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The hearings took :?lace between October 20 and 29, 1913. They 
vrere held in the rather small conference room of an 11 me·.:,1ber select 
joint investigating committee alJ;?ointed by the Jongress to investi
gate labor conditions and :problems in the United .3tates. The 
committee was chaired by ~lobert ~ ... La li'ollette, Sr., a .Jisconsin 
senator well-knovm for his interest in the problems of labor and of 
labor organizations. To either side, by party and in order of 
seniority, were sea ted such redoubtables as ,_· illiam .J. Jorah, r~enry 
Jabot Lodge, 'Pitchfork .Jen' Tillman of .3outh Jarolina, and A. 
t ~ i tchell Palmer. Before them appeared a parade of ,,ri tnesses: 
typical yrorkers in the meat yacking, mining, needle trades, and 
steel manufacturing industries; prominent employers; Samuel Gompers 
and other union heads; social \'!orkers, Jane Addams among them; 
civil rights leaders: and such muckraking reformers as Jacob Riis 
and Ida l'll. Tarbell. 

This vras hm·.r escorm' s Ainerican ... -ersnectives course recently re
created a segment of u. s. history. American Ferspectives is a 
history course '''hich students may elect in meeting their core cur
riculum requirement. This fall's class numbers approxii.11a tely 100 
students, ranging from first semester freshi.'Jen to eighth semester 
seniors. Their wajors cover the usual ~·Tide range: few expect to 
concentrate in history, 3o, since the course is introductory for 
some, prooably terminal for more, it emphasizes the processes of 
history and how the historian. vmrlcs. Unit 2 attempts to clarify hovr 
the historian combines research and imagL"'lation in re-creating the 
iJast. 
~ In preparing for Unit 2, the course instructors develo:;_Jed gui
dance materials for the use of the class in its reconstruction of 
the J?ast. They viere of four l~incl.s; 

1. A statement of the learning objectives, the \'Thy, of 
Unit 2. These v-rere defined as: helpin6 the student 
learn history by ~lacing him in an historical setting; 
helping him 'feel' history by assuming an authentic role 
,.ri thin it; and hel:Jing hL.n understand the historical 
process by re-creating a sttuation which vrould develop 
over a continuing period of class sessions, 

2. A statement of the setting for the sLnulation. 1913 
vras selected as an appropriate year for numerous reasons. 
Largely as protest against the dominance of Big :Jusiness, 
· ·oodrov! ;_; ilson and a .Jemocratic administration had 
recentl~r been elected, The ~·Iorld vras on the verge of a 
great conflict. 3tril...:es a11.d labor unrest had plagued 
the country for ruost of the years since the turn of the 
century: there Fas concern for national unity, And a 
separate Departffiei."l.t of Labor had been established by 
the Jongress early L1 15'13 to deal specifically rri th 
the interests of American ':rorl;:ers, 



J, .:l.ole sheets giving the names of U.3. senators and re~J
resentatives of the 5Jrd :Jongl""ess "~.:'rho '.'rould serve on 
the investiga ti:n.~ coi.mnittee ru1d nat'iles and occu;?a tions 
of ,_'li tnesses ~.-rho "~:rould be subpoenaed to testify before 
it. {Jor exa1i1~9le, the employer witnesses Y!OUlct. i)e J. 
Ogaen Armour, Judge .Clbert H. Gary, and John D. Roc~r.e-
feller, 3r, Only occupations were given for the fcur 
'-~--.r.,...;cal ,.,o-A1-er""' 1 ) "'~ J:'• .. • ··-~ !~ • 

L~. Suggested research sources for getting started in de
veloping simulation of the 32 persons from history v1ho 
would be invol vec1 in the hearings, either as committee 
members or as y_ri tnesses. These starter research i:nater
ials v1ere placed on reserve for the class in the libra~cy,_ 
In addition, both course instructors set up non-class 
hours vrhen they ~-rere available at the library to assist 
in locati:n,g, and suggesting, }_)otei.1tial sources of 
research bac~_;:grotmd, 

In the first class sessioi.'1 of Unit 2, students were informed of 
the role ,grou:j_)S to 'be fo1~11ed, and the~r were left free to join the 
gTotq o:f l"J.ost ii1terest to them. lni tially, there "~:'las sozne un
eve:rmess as a result--about t~:renty students chose the Social 
iiJcrl;:er _srou;_), ai.1d only a~)out five ,_·ranted the spotli.;ht of serving 
on the cormni ttee, but this vrorltecJ. itself out • The role grou:ps ':;'3re 
then informed of the y_rri tten research each •::ould be ex,Jected to 
su·:Jmit before the l1earings began: --

1. A biogra~)hy for each of the l"'oles the group vrould sim
ulate (thus, fol"' the .Jongressional committee, eleven 
biogra]?hies had to !)e prel)ared). The biographies ~.-:ere 
to be rrritten ll.e"~"JSJ_)a:)er st~,rle, that is, as press relea.8A. 
to be used by ne•:.rs•~a)er;~ae~,1 re1)ortin; the l1earings; 
tl1.ey "~:.'ere :not to l)e sL.nle s tateme:nts o:f ':rho the co;:m,li.t·~·, 
;:J.e!ubej_:- Ol"" Y!i ti:1ess 1.·.ras from the i)el"'Si)ective of 197 5. 
·.Jo~)ies of these ~n .. ess releases ~>ere .. distributed to the: 
e:i.1.tire class "uefore the ~1eari:ngs began, to help tha:.n 
in identifying each student in his 1913 role. 

2. In addition, eac~1 T.;·itness (or c-rou~) of ~.·:iti:1ess, as in 
the case of the Social Worl;:ers) had to st~bmi t a COl)Y 
of his or tl1eil"" o~)e:.1.ing state:nent to the co:c."L.-nittee 
before the heari:1.gs began. These helped the cm·ili:ai ttee 
c~evelol) 1 in ac1Vai!Ce, a line of questio:i.1in.; for each 
group of vritnesses. 

iiO':! the grou:~s beg8.J."'1 pre)arin,; fol~ the cm111ni ttee heari~1gs tvro 
~.-rei')l;:s hence. The first Ol""~~er of business for each group Y.ras to 
c1.e-cic1e ':'hich of its me:!lUers ~.-rould asst"U-ne a role. The remai~1ing 
j_aembers of each grotq ..-;ere then assigned to ~i"!Ol""I;: as research aides 
r.ri th tl1e role ;.·,1embers. ~~or exrui1l)le, nin.e students co!.l1j_)rised the 
Union I.eader :;;roup. Three were selected to serve as witnesses -
Sa::r,)_el Gom:;_Jers, Zugene Debs, and 'Bic; Jill: Ea;r:-ail:Tc1 - a:nd each o:f 



the:-a folTied a rer:,;eal"ch sub-~rou~J r.'i th t':·ro other students. aesearch 
:··a s to be perl'or-.dec. outsi0.e o:f class hours. ~1egular class :;>erioc~s 
·~el~e to be usee :fol. ... each .:;ro :~J to get together, discuss its finc1i:ags 
aar ~)osi tions, ai1.C~ decide on such matters as opening statements, 
i~1.-,51 ... ou~ co_1flicts, etc .. 

The ~on~ressional co1• itte faced the illost extensive job of 
rP-search. · il1at ~::as i~i tchell ~>almer lil~e, and uhere did he stand 
~-. ith 1~es:9ect to ~ ;Jel"iCai1. la1)o:.. ... ? 0!1 ·what kind of issue might 
~~ e :.:>resentative Linc1' el."3; and Senator Jankheacl. be li~;:ely to c·lash? 
Do C:ongressional committees follon .!oberts' ~1ules of Order: hm·; 
a1 e •:Jitne&ses called (e.3., su0l_)oenas are ~)ri:i.1.ted 0~1 yello':I pa)er); 
.:hn t l:in.cls of questio:1s and statements I.lay the cl1airman determine 
t o be otit of ol ... O.el"; h.on c.oes a committee fol.--ratllate and :Jrese:.1.t its 
fL.1cdngs? ?or effective cn.lestioJ.l.in;;, the coElmi ttee hac( to 'be 

.., 1 ('II '" - • ~ """ " .. • ..L • a ·:rare, xor exaru~J e, oJ. -c.:.1e ,_.,~ce c~xx erence s o:c VJ.eUlJO ~!.1.l. con.cern~ng 
·c~1e blac:..: •:ror ~er helc·. 'by Joo:'..:el" T. h1asl1ingto:1. and1il.J;.3. Du .Jois 
: ~en they caue to testify a5 ~ivil ~1i.:;hts leadel"'s. 

! . iean~· hile, the instl"t1ctors •.rol"ried. <l1ere and ho'.r does tl1.is 
u roductim.1 !ret •)reduced. The al1.SWel"' rested i'!i tl1. four students, t•.ro of them 3peec.1 anc".. Theater ·najo:i .. 'S, one a Sl)eech and 'l1heater ;_i1ino:c, 
and the fourth a yrograliliilei.."' for ·esconn radio. They volunteered 
to serve as a ~)reduction staff, •: i th full responsibility for all 
product~o:;.1 details. Oi1. their heads be lJraises £ They handled all 
.?hysical and ·t;echnical ai.."'ral1ge~ents, e.g.' preparation of a 
ya.7leled heal~ing room, comJlete Y! i th the Gi ... eat 3eal and a U.S. flag; 
location of tables and seating tf>o:.."' the co:mill.i ttee, the r. i i.t'lesses, 
r!i tnesses' aides, ruJ.d cor.nni ttee staff i special lighting; audio
visual transmission of the pl ... oceedings to a largel~ room do~·.'i'l the 
J.lall fol~ students not involved in the hearings on a l)a:L"'ticular day; 
and videotaping of the hearings for future referei1ce. 0oo:peration 
'.'!a& a l>:eynote: the ;reduction staff consul ted ~·ri th the committee 
concerfling heari1'1.,S-room ai.."Ta.n.;emenst ("~on 1 t forget the uater 
pitche-rs 11

); t!1e coTIWli ttee circtllatec1 a.j:llo:ng the various •:ri tness 
gl"oups dv.rLi1.g the research Deriod to nic!: u~J ideas for QUestions 
an.c~. attitudes :·rhen the hearlngs be?;a.l1.~~ -

·::· -::- ·::· ·::- -~:· -:~· -::-
? rmilptly at 11:10 a.. :.11. oa October 20, 1913, tl1e COi.'iliTlittee chail"'

n.a:.-1 callec. the coWi.ilittee to ordel-. He statet the ~LJurpose of the 
l1eari:il,3;s, hm·. the~r rrotllC. yl"'oceeu 1 and the l"'ights and obligations 
c :? :Ii i. ... 1.esses. ·. i th the SY!eal ... ing-in of the fil"'st ~·ri tness - the 
\l ido :.r of a foi~f.ler • . .ror;::er in the ~hica.go slat~shterhouses - the 
h e a:;.~L'l'lgs be.:;an. ~11l.~om then on, openin~ statements of :!i tnesses, an·· 
q lestio::..lL'l6 by cm.nni ttee meinbers, educe0. conflicting testimony and 
o:? ioion fl~ow. 'both sicles co:..1.ccrnL1g the condition (or :;?li.:;_ht) of the 
ty:;,)ical f.,merical1. :ror::.: ingill8.LJ. ai'ld his famil~r. .Svery now a.11.d then, 
t he chairman '1ac to limit shar!_) exchanges betneen committee members
once, Dj' calling a brief recess, The last of the five hearing 
sessions, on October 29, was .evoted mainly to recall of witnesses 



~·rhor,1 the cmmni ttee ~-,ished to qtl.estion further (ane., in fact, to 
satisfy seV·3:i.."al ' .. ri trlesses i".'ho ':.·anted i."£l0re time to make theil" cases). 

-::· ,. ·::- ·::· ·::· -::- -::· ·::-
\?J"as 'B..:l:pe:L"iencing History• a : orth':.'hile invest".!.i1ent of student 

and teaching time L.1 the study of history? i~Oi."'e time is needed 
o considei.'"' it;s )luses ru1.c. ulinuses , but ne aJ..'"'e sr~re it. is rrortl1 

dging a~aii1 Q It cre a·'-ed a high level of student interest and enthu
siasm, a:Ji)arentl~ •:.·ell beyonc1 its ':'elco~·~1e change of pace fl~om the 
lecture-an-:~-c.isc· , ssion a·:)"•Jroach of iJni -G 1, Several students have 
coi.llli1entec 011 nEhr insights- from the h ... l"'esea:cch concerning career 
choices in yublic sei."'Vice anc. h1 politics 1 The re9.ui::."emen.t foi."' 
role researc~1 :.ras, for nlli:lbers of sttJ.c1ents, tl1eil"' :u.1.i tiation into 
t he research :yro .~ess (and '10':. satisf;~.r:.:n.:; to hear a ::,tt:1ent critical 
of he:c test.ili1.ony ~s i iother Jones - "I l~oYr I should have said 
godc1ami t, §l1e ~·:hold havet 11

) . The ::,Jotential for inter-disciplin
ary involvement in future simulations (vis-a-vis the invaluable 
contribution of oUl" 3lJeech and Theater students) has already 
produced enthusiastic outsic1e-the-deDartme:i.1t corilment 1 

Eac.1 student has been as''"ed to su.h:ai t his evaluation of the 
e:~~Jerience, cove~d.ng EJi.:.oh matte:i.."'S as: ho>:; he feels about learning 
history by s ilnulatioi.1 in contrast to ;.·r.ore traditional methods; 
reseru: ch ~n"c'Llem::: in :;_~ e -creating the ~L)""~st; hoYT the individual 
s tu.dent' s co:.-ttri·:) ltio·'l to his g-.coup' s research :i·u.ight be more 
clear~ ;; ider1tifit:d ; l:!.o•:. fut tre s i mulation units might be imiJrovec~ • . 
A stu.uraar y of vrh8.-;; the class has to sav will be re•Jorted to and. 
ais cus~ed with the class before the e;d of the se~ester, 

Dut a ve~--y lJl"eliulinary scanning of about sixty of the evaluation;:; 
indicates t l:at the stt.c1.ents liked '::i:X~')erienci:ng ~-:istory', and 
feel t hey benefi ~ed from it. 0:1e noticeable suggestion for improv
ing :ftlture simuL:.t ions is that each 1~n1e gl~oup appoint its O\'m 

reseal"'ch cocl~cUnaJcor - this frmil seve.~:-al s-tudents '.'!ho feel the 
for.L"aat alloyred some group :ilerabers to 1 goof-off' while otheJ.."S took 
the OJ.."'tmt of tl1e 11.ecessary research. .:>till, even here, perhalJS 
a lesson in the c-:.e1:1ocratic J!::coc~ss? 


