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"GIV][L WAR LETTERsrr 

ERNI HAMLIN 

Gr:orge C. J...J(-'on<"rd VUF'8 born in CF'nnon8ville, N.Y.~ in 1833. 

When hE' \'liE'S tv"E'nty-nine YE'c'rs old he enlisted in the 144.tl~ :.Regiment 

of thr: nev\1 York Volilllteer Inf,::'ntry. It VUt'8 August 25, 1862, f'nd 

thE' tlpE' rfr: c t UnionH e st[-':bli8hE'd net'rly E' cE'ntury bE' forr: \"<"-8 torn 

f'pE'rt. by [' Vlf'r li"hj.ch v.lould, of coursr:? r:ncJ t'll V'1t'rr~. L0'onf'rd \lilt'8 

young, idE'f'li8tic, p1:1triotic, pnd t'dVE'nturour:. Until thif1 timE', 

his-: lifE' hE'd folloV'lE'd thE' pF'tt0'rn of mc-'ny ['mbi tiouf~ ['nO int0'lligE'nt 

young ll1E'n of thif1 ('r[,. HE' E"f'rnE'd c' tE'E'ching certificpte f't FrE'nklin 

UnivE'rsity f'nd f'r:cUrE'o 1" poP-ition in Bloomvill0', N.Y. \11hE'rr: 11r: mE't 

his ~if2 Dorcf's. Aftr:r mt'rrying, LE'ont'r~ pur8ur:d boot pnd shoE' 

m['lcinc~ f'f: [' prOfiiJE'rOUs trf'dE' 7 f'ne] movE'd to Hf'moen, N. Y. Prior to 

thE' outbrE'f'k of thE' 1JIlf:'r two of his fouI' chilc1rE'n? Of'8ipn ['11.0 JE's8ie, 

V,iE'l"E' born. Vvh0'n the WE'r brok0' out Grorg(' 1E'ol1f'rd \1111"8 f'mone; th0' 

first in thE' pret' to E'nlist. Everyone knE'~ thE' \Ii~r would soon ('no, 

thE' RE'be'lfl vl10uld b(' 8ubdue'o, E'nC! the GPlli'nt Union victors v"ould 

mE'roh homE" PC2in to thE'ir fE'milir:8. 

Th0' wE'i ting begE'n. Thr: long f'nc] lonr:ly rOFle] to the r:vr:ntuc'l 

Union victory yVf'8 cluttr:red v'/ith frustrfltE'd hopr:s, ['no frE'cturE"d 

ioeoloc;ieri • r,I[-'ny men likf GE'orge JJeonF'rd dr('['me(~ ::' li ttl0', flrE'yed 

f' Ii ttl(-', fought hf'rd f'ne filled the-ir young D1inc1f'l ,'lith nr:,,}, ['no 

often bi tteT E'x.i!E'ricncrs. 

It 8e'(,Elf! E'f!80'ntiC'1 thF't thE' mood [='11(:1 E'Hlotion of history lJ<? 

f0'1t F'ne] uncJrrfltooc! P8 clE'prly flS th0' tE'xt'bOOli::f! E'V0'ntf~~ flnel bE'CF'UPE' 

he i8 my grfF't--C';r0'f' t :ZTF'nC:f>ther? it ir tmiC''Ll<?ly iFljJOrt:f'nt to me 

thC't I feel f ln(l unllC'rf·d.~E'n(~ the' thoughts [,11.C: e'motiom; of George 

Leol1E'rcJ himf~elf. Thuf1 there i8 [' Clupl p.ignificf'nce to the' leCJ'cy 

he' lE'rt bE'hilld~ :.=' collection of lette'r8 he' v,'rot(' to hi[1 \""if0'? lJorcE's? 

EIS he journ0'ye-o through thE' rrbrlliour south durinc thE' Civil WF'r. 

Th0'y bE'gin v·1herr he lxg.:"n, v.;riti.:ron first f1'O['l CrImp SE'v.11"rcl, Vi:r&;inie', 

jUGt south of Wpshineton, D.C. BroTt', 2nd in CC'mp Blifls in Upton, 

Virginip, he' spent the' IpGt months of lU62. On OctobE'r 16th, hro 

recorOf-l lds E'''rliE'f~t impre'f!f<iolU' of f'olcJ.:Lrrin[; [11OJ.~1 o:f _"t1'lt:: city, 

VVE' f1 hi n.;':,t on , D. C. 
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DeFl r Dorcf' f1: 

..• It i8 E'venine no~, e'nJ thE' C2BV is r2ther 
(,uift. WE' Cf'mr: to thi8 cC'mp the nr:xt d/,'y 2fter 
I \"rotE' you from VVf'shingtono •• I trpmpE'd rro'lmu 
th0 city P littlr: in thE' morning before we left 
rna ~l'nt into thE' Cppitol pnd you bettC'r believr: 
it VU2f1 [' biG thing' for U8 country jockiE's. I 
81"\" morr: l11f'rble ten times ovr:r thpn I f'ver Sf'1/IT 
in my life b<?'fore ••• 

Thr: niGht ~r: prrived here there WflS f' rl'­
port the't V"f' Pf'T(" to hE'vl? flOral' [[Y"ork[t to do 
right r.tre'ight plong, but no one 8("f'mf'd much 
friGhtened except Crpt. Stonf' , Gome of thr bOYf1 
thouGht hE' \~IF;P. 1)f'(Jly GCf're:o f'nei V\I(" hF'O orc1f'rs to 
f~lcep \l'lith our clothE'8 ,'lIon, c'nll O'l~r guns in 
llofli tion \';hC'TE' 1/'.1(' COul(l Ipy our hrnc1f1 on thE'm 
Y'ithout difficulty • •• F't "II C'vE'ntp I hf'vC'n't 
h(:'['r(l flr< e'ny of our CO!;lpc:'nieG ht'vE' l)(:'("n c['llE'd 
out ••• 

OontF'ct '",it}) the: 111(C'bG[; vilE'8 not rr:f'lly ,'f1 cor,llil0n 1"G thE'nE' young 

l'Jf'triots h"d GUPPOf!Fc1., e2ch forr:c,:1flt of b2ttlC' beCF'mE' f' thrilling 

hopE' of F'cJvr:nturr, !"nd pri::10nerG \~ler(' the ul timt"te bE'dgE' of glory. 

On Octol)E'r 23, lL~62~ LC'oll['rcJ \"rite8 hip- \,,'ifr~ 

••• Thr:n-' were t1!"0 compc:'nie8 of thE' 143..~lI, Rrgim0'nt 
(':'hieh if! enc[-' mpeCl jUf1t by un) out thr: other CE'y 
pnd they brought in f' couplE' of prisoners but 
vhrthc-'r \i1E' v"ill h['vE' th(' luck to Get ('ny, I CF'nOt 
tE'll 2G yet •.• 

I c,'n 9 t p.[:'Y ['S ["01':10' do th('t I re[-'lly I/W'llt to g0't 
into r ot'ttlr b1.:~-c fFfl quite in0e)fnoent of it. 
I V'10ulcJ I'F'thcr prcfrr not goin[': into bE'ttlE', but 
ii it 1'!0 h::'jJ~,)eIW I uon't intend nov;' to plr-'y f1l1C'f'lc 
or cO\lV[lrc1 but tr,kc: my Ch1"11.CE'8 vilith thE' ref~t ••• 

Dy lE'tl? 1'.:ovF1111.)('r th2 \ill(,E'th0'r in Virgini[l bcg['n to turn colt] find UE'lTI) , 

thouC~h the: iC('olo{;y f-Itill;)frsir!t('cl, the rE'~'liti(,f1 of thrir f'xifltE'ncE' 

crer'tcel p mon? j)l?lwivC' fflOOCi c'll]OllG thE' ~~olelicrs. On TTovcwlxr 19th, 

lCG2, JJc:ol1C'rCi \;'ritC'G~ 

••• but ['8 for o;cttine hOn1Cf:ick, I l1<'v(,11't come to 
t11[,-[:: yet, ['nd if I Vv~'8 situC'trd E'gF'in c'E~ I \",';"8, I 
2m not sure: but I dlOUlcJ Fnli~:1t c'Gp in, thouGh F' 

good mE'ny of the lJoys think ii' the-'y were only bF'Cl;: 
home pgf'in they ,"oulel 8tc'y thcre, but t11r: 1.1E'in 
objection I he'v(' to :,'lolcliering ip- on [:'CCOl' . .11t of 
b0'inG f~(1)(lrc,·t:E'cl froDt ~.11.y f['mily. SolcJicrinG if! 
very good bU8inE'r:s of i1;::clf, rG1JC'ciF'11y '.'lhl?11. ""r 
live to houC' f'P- \" c (10 here ••• 

,li;vcn no\', thou:~;h, thc Jto:w;:-! for r' rr')ic1 E?n( to thE' fichtinc; \"E'rr 

sti 11 hi{~h. On )J(,CCLli,)CT 14th, h(" \,lri t('f~; 



r:vC'r ••• from ~''';h(''t I cr'n lE'f'rn, hE' VI'F'S npturc"lly 
F' r~hrC'vlla ~lilF':rt fl? 110 v·' f'no F' hE' rch'ne d c F' S E' C'YH] 

sr:emE'd to dE'j)f'nd on his good fortu.Il1? -(:0 gl?t 
him out of thif1 scrppE' ••• IIi? SF't on his coffin 
F'n(l thE' lil~'jor r0'E'd his OE'pth 1JIlF'rrr'nt to him, 
then h0' knC'lt besidE' it r'nd thE' chF'p12in lJrt'y<?d 
for him, then h(' y~S blindfoldr:o 2nd plpcrd in 
F' pO::'ition fe-"cing thE' mc'rksmE'n~ knr:'C'ling sliGhtly 
f 0 T 'vV[; rel ~, {!;2 ins t hi [1 coffin ••• the 0 rd <? r VI'c'S e;i VE'n 
to fi.I·(-,o •• 11<? thl?n r('if!("d up ['no fell ovrr b['ck­
V'.1[11'(; 'I;('~rl{~ f~truck in the chE'flt with tv'.lO bC'll[~. 
1\ ~., f' (, (in :' f~ l. i f (' ';'IE' f'. (' xt inc t the d i vi f1 i on WE're 
r,iC ' f' d~,:' (J :~n rcviCT :Jc'flt the COrpf'T ••• 

"·,11-

r:L'hough ~'::L(;1'.~-:.;'~'!~1 LpG bl?l'n (' confltF'nt mem'c(", it grew to its 

gr(,,2test oili!:'n~:~.',)lJ.~': in -t:hl? fe'll of 1863 VllhE'n the' 144-"Ul \"IF'S oror:r("d 

to Folly IS-.:~'jlC19 ~),C,)~; 

October l4, 1063 

.00 'vJe hF've f'omr:tiJ.:1e;:! thouGht F'nd it hps often 
b('("n ~r.'fL1r."rk("d th[-'t th<? heF'lth of thl: rE'Giment is 
ill1j)rovinc, but YC?F111y I cpnVt 8('(' it. Soon 2fter 
V"C? CElDI? to this cf'mp, VilE' h['Ci c' h1.U1url?C.l. F'ncl tViI('nty­
fivE' to thirty reportee 8ick C?very d['y, now w(" 

he'VE' ty"O hundred fifty to rixty, [<0 I cf'nQt flC?C? 
wherE' thc gpin is; of thoF'€' thf't CF'me:' here y,;ith 
up., thE'rC? i'rE'ti;"Cl1ty tv'IO c)('Po C'nd buriE?'d, t 1!Ie'l1ty 
of '. 'hom hElVE' cJiE'cJ of c1i8E'f'SE', Elnd tv·,o hE'vE' beC'n 
killE'd, only on0' by th(" nebs, thc othcr C'cciCirntly 
by the' bursting of our ov'n gW1 ••• 

ThouGh bf-,ttlcs con-tinuE'd l~o b(" f,CE'rcC' i:'or J.JC?OllprU '8 rE?'gimrnt, 

thE' cxpcriel1ces V'E'rc still~)lcntiful. In 1864 the rcgililE'nt moved 

v0'ry de(" pl;y south to J,·'clu'1onville, Floridp. ThE'r<? I,E'Ollf'rd found E' 

c limC' tc c'ne) li fE' ft' 8 C inp ting v"i th nE' Vl1l1(' f! s • 

••• to tell the truth I hF've plmoflt fell in lovE?' 
;"ith this fl0'ction of the' country, £'no I think C' 

Elf-'n could live c'~ chC'C'p h(,l~e ",.iith jUf.,t e' li ttlC" 
lcsf' tlwn he'l±' the l[lbor he C::'1'1 U.1') in our country. 
An(J lE'nc1 is rCE1<"rlcc"blC:' che,") hfT2 too, before the 

J. 

','i'pr COE1l1WnCeU, it: r10lJI for F' c1oll;::'r E'ncJ from th1"t 
to ty"elve :::chillings pr:r ['crc, their principe'l 
crop~ hE're F'rc SVI'cct potptOE'S, cotton 9 corn, rn~ 
8u[';2r cf'n(' •••• I \'\iCl1t into E' hour!c o'.iilned ['nd oc­
cu)icu by p mC'l1 nt'med Pplmer ••• 1 h2(] cuite C' tc1 1k 
v"ith t\"o of bis cJ[:'ughtC'n~ ••• thC'y told me when the 
v"[·'r bI"ol~c out th('i:'c f~'thcr hpo forty slpvE's ('nO 
nov" they 1."("1"(' ['11 gone.o.they f'C('filC"d to Cc'rE' but 
little E'lJou-c. tJ:]pt, but ••• 111tl1i:fc~!tt'd r' Good Ge'("l of 
feeLLnc; \lIhcn f!:}cf'kinc;- of the sufferillG c'neJ dCF'th 
of f'O m,.:'ny j)oor f;olcJi('r~ in both <'rmiC'~ ••• 
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Thr e?lcction of 1064 VVE'8 })crht'ps one: of the most drf'mf'tic 

e-'ph1 0de'8 of the' 1JIIf'r YE'prs. From r:f1rly April until E'1E'ction time-' in 

mid-NovcmbC'r, 1eo112r0 9 8 lrtters to his vvife 2r0' fille:d ~ith his 

thouGhts ['nd obf~E'rvE'tions on thc 8ubjE'ct. 

o oaI bc licv,,> you l.~' VC' \II'ritt fl1 f' number of timn : 
AQrllrth..ing in r l?c;r;'.cd t o 1)01itic8 E'l1cJ y ou 8C't"m 
bo be' nuit r 2nxi0 u8 I 8houlo vote for Old ~ bC', 
pud I Plil purE' II T,'r-- no ob j E'ction to doinG r'0 
b,.l-[. yf).,.l.r O ) ~ . .ai onf ('8 <"xpreS FE'O i n your I ps t 
lr:tt. (~r, '"'gr-:cfl 'I'i t h 11 'nt" (?xf' ctly for I on i t 
]..:.;.10 \'1 (::r: -, L'(, 11 i n '1.:11(-' VIlorltl thf't I v'/Quld likE" 
(';;': \Il~ ll to v ot(? f or F'8 Jolm C. Fr('r:Llont ••• 

O J IC'r A ctobC'r _'9 uOlt 

, .•• th(' Chic[;go PIE'tformI }pc1n V t 8('en beforC', 
t''1.cJ I o·:'n I t s(' (' how f'ny r112n of s('n8(, c('n vote 
j'::;r Fn~h ~, plF'tform 1JJllC'8S h(' if: f'n out C'ncJ 
O'J.t tr~'i tor. 0.1 think.o. there: f're tVJo or thrC'C' 
of ou~~' COmpf'l1y thf't will probf'bly vote for 
1\.1(;Cl('111"no ~ but the mOf!t of them pre? in for 
Ola Abr. ~ome think licCIC'112nd ~ill mf'ke? f1 big 
run c'no pC'rhc'pf! be C'lfctrd but it don v t SE't"m 
to nw th2t vile hf'VC? trf'i tors [-'no cO,(:.'2rGS ('nou&h 
in the country to elect him ••• 

In J\ ) ri1 1365 thr Union troops hr['ro th(' nev,l~ of Pr('P-idrnt Lincoln9f~ 

t'88c'ppinF'tio11o J.JeonE'rcJ 18 rC'f'ction i11ustr.:'tf's thE' grief of ['11 

••• The 1'11[-' in 8ubj e? ct of thought ~'nd COl1V0' rst' tion 
here nov1 is thE' ['f!st's~im-'tion of the PYrsiclE'llt 
••• it Ct'f1 t f' gloorJ.1 OVf-r e.=-vf-rythin{;. All the 
flc'g~ p('re irru!le(\if'te?ly 10WE'TC'd to hf'lf mt'st ("11(1 
••• thC'rc- \M[-'8 f' gun fired ('very hf'lf hour thl~ouc.;h 
th0' c1c'y ••• It is 2)1. :,'v,':[ul IJlov" to our country. 
But I 9m in 110 J) (' sit ,"iII not hc"vc- th(' (' ffr ct to 
~JrolonG thc- \"121" or hpvE' [' bf'cl effect on the tE'rE18 
of submission of the RrbC'ls •• o 

r.::C:'l1.y o:~ the yOW1[S' j),wc.riots \"'ho left their hOi:1f-8 in 1063 nrver 

rfturn0'd~ but George Lc-on2rd V'·'c'8 fortune,teo lIE' Cf'me homE' E" SE'r­

gf'o'nt ""ith threC' hundred 0011,,'rs f.1 ('ve?rf'ncc P[:'Yo He Pf'c)c('o bir. 

fF'mily off to B>ncoch:, l~. y. p v'here.=- he bought [' lc'rge? piC"ce? of 

IH'O~)(?rty, re?~'lunin(', hiG p.hoE'mf'ldng tn,oe. Here he lived out hip 

lift", y.T('II-1iked ('nd r(,8j1('ctC?d C'S f1 pl;:il1ful fInd honrst trc'cJt"pmF'n, 

f' good ci tizfn, P ;;lnE'n of l('tt('r~:t f'nel [' 8tucknt of hip. timC'f~ \,;lho 

hfld very definitE' o)inionp on llt'tion21 E"fff'irs. When he died in 

1095 he lr:ft f' Vf'luc:'ble l('g('cy~ not only through the \,;ri ttel1 memoin 
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of Jlif ' F'rmy df'yr~1 f'O c~'r('fully 8Pvro 2nll chfri~~h('d by his f,"mily? 

but throu: :h the l11C'UloriC'8 !"no iE1PgC'S hE' crcptC'd in tlw minds of 

thosC' I-"ho InlC'J\I him, mf'HoriC's th1"t ('nt'b1E' him to be uncJC'rr-djooo 211Cl 


