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~.fter ~'Jorld \rJar II and the collapse of the nationalist Coverrr;~:ent 
in C~1ina, conserva-tive politicians in :1as~·dngton began to search for 
scapegoats, !n~UvL~uals anrl. organizations ·:rere l·>randed as Co~unist 
or :-~Jro··Co!.rrrmnist uH:h little or no evidence. ::.any nen. rm-~~ as Jolm 
Service, John P" :-Javies: O':.len Latti::::ore . and Jolm Fairbank ~,;'Gre 
:..Jurged fron t:.'le governnent or \-Jere ten~::~orarily curtailed in tlv~ir 
sci1olarly re~-;earcl1. :lost o:t the organi~ationG 1Je2:.·e <.::.estroye0. as 
viable institutions, Of t:1.ese or~ranizations .. t~1e Institute of 
Pacific ~:elations has becor·e a sy~-:t!.:ol ir.. ?~sian studies for the 
unfairness of the Con<}ressional lnquiriez --::1urin·J t21.s Co:fli-"'lUl".ist 
pho~Jia of the early fifties. John lJ. Thoc<'l.s analyzes the IP". · s 
conflict '.lith tha conservative ele~'~en-cs in t:1e .1\nericcm ??Olitic.3.1 
systeR. 

'i'he Institute of Pacific :_;.elations ~ ·ras fornec1 in 1925 and in 
the next tuo 6.ecades. un<Jer t~e leadersll.iP of Li.'!.•.Tarcl C . Carter_. 
O~"len Latth1ore and Frederick Field., ~ecaT:-te r.,re··e~}.inent in iisian 
s-t.uJ.ie~> in the Dnit·~·} ~ta.tes" It s:cJonsored- scholarly research 
and books an3. ::>ublished tuo influential journal::; Pacific ."ffairs 
and t~1e Far Eastern Survevv Dy l9Ll5 the Institute ha::l over3 . GOO 
)iler:l.hers and an an·:-mal -o erating bu(1get o~l: $300 ,. 000 . At t he a•ex 
o£ its :;:>restige , t .ne IP"l uas sud.:le:1.ly attacJ::e(: as ;?ro· ·CO!!l?Iunict _ 

1\lfred Ko:11ber:~ ,, a retired ::)usinessman fa.diliar ~ri t~1 Chin3.. 1 

opene:-1 the attack in 1943" For tile next several vea.rs 11e ~10uld 
privatel:t finance the '.'nailing of t_1ousan·].s of letters to Congress··· 
1aen, ::r.Isiness·,nen : scholars and org-anizations c·'1arging t::a IP:~ ~. rit~1 
Co::-,1r:unist SYI:?athies. In 1951 ~~enator .:rose·_ ,h >'cCarthy ~-,ickef;_ ~2~~, 
the charqes and expanc:eu t.he1:1. heyond ~:::liottf>le cri ticisl·a of IP~--~ 
publications to a ! •uestioninr; of t 1le loyalty of IPn. '>erson;:lel , 
particulary Ouen Lat.ti~'iore -.:!ho ~"lad ~ean t.:;_le eclitor of ~Pacific 
nffairs fron.1 1~;33 to l94L 'l'~e IP:'!. anrl 0'\.,Ten Lat·tir::ore .' "'ITr-s--:c
before t~e Tydings Comaittee in 1350 and later hefore the ,~Carran 
Com'lit-t:.ee in 1~ 5L, attel'·1pte-::c to reSj)On,:1 ·to t:1e cl1.arges" ~;:'~1e 
•,;:ye.ings Co1'1":·:-.i'cb:~e •,-ras pri:c:tarily cance:Lned ~,;i th the State :')e~; ··,r-t· 

xne11t~ ·tl1a : ~cc;arran CorL1!~:-tittee \·Tas il1"'Jestigating t:.1e IP~? .... 

'l'he ) .i.cCarran CorFC~ittee . a Sen0.te su:.)cor:mittee on in-ternal 
security chaire::L =.JY Pat >~Carran o:E .Jevada _. ·uas grossly unfai!:' 
durin')' its hearings in 1951, T:1.e Corft,--:littee _racked •.-Jith conserva ... · 
tives F did not even at.tenpt to con.:::_uct an objective investig:1t.im1 
of t.he IP:R. and i·ts :}u~:>lication~ T~·lc co~Fc.ittee definer.: pro ·Corx,mnist 



...,.... loos""l'; it •JJoul ~ have incl'\..1~~::=-J alnost any liberal ')erson or 
<:AJ ~ ..l. • • f t' -r·r.-· 
oraanizat.ion" t!o real effort Fa3 !·:a..:.:.e ·co det:er.:·:ane ~ ne .J.r;·. 

·;ra~ ro·"····,uni~·t con:-rolleJ. ~)Ut rati·1er t:.·1e Com;':titte9 engage·l in. 
~ .:> - - .t,.\ •• - ::,) - - .... • ., I l ~ I ~ ... ,~ I l ::.t, "'/. ·"'~ 
c.::ensat.ion.al c:.1.ara2a and accepte-:: 'rJ.:chou·~.- '1uest.1.0n anf ~v~---~n ........ 
··" .o'l. J -- • 'I; ~ 

SU".:YJorting tl·ter;e ci1arges . ~)articulc.rly testl.!':tony :-:-.y :!:OrY.ler 
.-.0~~-:~\lln-isto rro·,..,, .. ,,c·~·h=-rs o-£ the Co:::Tir~ittee a· .... y,eared not to ~e 
~ l-L!.~ • "' .. ~. -.J " - ·"''- .._ -· ....... - " -

really interes·te;:~ in the IP~\ ;}er se !Jut sa1-J t!1e investigatio._s; 
anJ conco;1.i·tant. ·~u!·)licity :· as-an o:J:-Jor-tunity t.o 1_-,lock liberal 
or leftist in..Cluence in r:Jovernro .. ~nt at ho .. ;le and to create an 
at::•loS;'illere favora.:.>L~ to a han1· line -:mt.i ·Con:':l.unist :::>olicy abroa,,:;: 
The Final '-".e:.:)ort of the ~ ~.cCarran Co:•r.:i t:te2 proved only that a fG~·,• 
for;~1er enplo::rees o:E t~1e IP~~ suc!1. as :'rederic1,: ?ield :1.a(~ de:-1011." 
strated. ·· ~)00:!:' j11-:"'.~_re!~1ent in their outsL".e ~ a<:;;tivi:-:.ies by failing 
to ,.leclare ·tlley Y.!.ere acting as inOivLlua.ls rati~er t:'-•an I?,..,_ offi· · 
cials, 

r.i'~1e · icCarran Co:.ctittee' s invasti,]a.tions h.;1.:~!_ sever"ll negc>_-tive 
re:;_Jercussions. ~:he adverse pu:.Jlici·ty ::.a::::troye.J. the Il'~ as a 
vial>le orcranization. :)enf~n,J.ent on ·;-::.rivate ant.1 :counrlation cont.ri· 
hu-'-i " --E .·;"' ~lr' .-"~ ,..- :- · ~ ·"' TP'='- - ,., ;t -r i ~ · f1.'n n..-.ial -~ ~.-_o_.s, unL __ , __ ~e ... t: .. J :ror 1:.1._ ___ ... an,__ __ ' as __ n cJ.re . a . ._._ 
('l.ifficulties hv 1055" !.t ':;Jas at t~.2is ;:>oint t~'le Internal ~-~evenue 
:.3ervice atte:r~t,)·ted to revoke the. ·organization's tax exe:n~.Jt s·i:atus 
as a nonnrofit or0anization. After five vears of court ~attles 
the IE'~( \mn th.e cise but it uas a Pyrrhic- victory for ·the batt.le 
:testroye(:: i·t o 1'43mhers~·d:~ dro::.:'::_Jed to belo··::J three hunc';,re·.::'l. }),_r 1~6:. 
an6. ·the organiza·tion ceased to exist ~y 1S61. 

It is iP::.)ossi})le to -.J.ocur:"tent the effect of the r::o'L":luni:';t ,...,ltobir!. 
an.Cl. :~)rosecu·tion :Jy Con<;;ress on liber::tl ~\sian sc:10lars. Tf\o-:;e 
S::?ecifically attack.cc'l . sucl! as <AJan Lattir:.ore an'-l Jo:1n Pair~:-anL . 
o~Jviously su·ZfereCi.. John r.oair;Jank .v for exan~:>le _,. puhli'3~1ed six 
article:;o; in 194>1~:50_ :~et"Jeen 1\;)ril 1951 and February 1S57 
the .:.laader 1 s ·3'..1L2s lists only b:o :t_)o:;; .. ular articles ~)7 Fairbani:- -. 
; :~el1abilitationn -i::-ytl1e ~,erican ~.J02-...llar press Llid not cor~e 
until 196::;; ',Jhe:a Life co:u:1issione·l ::dr1. to urite a faature s·i:or-;· 
on Chinao Pair~)ank' s relative aL.s;;;ncG EroT"l. po~ular literat1re 
·luring L1e fifties anr:: e'lrly 3ixtiGs illust:rates his comment ·t~12.t 
sone l\sian scholars " los·t the der:-,::m:_~ :Cor our services " during that 
period" 

In nany r8s<:;ecJcs tr.is ~!ell· recearchel and qri·tten book ]J~.r T}~o:"las 

on t:1e IP''· si:n~'1ly uhets >che a:;>.?e·tite :::or I'.Ore . :.~ope:cully. this is 
a :beg-inni'ng· not -~he en(.'l of research on Jche IP,~,. th.~ yro;_;le~:13 of 
Asian sc:·l0lars::1i:_), anc:i. t~J.e lia)JilH:ies oc Co!lgressional Inves·tiga·
tion Corr.:1i·ttees 0 


