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FOGEL AND ENGERThlAN ON SLAVERY 
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Students of the' rntcbe:llum 2nd Civil W[I.r pE'rioas vllill \II1~'nt to 

give: crrE'ful E'ttC'ntion to the: volull1<?s of Fogr-l 2nd Engcrm['n, e['sily 

thE' most importf'nt ne\ll1 work on s12vC'ry rna onE' thc,t should be:'col11c

definitivE'. It iG ptronc TE'ngu2g<?, ind€'ed, to refer to f'ny l1e\M 

\I,io1k on s12vE'ry 2S r'dcfinitive:,r; Ginc€' thE' tOl)ic h,'s received no 

lE'SS thf'n the bC'st of scholf'rly rttention. Phillips, Rf'msd<?ll, 

Stt'mpp, Grf'Y, Conrpd 2nd rkyer, Elkins, f'nO Genove:s<? form only E' 

pt'rti['l list of importF'nt scholf'rf: who hrv0' ~1tudi('d 0'very 2S.P<?'Ct 

of Am<?'ricf'n Slf've'ry, r)~)f're'ntly, rnd hf'v<?' re'E'ch0'd 0'very rrtionl"l 

concl1.,wion, 80 it vl/ould 80'e111. Whf't E'lsE' is there to b0' s2id? 11 

tsr<?'Elt d0'Ell, F'f~ thE'80' volumC's -('E'll us. 

I-If'ppily, FO{SE'I f'nO Eng0'rmpl1 ElrE' not modept or tC'nt2tiv0'. The:y 

2sscrt thE,t their C'xt'minf'tion of slf'vE'ry r'ip ,)prt of f' morE' f'm

bitiou8 effort to reconGtruct the:' <?ntir(' history of Americpn ('co

nomic d('vcloprncnt on f' f10unCl qUt'ntit2tivc bl"f'is,r, f' clE'im v\l}nch is 

the kC'y to their prominrnc0' rnd th(' chicf T0'rson rny scriouG stu

dent of slPvE'ry llmst cOl1sio<?r their finClingG in de:tE'il. They 

c1emom:t:rE'te onc(' more thrt the r:Yf1tnIlrtic ['iJl)lic,'tion of mE'thE'

m['tic['l 2ne: 8"t:ptif~ticrl mctho(]r1 to rcsu'rch }JroblE'lTIS o['n lC'E'a to 

subfitE'ntive rdw'nC(-'f1 in our unc1crstl"nC:ing. Since' qut"ntitC'tivc 

li1C'tho(]f1 in hh~tory ,'rE' gE'ininG ['n ever v1;ioE'ning E'Ccq)"t.~'ncc it 

h~'rdly P('C'Ii1S l1CcC'fl8E'ry to point out thElt ['ny methoo he'R limit:('tion' i. 

Yet, tircd ['nc] unimflgin['tiv(;' criticislll continuer: to c:mphE'siz,c thE't 

point, 2f'~ thouGh it dcPC'rve'Q F'ttC'ntiol1 u In contrE'8t, scriOUf'; [~tu

c.ic-'nt8 leno '. thrt qU['ntit;:,tivC' method8 do not plV"f'Ys provil-1c unE'Ill·

biGuous rnflV'l c:rs to ['11 qUffltiom.;. 1'lot fill C:UCf'itionr~ hc:'ve un;'m

biguOUF~ ['l1SWC' rr:, 0 bviouf~ly ~ 2nd meny 0 the r que Sti01l8 v;,hich might 

bE' ['nr:~vvcrC'd Ul1f'mbiguour:1ly '/"ith quc'ntitl',tiv<:-' dE'-h" must re@'in f'JTI

biGuous b0'c['us(' thCf:C dc'-[.f' Cc'l1l10t be or hf'vC' not been rC'tricvco. 

Fort'~m'tfly, mo~~t of thc ir:::' u<:fi 1011{s (lcbr'tE'd by hiGtoric'n8 of the 

pnt<:lJeU.um ]wriod ("re f1ub.jrct to clc'rificc,tion by c:lwntitptiv(' (if-,tC" 
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['nd the F'uthor8 do not hC"PitF't(:' to usC' thcirdr't[' t;o corrFct prC"-

vi ow·' f'8f1crtiollf4 ['bout Am(:'ricc,9 s frpE'culiE'r insti tution. \I 

Wh(:'n the ['uthor:~ bC';5in ,,>Ii th OF'tF' thC't c3e8cribe Am(:'ric[-'n slf'v(:'ry 

the rCf'dt='r knO\\/f: ['t once thrt he i8 in for (' ppecif'l trE'['t. Gone: 

F'r(:' the" boril1C; tr,'v0'l F'CCOUl1.tS ['no trF'cts vl/hich h~"ve ff1shioneo our 

conventionr'l viC'w of plr-'vcry. LikC'vvipe b[lni::::he:d ['1'0' thC' foggy 

l1E' rrF' ti ve (; E'l1F' lys 0' Po t; 0 fIJi bt=' rf' 1 hi ["1 to ri['l1s 1/\1110 E' C:.UF' t C rC' s ('1'1 rch ViIi th 

the rc['dinc of old nE'vvPpE'p('rp. Qupntitf'tive d['t[' pr(,f1('ntE'd hE're 

['rC' clef'r 2nd rre interpreted for [,l1Y If'Y r('rdcr to follow, ~ith 

pppcndicC'P rnd dipcUf18ions of mC"thodology r0'8erv('o for Volume II. 

The purpo~c:e of t11('ir'dE'Pcription i(::: to give us f' rC'visC'o eoonomic 

picture of plpvcry. For C'xF'mpl('~ historiF'l1P h::ovC' ['f:pumc-cJ t11f't 

s12vC'yy remF'ince] profi tr'bJ.ic only beCE'Uf~e of the intrrrcGiol1.C'l f11F'vC' 

trE'c1E'; thF't plc'nters in the Old South V"CY(, l)rofitf·blC' b('c['uf1C' they 

('ngf'gC'cJ in brC"('ding for cX;Jort. Hprd 0'vhlel1cC' contn'dictp thif4 

rpsC'rtiol1 [,11c1 [,houlc~ lc"y it to rC;:'1t for('vcr. 

Still, it iF: the hh:toriogrE'phic bc:'tL:l"C' jOilWU thE't formfi the 

corE' of their work. Tl'}.e F'uthor[1 cio not hn:i t;'te to bC'gin \Ni th 

U. D. Phi llips rnel the CYUC iF' 1 qUf 8tion of vl11w the r OT no t plc've ry 

""F'r: j)ro fi tE' hIe. 1i.kc Ti1c'ny 0 the r c ri tic f': ~ they ))0 in tout thc=' t 

Phillipf1' cvid(,l1cC' 1j\~P nonrcprcPC"ntrtivC'f y0't th['t problem did not 

oC"t('r PhillilJf! from. concluClin~ thF't f\lf'vcry v"F'P Ullprofitf'blr. The 

thc-f1ir:: ::'! ugg('Ptp thC't the plf'vC' PystC-In VI1['P dyinG duE" to i11ternpl 

fconomic contrrdictio118. ~lthough Philli)G himself die not drF'~ 

thi[-1 conclusion it \M['[l cJcvC'loj)ec1 by E1pny in the t;.ehilliL)P [1chool,'; 

chieflY Chf'rlC':'! W. rl.l'mr~Clcll. RE,rtwdell F'f.'\~lC"rtC"(! th[,1: ~".:\l['vcry VIIe'P 

Cyin~~ beCF''l,l8e the jllE'ntcrp tcndeCi to ovcr::Jroduce cotton, bccF'uPC" 

fllF'very 1;110uld follov' cotton only to itG t'ne'turel limitr~~': or cen

tr['l Tex['p, enc] bC'cc1'lwC f~lf'vfry VoI::'8 incomVl"tiblc- "ilitb the on-·n,wh

inc: urbf'~1 r':ociC'ty. The Fo{':C'l en(: EnceYr'IF'n l.1c'tC'ri['l rci'utcof1 ('e'ch 

of thE"f~epoint[~. FOT (,Xf'ElplC', they lJoint out thc't HE'mr-:oell Vic1 C011-

clu:-::ion[! we'rC' b[,8ct1 \1) 011 the ri :-:(' in co tt:on PTOc":UC tion pnd the:' cJ c

cline' in cotton l)ricC'f1 elurinG the 1(?50 v r'. Hemp-del"l oonclu(1eo t11<,t 

the lJricC' of cotton V"['f 1 bOUl1C to dc-cline to the' [Joint t11['t c\lE'vC'ry 

v'oulC bC'collle' UnlJrofitc'ble. In contr[-'8t~ the euthoyf' f'iho'llI t112t 

there' vllf'p nothinc: unufTL1~'1 ~'bout the f11i.::;ht o(-"clinc in cotton lJricC8 

bC"tw(-"cn lr:57 ~'1l(:~ lCGO~ (' (:cc1inc th['t VVFlG not out of line vl/i"l::11 th0' 

gcncrE'l d01,l''YlWF'rcJ tYeJ:).cJ of YC' 1,l'/ cotton .LJricC"P. t11F't bc:gE'n in lC02. 

Thc:y lJYCSCl1t .~'cJclJtionl"l cJc't<-' to P1101;\1 th,'t co l:ton :lyol1uction Vil['P 
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C'xtremely profi tpble: in th0' 1(350 Vf1 p fpr too profi trblc to f1umize 

th<"t f11f'very WC'S dying. 

The' puthol"s v trC'c'tment of Eugene: G('nov<?se vdll be of p,'rtic

ul<="'r intcrC'r~t to stUdents \11ho he've been h<:f'vily influe:ncc-'d by 

GcnovC' f1C v \o~70 rk, ~.r:.h.c: .. P.oJi,t,i. c.t:l.~.co.no.Il!:Y, ,0.£ .. S)o?.v:t=',r'y:'~. Gcnovt=' f~ C' [' rgue: d 

pe:r~-:uc'fdvc:ly thpt hir~toripns hrvc bcrn preoccupied with the ,prof

itF'bility issuC' <"no thus blincJrd to thr overriding conCfTns of thE' 

plc'nt('r clpflf'~ p r clf'S8 which \'7f'S "pre:cE'pi tplist,;: mt='pninG tllE't it 

f~uborc1inF'tC'cJ its drivc for profit to its intt='rest in m<"intr'ining 

its soci['l 2nd po1iticpl lcpee:rshio. TherC'forc, Genovt='st=' prguC'd, 

it is <,'b8urd to bC'lit='v(' thpt the plpnh'r clps8 vlloulo lwvC' pb,'nuont='d 

slE'vC'ry f1im]!ly bcc<"m<(" of declining profits. Hrthcr, in the: i'E'ce 

of dC'clining profit8, s12vC'holdC'rs would perk p Jliticpl f101ution, 

~~r, to ~r0'8('rv<? th0'ir prccppitplist system. 

Fo{,-:c:l pnel EncC'rml;'l1 pre not the first to pttF.'ck tht=' vplioity of 

GenovC'se: v position. Lc:c D0'11son sUGg0'st0'cJ sC'vert=' m('thodologicpl 

problrms ~ith the 

§. t:.u~CJ.,y, _0.J~ Pi,::~,t:0.l:y .• _ 

in hif4 vl/ork T01Jl1['rd 1'" SCiE'11tific , "'.""'" - .. -" , , ...... . 

com:,)ut<?r iJroc<?fISC'd, to show thpt slE'v('holcJ0'rFI (,2rneo high rptc8 of 

r0'turn, COIi1,Jf:"'rE'ble to rt'tcp of E'ny otb.cr invC'stment v"ithin thC' 

CPlJitE'list 0yr~tClil of th0' IG50 9 8 • Th0'ir lllP-r.criE'l furthc-'r bolwt.e:rf4 

the: C;:S0' offC'rcc1 by Conr.:'c1 ,'11.(: EE'yrr to the ('f:l.e-ct th!"t r:levt='ry 

~w'ri f' hiC;hl;y profi-L:.::>ble: c~'iJitf'li~~t invcfd::me:nt ['n(~ they :::lho\~1 thE't 

if ['nything, Conrro flilll LlcY0'r Ul1.cJerC(-1till1,F'tC'o the pvcrpgc: rC't(' of 

ret-urn from 81F'vC' ry. Thc-'y conccll c Genovc 8(' v point th[\ t thC' slC'vC'-

holJcn~ VE'lue:cJ th0'ir lif(,~~flty1e: ,'11C: l)Qvilcr but chC'llcl1C;cci hi~, COl.l

trntion thpt theGC' cOn1mi tmcntp conflictC'o v"ith thE'" purr~ui t of 

profi t. 

The p u tho rr. dono t hE' G i tf' te to f' ttc' ck myths h0' Id by the: rao r~ t 
8yr,l)pthct:Lc ('xponcntr: of [.' lq;itimfltC' blf'ck hi::~tory, t'nC:; c'F1 they 

uo i.~0 the: cC'ntr,'l pur~)op.e: of t~:J.('ir \~'ork C:ll1crC;f'r:::. Their d<"tc' ~1hoV11 

thpt r:lrv(,8 \".ICYC cfJ:'iciC'nt ;:'nu rcJF'}?tE'blq tJlf't f~1?vc8 vi/ (,TC morT 

e:ffi-cicnt thr'll their Y'ibite cOUlltcr~F'r-l~i~~ tllc't they c'GPptcd cc'8ily 

to [In urbc'n, inCuntrif' 1 r~(' ttinC., Gc' inin~. r:!!;:i 1'1.::: F'ncJ Uf. D. J) 

C',lrning w,'CC: ~~ cor,lp['rF'blc to fre:c \·,hit0' v"ork~'n~ in t11r Horth. 

'l'hc c'utho:n; concluC::c flc'tly tlwt the ('conorn.ic E'rgtul1cnt E't;['ill[1t 

f~V'vcry i(:' \"ithout fO'LmdE ' tion. ~l:h.('r(-'forc, thC'y un(lercut f'l1y vC'r

SiOll 0:( thc (··YC;u':.lcnt th,7't Civil ,'iPY' C["t.1T!['lity (';:'11 1)(-" c8t['b1ift hccJ 
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by shoVl7ing fl sick fine] dying 80u"thprn ("conomy f['cf'd off f'gf'in8t f' 

h("E'lthy, expflnclinc north<:rn E'conomy. But thrir cr:ntrfll purposE' 

is not to discuss Civil WE'r cflus['lity. Rf'thr:r, it i8 to providr: 

f~ystr:mf'tic ['nd compre'henf'livr C'vid<?ncE' rito correct thr: perversion 

of thc history of Blf'cks -- in order to fltrike dOVl'n the virvv thE't 

blf'ck Amcricf'nfl werE' without cultur<?, vvithout f'chir:v<?mrnt, rnd 

'vITi thout ckvr:lopmrnt for their first two h1..mdreo 2nd fifty yr:f'rs on 

Americfln soil o t; If slf'very VJE'S prof'i tflblC' <'nc1 slF'vef1 could fInd 

clid rCF'ch f' re~'f'on['blc level of E'chirve"ITle"nt, VIlE'S slE'v<?ry so dE'

sirflble? Of coursr: not: R['thE'r, thC' ['uthors show thF't the" old 

C'conomic l"rgurnc:'nt F'gf'inst slF'vrry VUE'S flnd continue'S to 1)(" b28C'd 

upon the: fplsC' pr('misethF't blf'cks were" inferior 2nG in [lny Cf'SP 

VJI?Te Vllorkinc. flnd living vIIi thin f' systpm thflt mE'or: flchievemr:nt im

possible. In contrflst, they show thf't mopt blflcks pchievr:c1 2S 

much or morr: thf'n their v17hi tE' countcrpf'rtf! c1eppi te the F'rbi trf'ry 

restrictions of the system. 

Some rC2dC'rs will rC','Srct thF't the i88ue of Civil Wf'r CF'u82lity 

WE'r~ not sC'ttlC'Ci in this v"ork. Other issue8 ccntrE'l in th<? rJindp 

of politicpl historif'ns ~ere c1cplt vuith periphrrF'lly. Fogel F'nd 

Enge:rm~'n hF'vC' fl CiifferE'llt purpo fl r; to countC'r historiF'ns of ['ny 

ppr8Uf'8ion V'.rho hE've given UFI f' fplpC' picture of f 11E'very [-'nd to in

sist thE't flny historicf'l flrgulllent, no r:l.2ttrr hoy' persuF'sive or 

wpll intended, must 8qUf're with ['11 E'vf'il['ble qw'ntitp-(;ivE' d2tf'. 

ItVs [' vvF'rning thF't no comj)<2tel1t historif'n C['11. F'fford to ignor<:o 


