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The hearings took »lace between October 20 and 29, 1913. They
vere held in The rather small conference room of an 11 menber select
joint investigating committee apnointed by the Jongress to investi-
gate labor coniltlons and oroblems in the United otates. The
commlttee was chaired by lobert ... La Follette, 3r., a .isconsin
senator well-knovn for his interest in the problems of labor and of
labor orgzanizations. To either side, by party and in order of
seniority, were seated such redoubtables as .-illiam &, 3orah, nenry
Jabot Lodze, 'FPitchfork Den' Tillman of 3outh Zarolina, and A,
i:itchell Palmer, 3efore them appeared a parade of witnesses:
typical workers in the meat »acking, mining, needle trades, and
steel manufacturing industries; prominent employers; Samuel Gompers
and other union heads; social vorkers, Jane Addams among them;

civil rights leaders; and such muckraking reformers as Jacob Riis
and Ida M., Tarbell.
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This was how esconn's American .erspectives course recently re-
created a segment of U, 3. history. American rerspectives is a
history course which students may elect in meeting their core cur-
riculum recalrement. This fall'e class numbers aaprox1aately 100
students, ranging from first semester freshmen to eizhth semester
seniors. Their majors cover the usual wide range; few expect to
concentrate in history, 3o, since the course is introductory for
some, DProbably terminal for more, it emphasizes the nrocesses of
history and how the historian works., Unit 2 attempts to clarify how
thethlstorlan combines research and imagination in re-creating the
Dast,

In oreparing for Unit 2, the course instructors developed gui-
dance materials for the use of the c¢lass in its reconstruction of
the »nast. They were of four kinds;

1. A statement of the learning objectives, the why, of
Unit 2. These were defined as: helpingz the student
learn history by »lacing him in an historical setting
helping him 'feel? hlstory by assuning an authentic role
wltnln it; and hel»ing him understand the historical
Process Dy re- creatlng a situation which would develod
over a continuing period of class sessions,

2. A statement of the setting for the simulation. 1913
vas selected as an aDDrOOflate year for numerous reasons.
Largely as »nrotest a@alnst the dominance of Big J3usiness,
. oodrow i:ilson and a Jemocratic administration had
recently been elected, The world was on the verge of a
great conflict. 3trikes and labor unrest had »lagued
the country for most of the years since the turn of the
century; there was concern for national unity. And a
sedarate Department of Labor had been established by
the Congress early in 1913 to deal spnecifically writh
the interests of American workers,



‘ 3. R0le gheets ziving the names of U.3. senators and rep-
resentatives of the 53rd Congress who would serve on
he investigating commlttee and names and occuvations
of witnesses who would be subpoenaed to testify before
it. (For examnle, the employer witnesses would he J.
Ogden Armour, dJudge =slbert H. Gary, and Jechn D, Rocie-
feller, 3r, Only occupations were given for the Tfcur
'typical vorkers',)

e Sugszestes research sources for getting started in de-
veloping sinuvlation of the 32 persons from history who
would be involved in the hearings, either as commitiee
inembers or as vwitnesses, Thege starter research mater-
ials were placed on reserve for the class in the library.
In addition, both course instructors set up non-class
hours viien they vwere available at the library To assist
in locating, and sugzesting, votential sources of
research Dbacliground,

In the Tirst class session of Unit 2, students were informed
the role zroups to be formed, and they were left free to join th
group ol nost interest to them. 1Initially, there was some un-
evenness as a result--about twenty students chose the Social
Werker groun, and only about five wanted the spotlizht of serving
on the committee, but this worked itself out. The role grouns vere
then informed of the written research each would be exvected to
subinlt before the hearings bhezan:

1. A biogravhy for each of the roles the group would sim-
ulate (thusg, for the Congressional committee, eleven
bilographies had to bhe prenared). The blographies were
to be vrritten newspaner style, that is, as press release
to be used by newswnanermen renorting the hearings:
they vere not to he siadle statements of who the commit?t-
member or witness was from the »perspective of 1975,
Jodies of these »Hress releases were distributed to the
entire class bvefore the hearings began, to help them
in identifying each student in his 1913 role,

2. In addition, each itness (or gZroup of witness, as in
the case of the Social Workers) had to subnlit a cony
of his or their oneninz statement to the committee
before the hearings began. These helped the committee
cevelon, in advance, a line of guestioning for each
Zroun of vitnesses,

rfowr the grouns began prenarinzg for the committee hearings Hwo
vveecks hence., The first or’er of business for each group wvas o
decide vhich of its meubers would assume a role. The remaining
members of each groud were then assigned to work as research aides
with the role members, :or exampnle, nine students comprised the
Unlon Leader zroup. Three were selected to serve as witnesses -
Saauel Gompers, ZuZene Debs, and '3iz 3ill® Eayvawd -~ and each of
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then formed a reszearch sub-zroun vith two other students. Research
vas to De perfornsd outside of eclass hours. ilegular class Deriods
vere to be used for each zZroud to zet together, discuss its findings
and Dositions, and decide on such matters as opening statements,
in-zroup conflicts, etc.

The Congressional committe faced the most extensive job of
research, “hat was :Aitchell Palmer like, and vhere did he stand
with respect to Anerican labor? On what kind of issue might
senresentative Lindhers and Senator lankhead be likely to clash?

Do Congressional committees follow oberts' Rules of Order; how

are witnesses called (e.z., subpoenas are printed on yellow pajer):
vhat kinds of questions and statements may the chairman determine
1o Dbe out of order; how does a committee formulate and present its
findings? JFor effective guestioning, the committee had to be
avare, for examnle, of the wide differences of vievwoint concerning
the Dlaclk worker held by looker T. Washington and W.Z.3. Du Jois
vhen they cane to testify as Jivil Rights leaders,

.ieanvhile, the instruetors worried., :here and hov does this
production get »roduced. The answer rested with four students, two
of them Speech and Theater majors, one a 3deech and Theater ainor,
and the fourth a »>rogramner for ' esconn radio., They volunteered
to serve as a »roduction staff, with full res»onsibility for all
productdon details, On their heads be praises! They handled all
physical and technical arrangements, e.Z.s: pPreparation of a
naneled hearing rooin, comdlete with the Great Seal and a U.S. flag;
location of tables and seatinz for the committee, the witnesses,
witnesses! aides, and coumititee staff; special lighting; audio-
visual transmission of the bproceedings to a larger room dovn the
hall for students not involved in the hearings on a particular day:
and videotaping of the hearings for future reference, Cooveration
was a keynote: +the »roduction staff consulted with the committee
concerning hearinz-room arranzemenst ("Don't forzget the wvater
pitchersi"); the comaititee circulated among the various witness
groups during the research period to pick un ideas for cquestions
anc attitudes vhen the hearings bezan.
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Promptly at 11:10 a.m. on October 20, 1913, the committee chair-
man called the comaittee to order, He stated the purpose of the
hearings, how they vould »nroceed, and the rights and oblizations
of witnesses, ' ith the swearing-in of the first witness - the
viidovr of a foxmer worler in the Chicago slauzhterhouses - the
hearinzgs bezan. Jfrom then on, opening statements of witnesses, and
guestioning by committee members, educed conflicting testimony and
opiloion from both sides conecerning the condition €or »lizht) of the
typical American workingman and his family. JSvery now and then,
the chairman had to limit sharp exchanges between comnittee members-
cnce, by calling a brief recess, The last of the five hearing
sessions, on October 29, was devoted mainly to recall of witnesses



viom the committee wisghed to question further (and, in fact, to
satisfy several witnesses vho wanted more time to malke their cases),
o { ol R

Was 'Zxperiencing History' a worthwhile investment of student
and teaching time in the study of history? iore time is needed
to consider its pluses and minuses, but we are sure it is worth
dding azain., It creatsd a hizgh level of student interest and enthu-
siasm, andarently vell beyond its elcome change of pace from the
lecture-and-discussion apsroach of Unit 1. Several students have
comnented on néw insizhts from their research concerning career
choices in »ublic service and in politics. The requirement for
role research was, for nuabers of students, their initiation into
the research prozess (and hovw satisfying to hear a student critical
of her testimony as ilother Jones - "I Imow I should have said
goddamit., gShe vhold havel"), The poiential for inter-disciplin-
ary involvement in future simulations (vis-a-vis the invaluable
contribution of our 3neech and Theater students) has already
produced enthusiastic outside-the-~department comment.

Bach gtudent has besn asited to submit his evaluation of the
experience, covering such matters as: how he feels about learning
history by simuiation in contrast to more traditional methods;
research »rotlemsz in re-creating the past; how the individual
student's contribution to his group's research night be more
clearly identified; how future simulation units might be improved..
A summnary of what the class has to say will be renorted to and
discusced with the class before the end of the semester,

_ But a very »reliminary secanning of about sixty of the evaluationa
indlecates that the students liked 'Ixveriencing Zistory', and

feel they wenefited from it, One noticeable suggestion for improv-
ing future simul:ztions is that each role group appoint its own
researcih coordinator - this from sevevral students vwho feel the
format alleovred some group members to *goof-off' while others toolk
the brunt of the necessary research. 3till, even here, perhads

a lesson in the denoeratic process?



