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"GIVIL WAR LETTERS®

A
ERNTI HAMLIN

George C, Leonerd wes born in Cennonsville, N.Y,, in 13833.
When he wes twenty-nine yesrs old he enlisted in the 144F1 Regiment
of the New York Volunteer Infentry. It wes August 25, 1862, #nd
the "perfect Union" estehlished neerly o century before wes torn
epert by & wer which would, of course, end o1l wers, Leonerd wes
young, ideeliestic, petriotic, end edventurous, Until this tine,
his 1life hed followed the pettern of mrny embitious end intelligent
young men of this eres He eorned & teeching certificete ¢t Freonklin
University #nd secured o position in Bloomville, IN,Y. where he met
hist wife Dorces, After merrying, Leonsrd pursued boot #nd shoe
meking ee o prosperous trede, end moved to Hemden, N.Y., Prior to
the outbreek of the wer two of his four children, Ossisn end Jessie,
were born. When the wer broke out George Leonerd wes emong the
firpt in the eres to enlist. Everyone knew the wer would soon end,
the Rebels would he subducd, end the gellent Union victors would

merch home ogoin to their femilies,

The weiting begen., The long ené lonely roed to the cventuel
Union victory wes cluttered with frustreted hopes, end frectured
ideologiesn, lisny men like George Leonerd drcemed ¢ little, preyed
& little, fought herd end filled their young minds with new, end

often bitter experiences,

It secems earentiel thet the mood ond emotion of history be
felt end understood es cleerly s the texthooks eventss end bheceuse
he is my greet-~greet grenifother, it ic unicuely importent to me
thet I feel encé understend the thoughts end emotions of George
Leonerd himself, Thus there ig o durl esignificence to the legrcy
he left behinds & collection of letters he wrote to his wife, Dorces,
ae he journeycd through the rebellious south during the Civil Wer,
They begin where he hegen, vwritten firet from Cemp Sewerd, Virginie,
juet south of Weshington, D.C. Here, ond in Cempn Bliss in Upton,
Virginie, he spent the leat monthe of 1062, On October 16th, he
records hig errliest impreesions of soldiering ond of the city,

Weshinston, D.C,
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Deear Dorces:

eselt im evening now, end the cemp is rether
cuiet. We ceme to this cemp the next dey efter
I wrote you from Weshington...l tremped sround
the: city e little in the morning before we left
end went into the Cepitol end you better believe
it wes o big thing for us country jockies, I
sew more merble ten times over then I ever sow
in my life befored..

The night we errived here there wes & re—
port thet we were to heve some “work®™ to do
right streight elong, but no one secemed much
Tfrightened except Ceopt. Stone, =omc of the boys
thought he wee hedly scercd sndé we hed orders to
#lecp with our clothes ¢11 on, #nd¢ our guns in
nofition where we could ley our hends on them
vithout difficulty.e.eet 211 cvente I heven't
heerd e eny of our compenies heve been celled
0UTswe

Contect with the "Rebe® wee not reelly es common o these young

netriots hed supposed, each foreccest of beattle become o thrilling

hope of edventure, »nd prirsoners were the ultimete bhedge of glory.
? &

On October 23, 1062, Leonerd writes his wifes

oo There were two compenies of the 143L4 Regiment
(vhich ie encemped just by us) out the other dey
and they brought in & couple of prisoncrs but
whethier we will heve the luck to get eny, I cen't
tell oo yeteos

He o21lmo odds:

I cen't sy oo rome do thet I reelly went to get

into # bettle but feel guite indenendent of it.

I would rether prefer not going into bettle, but

i¥ it #0 heppens I don't intend now to pley sneek
or cowsrrd but teke my chences with the resta.,

By lete MNovember the weeather in Virginie begen to turn cold end demp,
though the iccology =till nersicted, the reslities of thelr existence
crested o more pensive mood cwong the soldicrs, On MNovember 19th,
1662, Teonerd writes:

sesbut o8 for getting homesick, T heven't come to
thet yet, #nd if I wes situeted ogein es I wogm, I
em not sure but I should enliat egein, though &
good meny of the boye think ii they were only bheck
home agein they would stey there, but the mein
objecction I heve to soldiering is on eccount of
being senereted from wmy frmily. Soldiering is
very ool business of itzclf, eepeccierlly vhen we
live to hownce ¢g vie do NeTCews

Liven nov, thoush, the hopes for & repid end to the fighting vere

gtill highe On December 14+th, he writess
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CVCreaoirom vhet I cen leern, he wes neturelly

o shrewd emert fellow end @ herdened ceose ond
secmed to depend on his good fortune to get

him out of this screpees.lle et on his coffin
end the major read his desth werrent to him,
then he knelt beside it ond the cheplein nreyed
for him, then he wes blindfolded end pleced in

& position fecing the merksmen, knecling elightly
forwerd pgeinet hin coffine...the order wes given
to fire.,.he then reised up end fell over becke-
word being etruck in the chest with two bells,
A= goon o8 Life woe ecxtinet the division were
norched in review peat the corpsces.

Though siclucss Lird been o constent mensce, it grew to its
greatest dimsncong in the fo1l of 1863 when the 14483 wes ordered
to Folly Isiend, 5H.C,:

October 14, 1363

Deor Doverna:
saoWe hove rmometimes thought end it hes often

been wenmprked thet the heelth of the regiment is
improving, but reelly I cen't =sce it. Soon efter
we ceme to this cemp, we hed & hundred end twenty-—
Tive to thirty renorted gsick every dey, now we

ove two hundred fifty to eixty, wo I cen't see
where the gein ies of those thet ceme here with

#y Tthere are twenty two deed ond buried, twenty
of vhom heve died of diseese, end two heve becen
¢illed, only one by the Rehs, the other eccidently
by the bursrting of our ovn gUN...

Thouch bettles continued to be scerce for Leonerd's regiment,
the experiences were still nlentiful. In 1864 the regiment moved
very deeply south to Jecksonville, Floride., Therc Leonerd found &
climete #nd life fescineting with newnesga,

lerch 16, 1064

ssoto tell the truth I heve olmost Tell in love
vith thie section of the country, end I think e
men could live oo cheep here with just o little
lees then helf the lebor he esn up in our country.
Ang lend is remerkeble ches) here too, before the
wor commenecd, it mold for ¢ doller end from thet
to twelve schillings per ecre, their principel
crops herc ere swect potetocs, cotton, corn, ond
AUZOT CiNT.esel Wwent into e house owncd end oc-
cupicd by » men nemed Pelmer...l hed cuite 2 telk
with two of his deughtcre...they told me when the
wer brolke out their fether hed Torty sleves end
now they were 211 golle...they scemed to cere but
little #bout thet, bute..menifested & good deel of
feeling when opneeking of the suffering end desth
oF £0 meny poor soldiere in both @XmMicTe..
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The elcection of 1064 wea perheps one of the most dremetic
episodea of the wer yesrrs, From ecerly April until election time in
mid-November, Leonerd's letters to his wife ere £illed with hie
thoughts ond observetions on the subject.

April 28, 1064

eesl Dolicve you heove written » number of timcse
something in rcnmrd to politice end you scem

to be quite snxicus I should vote for 01ld Lbe,
#1nd I pm sure I've no objeetion to doing fo

bBut yoor oninion, o8 expressed in your lest
letter, agroce vith mine exectly for I don't
Izmmow of o wen in the world thet I would 1lik

#r well to vote for o John C. Freenont...

October 23, 1064

eoethe Chicego Pletform I hardn't seen before,
smd I crn't see how eny men of sense cen vote
Tor such o pletform unless hc ig en out end

out trﬂltor,..l think...there ere two or threc
of our compsny thet will Qrob bly votc for
1MeClellend, but the most of them ere in for

01d Abe, ©Dome think lieClellend will meke o big
run #nd perhops be eleceted but it don't =seem

to me thet we heve treitors ond cowerds enough
in the country to clcct himess

In Anril 1865 the Union troops heerd the news of President Lincoln's
cepeepinetion,. Leonerd's reecction illustretes the grief of on
g

oeoThe mein subject of thought #nd conversetion

here now ie the sesessinetion of the President

eeelt coent o gloom over everything. 211 the

flegs were immedietely lowered to helf mest ond

cesthicre woe 2 gun fired every helf hour through

the deye.olt 18 &n ”WLul Dlow to our country.

But I'm in hopes it vill not heve the effect to

arolong the wer oxr hpve o bed cffect on the terns

of submission of the Rebelseoe.

lieny of the young petriots who left their homes in 10663 never

returned, but Gecorgc Leonerd wes fortunete. Ile ceme home o ser-
geent with thrce hundrcd dollers severencc pey. IHe pecked bis
femily off to Hencocl, I'.Y,, vhere he bought ¢ lerge piece of
pronerty, resuming his cshoemeking trede. Herce he lived out his
life, well-liked end respected ¢8 o fkillful end honest tredeesmen,
e good citizen, & “men of lettere”™ end o student of his times who
held very definite opinions on netionel effeirs, When he dicd in
1095 he left o velueble legeey, not only through the written memoirs
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of his srmy ceye, o cerefully seved end cherished by his T
but throush the mewories snd imeges he created in the minds of
those who kncw him, mermoriecs thet ensble him to be understood end

admircd even 110V,



