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"Exhibit on James *ontgomery Bailey and 1°2th
Century Danbury and "Tomen ané Work in the
19th Century. Scott-Fanton Museum., Tudsday.
through Sunday. 2-5°

This notice ran in the Danbury News-Times, ay. 1975 for three
and one-half weeks. It heIE"E’sp53T§T=§1qn1F1cance for me since
the Bailev exhibit was the result of my :semester’s work under a
program nioneered bv the Western Connecticut State College History
Department in museum internship. The proaram, also swonsored by
the Scott-Fanton useum. was worth six undergraduate credits, I
was one of two museum interns, Lorraine Ostergren was the other.
The job of a rmuseum intern was to research and gyspare: an exhibit
on a specific topic. Dr. Herbert Janick and Dr. Truman “arner
were our history department advisors.

Choosing a towic was difficult. I had to pick something which
would keev me busy researching during the semester and at the end
yield the raw materials needed for an exhibit. Mrs. Dorothy Schling
the museum’s curator, worked very closely with me. She suggested
a few topics such as researching silverware patterns, studying the
history of Danbury Hospital, and the one I chose: indexing James
lontgomery Bailey's History of Danbury.

While indexing the History I hoped to glean facts which I could
use for an exhibit. It did not exactly turn out that way. A few
interesting stories appneared here and there such as a morbid descrip-~
tion of two hangings which occurred in the early 13th century in
Danbury, a short bhiography of Enocihi Croshy of Danbury who was the
model for James Fenimore Coover’s Spy stories,. but I 4id not find
much on which I could base an exhibit. ‘liore was needed. It was
that point that I decided to focus on Bailey himself and his ex-
perience to find out what life¢ was like in 12th century Danburv.

Cailey was a prestigious figure of 19th century Danbury. Me was
a Civil "7ar hero, author of at least four hest-sellers, ans a humor-
st compared in his own day to the likes of liark Twain and Tret Harte.
qo was also publisher ypf the vanbury llews-Times, which he estallished
during the 1870°s and Yhich became vorld renowned under his direction.
' was Jduring these years(1870's-1393) that he became called the*Dan-
bury dews-Man".

I hegan gathering materials on Zailey and Danbury. Through con-~
nections at the museum, I borrowed books and letters he had written,
plates of pictures used in his History of Danbury., and a chair Bailey
had owned. Stephen Collins, Editorial Page Editor at 'The Hews-Times.
lent me a scrap book he had secured years before from the trash can.
put together by Bailey himself, containing a short autobiographical




description. !irs. Schling made availabkle the many pictures the
museurt held of late 19th century Danbury ané some old copies of the
Danbury paper. Iy aunt loaned me some penny postcards picturing
Danbury during the 192th century.

Now the problem came of how to put it all together. Lorraine
Ostergren, the other museun intern. and I decided to see other
nuseums and exhibits to get an idea. ‘e took three field trips.

The first was to Cooperstowm, Jew York where we looked at the James
Fenimore Cooper house, and saw how to use photographs in an exhibit.
The second trip was to iiystic, Connecticut where we looked at a
number of maritime exhibits. and museum officials explained restora-
tion processes of museum artifacts to us. The last trip was to
Sturbridge Village in 'lassachusetts. 'e found it interesting in its
replication of a New England town, thiough it dealt with an earlier
period than we had in mind.

“Iith the culmination of this work, and with the encouragement
and support of irs. Schling, Dr. Janick and Dr. "Jarner, I was abl
to put together a successful exhibit. The rnuseum internship gave
me an appreciation for museum work I had never had before. It
2llowed me to use some of the basic history skills I had acquired
after four years at ‘'esconn, since it required the use of primary
sources and a knowledge of how to research. It also left open to
me the real possibility of continuing in rmuseum work at some future
date.*

*For information recarding museum work as a profession. see CLIO
Voluwe 2, #4: “Help "lanted. History !iajors to Display Talents in
iluseun *fork’ by Dr. Truman 2. Yarner.



