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PPTNl\M. l"fflHORL"I\L Pl,P..K: CONNECTICUT'S Vl'.LLEY FORGE 

Truman lfiarner 

'Jhe Bicentennial logo posted on signs a.long the mnin highwctys 
in the D2nl>ury region encour0_ges the traveler to visit Putni'\!'1 Memorial 
Par];:. at Redding, which the Bicentennial map of Connecticut descrihes 
as n. -- 379 ?.ere nark and. museum [..,.rhich] stand as memoric.ls to soldiers 
in Gener~l Putn?,rn 1 s army r,,rho camped there curin~ the severe winter 
of 1778· ·79 " . 

The pc.r}: has been called ''Connecticut 1 s Ve.lley Forge" because of 
t:he difficulties encountered by the J'.rnerican troops ,.,.,hile wintering 
there. Eow0ver, the significance of this encampnent in terms of the 
c·verall strr.tegy of the Par Merits greater clc.rifica tion in order to 
orient the modern vinitor. 

}\fter Ha.shington retreated frorn I1.co.nhattan in the fall of 1776 r 
the British retained control 0f New York City and vicinity until the 
pePce treaty in 1783. Consequently, Washington was forced to concen
trate a conniderabl~ portion of his army in the area for a span of 
seven years. During th0.t pericd Danbury was the eastern i":.nchor of a 
grent nrc s~..;ringinq across Dutchess and r1estchenter Counties to the 
Huflson at Nest Point, and south to Ne•.J Jersey. The Danbury region 
v-ras pc.rticula.rly il"'portant as a supply and hospital center and as a 
major gatev.7ay on the inland roads from New England to the troop 
concentrations in the field. Hen and supplies could move from the 
area s0uth to Long Island Sound, west to the Hudson or east to Boston 
a.nd Providence if the need developed. 

L~te in 1778 Washington distributed most of his troops in winter . 
quarters t Da nhury -- actuall y Redding, just ever the Dcnbury liner 

t ~11est Point, c..nd at . iddlehrook, :ne-vr Jersey 'l.·.ri th a few misgivings i 
f o r he felt t h ,t i nasmuch ns t h e British commander had been very 
inac t i ve cur ing t he SU1Ilf!1er, except for a feH foraging expeditions; 
h~ · cs unJikely to s e nd ut his troops during the cold of Finter. 
The choice of encc.npnent locations '1.-ra.s based upon the av~_ilability 
cf supplies nearhy as well as upon strategic considerations. 

Isr~el Putn&~ originally ~as to h~ve been in coMmand at West 
Point , in c .:u:ge C'f comple t ing the fortifications there. However, 
\-1 · shington c lt;-_ng-ed i s mind , pr b <'tbly hecause he did not feel Putnam 
we.s s uited to direct t h iq vital operation, ~nc. Putnam ~.vas sent instead 
\1 7ith h i s Men t o the Redding site. Only a portion \'!ere loccted 'I.·Tithin 
th~ present p.:trk. T\·ro . t her areas outside the park boundaries also 
~.rere utilized. The troops a.rri ved by the I"'·iddle of Nove:r.her and had 
left :by thc> end of r~r.Y in 1779, but many of the men who had families 
Fithin 2. couple of days journey from the camp spent at least part of 
their time at their o-vm horres . 

Todc..y, reprcQuctions of rlock houses, replicas of twc log huts ¥ 
c forty foot ohelisk ~enorializing the trocps stationed there, a 
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dou}~Jle rc\>7 cf stcnes claimed to be the rernoins of old firebacks of 
the rev0luti0ne:.ry J·,r..rracks, an equestrian statue rf Putnam escaping 
frCJM the r.ri tish r.t Greem,_rich, and a small nuseum call attention to 
the park's hist0rica.l assC'ciations. Unfortunately, the significc.nce 
0f the events ~~Yhich these monuments symbc-·lize rennins haz:y tC' the 
cc.sual visitor; for he received little guidance. 

In rec8nt years a one sheet map with a key tn historical sites 
is the TJisi t o r! s only 2.id. The c;lder r more detailed guide bnoks of 
years past no lcnger <".re c-.vailc.hle. 

The str..te of Connecticut has mace no serious attempt to utilize 
modern c.rchae0logicc.l techniques to fully investigate the encampment. 
During t:'"le smrlli\ers 0f 1974 and 1975, hol>mver, a group of students, 
some fro!'"; ~-~e scrnn, led by David Poirier from the University of 
Connecticut excavated the fire back area in the hope of reconstructing 
camp life. They :rrtade minor finds but so fa.r have not located the 
foundatinns 0f any of the huts. The dig 't>lill continue during the 
sllr:lmer of 1~76. 

The museum collection at the park ha.s been decimated in recent 
years by a. series of rohheries. The entire gun collecti0n "ms stolen 
in 197( ~no never recovered. During this p2.st 'linter sGason thirteen 
bayonettes, s~.rords and long knives Here taken. The irony cf such 
losses is that requests for an inexpensive security system which 
would h2ve revealed the rcl->bery attempts have been c.enieo repeatedly 
over the Y"~ars because 0£ the st?.te' s fin.:mcial :, crises". By saving 
approximately tNo thousand dollars for the stc.te treasury the people 
of the strtte have lost an irreplacfl.ble heritage. 

I.vc}· of funds ha.s also restricted plans for sp~?cial progri'\Ds 
during the Bicentennial. Indeed, all major efforts in recent years 
to upgrade the facilities ct the park have failed. The legislature 
did apprcpric.te funds, hut the Stn.te Bond Comrdssion denied the 
bonding requests. Selection of priorities is alw~ys essential in 
a.llocating limited monies, and the evidence is plain that to our 
state gover:p..nental le~.ders thr:. historical heritage r.hout -v.rhich they 
so often talk in their purlic prccla~ations in actuality have an 
extremely low priority l.-Then it comes to :making the hard decisions. 


