fessinnal ReL:-tiry:-. s. 
'J'hG Institute stuclied the pnsi tion of ~·rorking r_,1nmen, a.nc'l the de:oires 
2::-:.d :tcc::ruire!'.ents cf emplc'Yers. •rhR Institute rlsn kept studer.~R <l>'"'..d 
cnJ.le;e 2dministrations inforr.1ed on each rther' s needs o npc..rt: ::~c::::, 

he:::- dutie.s c>.t the colleqe i -~~rs. T•10odhousc alsc.' edited the Institute's 
publication: :'PC"i:ten' s 1;·7ork and Education." 2 

In 193~, .nrs. ~-100dhouse returned to Ccnnecticut to h0come <m 
Econ0mic' s prrfessor at Cc-·nnecticut Cr·llege. ! gain vii th the he J.p 
("l f r~rs. Ll'luise Shr·USe they ini tie'lb:=d the l 1r:nuc..l Insti tut:~ n£ Y\;~·' ·2 !1 Is 
Pr0fessirn2l Rela.tions Conferences in T'7c.shington D. Co This gave 
educc.tors, government representatives, students, .:md \vome~ a chc:mce 
tc- rne.e.t nnd discuss t!1.eir ideC~_s, problems, a.nd solutions o 

In 19 !::0 r-~_rs. :·J0oc!hruse ran for the office of Secretary 0.f 
Str.lt.f:',. She tr:cc>..mP. the first T,romc>.n deMocrat t0 be elected to t. il::tt 
office. In 19,~ .;. she was selected by the Cnnnecticut DeM0.cratic 
Ccrr:rn.i ttee tc run for Congress. Her opponent Has the incumbent 
Republican 1 John D. ~lc'{.\'illiaJils. 3 Hrs. 1-'J0odhouse emphr..sized the need 
for full employment tax revisic:n, and the need for educf'.tion2.l 
facilities. rtrs. Woodhouse also stated that she felt Ccngressnen 
shnuld he in their district frequently tc discuss the issues vii ':h 
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their cr:nstituency o She ~ .. ron the electicn hy ""' slight m?,rgin 
63,013 to 59,973. 

•trs. ~ :Yonchouse serveC.. on the Banking and Currency Crrrmli ttcc 
c..nd ~F'S. very Rctively in support n f n ~,1nrld bank and price control. 
In 19!; 6 sl~e he cfl..me cUrector rf the Nfl_tinna.l DelliOcratic Corru;ti tte:o-;, 
\·-Jornen's Division. T'i.•ro ye~rs later she organized the Fomen 1 s 
Divisicn c f the Office of ~~ilitc>,ry GovernJn.ent r .f the u.s. in Ge rmany 
un~er General Clay. 

fter se r ving b1 tems as r e presentc>.ti ve in Congress, ~~rs o 

r,rr.G(Lnusc c>t 6 2 d i d not give up her involvern.E:nt in politics. Instec_d 
s he chrs e tn c nnt inue t o ser ve the people of Ccnnecticut <md the 
n. t i cm in any c apacity she c c-·uld . From 1952 to the present, Hrs o 

.'Jr. dhC'use _le.s served c-n _ '" i de range of coPlmi ttees and ccuncils. 
Pc-.r eY.ample, in 1962 she served o n the Governor's Cormnittee 0n 

LiJ->ra -ies ;md at t ... 1e s ame tifl1e · ;c,.s a meiPl)er of the St~te I':.dvisory 
Co;n.::tittee on Unemployment Cc·mpensat ion. In 1965 she 't•TRS n mcmhcr of 
the J'.dvisory CnuJICi l to t he State Board of ~1ental Health, delegate 
·t0 ths Stute Constitutional Conventi0n, mei!".ber of the Executive. 
CrffiiTli ttee, 1\ssociation of Lihr.:try Boa_rds, cmc a.lsc c mer;,her 0f the 
Governnr ~ ~ Clean ~·'ater Task Force. 

Phile spec-.king t0 ~ ·Irs. 'VIoodhc-·use, I aske0 her what vJc>,s ths 
most re\-rC~rc1ing prsition she h?s held; she responded th01t her most 
re"' ~rding nrsi tion ' ?J.s serving as a Connecticut Congress~-TomE'.n. I 
;.;tlRr ?.S.'.ed her \Jhat ndv ice s .1e t~muld give to a young p::~ rson intere3t.:::;d 
in e nter ing polit i cs. She replie d that a. pcrs'"'n ~-h0ulrl have a. 
kno" le~.ge f gover nment and ~conomics, he ~::rilling tc \'mrk hard, and 
\•Tillinq to ~tc- rt ?.t the he t tcrn - at your cotnmuni ty level. On the 
natiC'nal level, ! r s. Nn0dhr.use is s upporting Jimro_y Carter and Gloria 
Schaffer o Ghe c:t l so f eels t hc..t t here c..re t\-m Connecticut politic<ms 
v.rcrth w~tcbing: T by ~~C'ffet and Chris Dodcl. 

In conclusion, I feel th2.t r1rs. Pocdhouse is an inspiration 
for any young person interested in entering politics. She has 
e~~icated her life in the service of her nation; never afraid of 
ch?llenging, questioning, anr_ probing to find ne'" solutions tc the 
J11 .:=my pro:hlens of lunerica. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Footnotes 

li'\..nna Rothe, ed., Current Bi0gr c>.phy (!1m..Y York~ The E.IJ • 
Pilson Cc:Mp?.ny, 19·'·6), p. 6 90. 
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