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After World War II an? the collapse of the jlationalizt Government
in China, conservative politicians in 7Tasliington began to search for
scapecoats. Ialividuals andé organizations were hranded as Cormunist
or wro-—-Coumunist with little or no evidence. ‘jany men, such as John
Service, John P. Javies. Owen Lattimore. and Join Fairbank wers
surged from the govermaent or were tenporarily curtailed in thair
scholarly research. lost of the organizations were destroves as
viable institutions. 0Of these orcanizations, the Instituteée of
Pacific relations has becore a syl in Asian studies for the
unfairness of the Congressional inquiriesz during the Commurist
nhobia of the early fifties. John i, Thoras analyzes the IP™'s
conflict with tha conservative elements in the Anerican »olitical
systen.

The Institute of Pacific 2elations was foruned in 11“3 and in
the next two decades. under the leadersiip of Ldvard . Carter.
Owen Lattimore and Frederick Field, Lecame pre-—-aminent in Asian
studies in the Unital States. It sponsored schiolarly research
and books and pnublished two influential journals Pacific Z.ffairs
and the Far Eastern Survey. Dy 1345 the Institute nad over 3.300
members and an anaual operating budget of $300.000. At the anex
of its prestige, the IP2 was suddealy attacked as pro--Cowwrmmnict.

Alfred Xohlbherg. a retired businessman familiar witii China,

ogened the attack in 1943. For tie next zeveral years he ould
nrlvatalj finance the mailing of t.aousan’s of letters to Congress-
men, businessmen. scholars and organizations chiarging the IPD writh
Comrunict svapathies. In 1952 Senator Jose h eCarthy »nicked ug
the charges and expandad themw heyond simple criticism of IPN
publications te a :muestioning of tha loyalty of IPI mersonasl.
particulary Owen Lattiriore who had been the editor of [ pacific
Affairs from 1933 to 1%41. The IP™ and Owen Lattimore, firstc
before the Tydings Cormmittes in 1250 and later hefore the .‘cCarran
Committee in 1:51. attempted to respoad to the charges. The
Tydings Comaiittee was primarily concerned with the Ztate Degurt
ment, the 'icfarran Coamittes was investigating the IPT.

The licCarran Coiviittee. a Senate subcommittee on internal
security chaired Ly Pat licCarran of .Jlevada, was grossly unfair
during its hearings in 1951, The Comnittee packed with conserva-
tives, did not even attempt to conluct an objective investigation
of the IP™ and its »Hublications The Cowittee defined nro -Communist



50100“@‘" it woull have included aliwost any liberal person or
organization. o resal effort wvas siace co determins 1f the IPD
sras Communist controlled. but ratuner tihe Committes engaged in
sensational chargssz and accepted without question any evidencs
suonorting these charges sarticularly testinony by fornexr
Cormunisgts. The ngnbers of the Tormittee apneared not to be
really interested in the IPR per se hut saw the investigatio:s

and conconitant nublicity. as an opwortunity to block llberal

or leftist influence in governwment at home and te create an
atmos?here favoranle to a hard line anti -Communist nolicy akroal .
The Final Yeasort of the ’lcCarran Comnittez proved only thaat a Faﬂ
f?rmerﬂeﬁployegs of tue IP. such as Zrederick Field had deneon-
strated ' »Hoor jndgenent in their outside :aCtivities by failing
to ieclare they were acting as incividuals rather tran I2 offi-
cials.

Tiie TicCarran Zoncaittee’s investigai 5 saver2al negative
rggercu¢81onsg The adverse publicity Zast the IPR as a
viaile organization. Denendent on nrivate and foundation contri-
butions, funds 4drie? up for the IPR and it was in dire financial
difficulties hy 1255. It was at this point the Internal DNevenue
Zervice attenizted to revoke the.organization's tax exempt status
as a_npnproflL organization. After fivs vears of court battles
Ehe IPR yon the case bhut it was a Pyrrhic victory for the Lattle

estroyed it. Membershin dropped to below three hundred by 1265
anZ the organization ceased to exist by 1281. .

It is immossible to document the effect of the Comunist ~hobia
and prosecution .y Congress on liberal Asian scholars. Thoze
:oac1 fically attaclked. such as Owen Lattirore and John Fairizanic
ohviously sufferad. John Fairbank:s for sxamdle. published six
a;tlcle“ in 1243-1253. Between Bpril 1951 and February 1257
?peuﬂggder 3 Suilz lists only tiro popamlar articles by Fairbanii. ..
‘nenabilitation’ ©v the Nmerican wopular press did not come
until 1965, when Life comissioned aim to write a feature story
on thna; Tairhank™s relative abseuce fron ponular lite ratlre-
Juring tae fifties and early sixties illustrates his comment that
sore ?sian scholars ® lost the deman for our services ¥ during that
period. )

In nany reswvects this well-rasearchel and vwritten ook by Thomas
on‘thg irn simply wshets the aopstite for nore sopefully. this is
a.beglnnlng":not the end of research on the IPR, thes oroilems of
Asian scholarshin. and the liabilities of Conaressional Investiga--
tion Committees. i




