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RICHAHD GALJ.JAGlmR 

HiptoriE'ns hF'v€' trpdi tionplly vieV"C:'d li terl"ture ::'s en excellent 

source of culturc:'l hi8tory. Hov'E'vE'r, thE' E'mph['sis hps usuelly been 

eJirecte:'o towprd " C l p8Sics(\ or bE'st-selling poult bookr~. Di~icu8sion8 

of juvC:'nilE' litC:'returC' hpvE' gE'nE'rplly be0'n confinro to E'nplY[~E'8 of 

HorE'tio Alger, Jr., 1"8 P soci['l Dpr\"inist, en F'pproF'ch p11ich hE'S 

sincE' been thoroughly discreditE'd. 1 It mey bE' F'rguE'ct -t:hF't low-gr8dE' 

juvE'nilE' litE'rpturE' h['s no historicF'l vplu0' et ell, but I bC'liE'vE' 

thE't F' cloPE' E'Xf'll1inption of the l!:'.£nZ~_ \II1il1 not lJE'rmi t Buch F' con­

clusion. 'ro bccin 'Pith, theflE' c!torir8 hE've:' bC'cn rcp(1 "by en in­

crediblE' nu.mbE'r of pc:oplE'. Furth('rmorc: ~ "'lt11ou[:';11 I" stE'tif'ticF'l 

pn[lly:::ir; rE'InC'ins to be done, thf'Y SCf'JU to l1['ve:' bern rE'f'd by 1"11 

litE'rptf' cl('f:f~es. In 1926, for c:xE'mple, the .Amf'riCE'n Librpry A880-

cietion ['I)Onf~orE'lJ (' survey in y,/hich thirty-six thouP[lnCl chi1c1rE'n 

in thirty-four citiC:'8 pprticipptrd. They WE'rf' E'sked to list t11c:ir 

fpvorite books, f'nd ninety-six pE'rcent rE'8~ondcd ~ith C' titlr writtE'r 

by EcJppr(i StrF'tE'mryrrVs litE?rf'ry syndicptf'.2 It is E'stimF'tt='u thC't 

E'E'ch of the tv-ro hl1J:1ureu million StrptE'D1E'YE'r SyneJicetE' bool.;:F:; GOlll to 

(~('·tc hes b2E'n repc1 by fivE' ineJiviClupls.3 After I" 110 ""in(,; for thE' 

fect thpt therE' is [' cfrtE'in f'motmt of oVE'rlF'p (i. E'., mopt yo unf,'stE'rf 

rf~d pbout trn eiffE'rE'nt titl~s), it cell bc rf'Pponp"bly ~8tiillptfd 

tIlE't ]Jore thf'n one hW1U rc d million Ara(-' ricf'l1.s hf'vc: bE' en (?xposf'd to 

thE'f1C books. ':f.1hE' influC:'nc(' t}lr bookfl hF'Vt=' hr(J if: ilJ.1L1E'c'surF.'blc (c' 

cor!lj)['Y'E'tivC' st~tiriticf'l f'np1ysif' v,'ov.1e] be inclicF'tivE' but not de­

finitive) v but it i[~ fC:'ir to 1.;1'1.('orizf' thf't it h~lp been consiC~erc'blE' .. 

Chilllrrn rC'f'd fluch litcrf'ture throughout thE'ir formf'tive YE'f'r8. 

PicturE' bookf' prE' dE'siCnf'd for 2gCG thrce to six, flirnple ptories 

such [11~ (;ThE' BobbsE'Y Twinsl1 ere eimed c't thE' six to nine pgE' group, 

~'11.d the morE' comr)lex ::Npncy Drf'V"\; storie8 pre for yOUl1C;::=:-L:E'rp pgf'd 

ninE' through thirtE'E'n.4 Most children 00 not chrllellCC: ~~~t they 

rE'r'd phen thf'Y [IrE' f10 yO'lmg. 0I)inionf~ f'nu vrluE'P prE' unque:'stioningl:' 

f'CCE'ptE'd f'r~ ff'cts. It i~'~ not pre:e'UlilptUOU8 to thporizE' thc't r,JPny of 

to(l~yVs \\Iidf.l~" hE'lcJ vC'lu('p F'rE' formE'cl, pt lE'f'pt in pr'rt, by lov,i­

gn'uE' juvE'nilE' literf'turco 
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There is p second level Pt Y~ich these books c~n be viewed 

historicelly. Ec1wf'ro Strf'temeyer did not pro;?ose rf'cJicf'1 chpnges 

or chc'mpion unpopulf'r ceusef1. A juvenile puthor mUf1t E'lwf'Ys be con­

cious of the pE'rentel ff'ctor. As f' rule, Ar:1t'ricf'l1 children GO not 

cho08e thrir ref'uinc mpterif'ls independently. Pf'rents frequently 

exercise considE'rf'ble control over thE' books ~hich entrr their homes. 

Librf'l"y c'nl) i.~chool bOf'rds screen books cf'refully bE'fore m~king them 

f'vE'i1C'b1r to chi10ren. COl1pequcntly, f' VolritE'r vllho hf'l=l to fpcc such 

de _:fi~~cJ~.9_ censorship i8 exceedingly cC'refu1 to expref-~s only thosE' 

vf'lues \'hic11 he b0'lievcs 1j.1ill be f'{;reepble to those \"'ho 'v'1i11 Pf'SS 

judgmC'nt on his works. ViE'\IVed in this perspective, juvcnilE' lit­

erE'turC' Cf'n tell the hi storipn E' greE't c1 eE' 1 f'bout prE'vE'i ling opinions 

c'nG bfliefs in E'ny given period. 

If v"e E'ccrpt the icgef1 thE'-c populpr juv('nile 1itereturf signif­

icpnt1y influencE'S the thinking of its rff'ders, enC f't thc SE'me time 

reflects gel1erF.'lly pccf]rt-ed poult VE'lucs, thE'n it \iill be profitpble 

to eXf'Etine 80me of the w'lues expressed in the 3trptE'DJryer books. 

r\~E'ny o:f thc vE'lues pre predictC'blE', pnd [~ome ('rE' surprising. All 

C'rE' intE'rff'tinc; pllO revC'E'linC. 

SociE'l Df'r1j':il1i[~m Wf'G nfver E'mbrrcecl by Strf'temeyrr. r:1isintf'r­

prE'tptio11 prises bE'CPUf~e there; p·r0' ('llough elE'I!1Cnt8 of :=10cip1 Dc'r­

vilinsirrl to lcf'o f'Gtrpy th080' ",lho n1c'kr sU[Jerficipl E'x['minptions of 

thE' books. ThE' 1'o1101l1inc; E'xcE'rpt from thE' HOlcl Glory;; po F riE's i llus­

trE'tE'8 this point. 

(ITh0'rE' f'inVt no tC?11in{; hoY"' our mouern bf'ttlf'­
f~hips c"re 00ing to pull through in (' i'ight,i; f 1pid 
StrilcC'r. (:1\ lthough Engl,"nd c'nO /Illlfricp f'11(1 FT['nCf 
pnll GE'rrl1f'ny Pl1(:~ S1")("i11 <"no [-!Omf of thE' othfr coun·­
trier. hc've '~(,["1, thry ("inft beE'l1 !Jut into F'ctivcc usC'. 
I vVE' bccE'n told thl." Chinese E'ncJ Jf'pc'nff1E' used 80me 
of vem (lurinG thE'ir Iptr v " f'r~ but tllem hE'f'tllC'118 
don't COUl1.t .. '··-not ['lon[,;8io(' 0' ]\ng10-Sexon blood; 
fh, Ho Iwon? n 

';1 Crt-l1t you thl't, Fvr:ry timf, ~)trikrr, ---­
Al1g1o-S('xon blooo e;vfry trip, --- [1{fE'inf't the v'lor1ll~(i 
cried the EnglidllnC'n, hfc'rti1y. (:NO'~1 you tC'kf it 
c'D011C our[~0"lvfs";hC? \ent on, f'fteI' [' )f'Uf!E'. ::Thr 
AmE-'ric['l1.8 fInd En{jli~"h pnc] Gcrmf'l1P, ['nel E'VCll thcc 
French, cC'n get E'lonc togrthrr; but put f' SpE'niprd 
or e PortuguE'PE' or pn Ite1if'n, or onE' of thf't kind 
of f('llo~s f'borrd f'ne] thE'rE'v 8 troublc right r~py --­
I9 ve f4E'cn it E' bUl1<:ired timE'S. H5 

Anglo-Spxonism v"E'S cE'rtpinly f' eJoctrinr of mf'ny [1oci['l DprvJini8ts. 

HOI.'''rvr r, 1'''8 Hiche'rcJ Ho f8 tp cJ te r h['8 11ote'd, n thi s Imelo-Sc'xOl1 cJogmE' 
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bf'CE'lTIE' thE' chif'f E'1C'l1l('"'nt in AlTIf'ricr'n rE'ci :::~m in thE' Impf'riE"l E'rE"; 

but thE' ~l1YI:.tt_'l1!-(" of lm(lo-Spxonif-1m~ v,;hich for E" timt? hE'd 8 pE'r­

ticulC'rly powE'rful gnip on AmericE"n historiE'ns, did not dt?pend upon 

Dr'rlo 'inir.:lm E'ithE'r for its inCE'lltion or for its oE'velo j)mE'nt. tt6 

FurthE'rmorrc.", historiE"ns hpve frf'quE'ntly mpClt? thE' mistF'lcf' o:f E'qUf'ting 

SUCCE'G[~ storirs v"i th 80ciE'1 Dpn-· inisli1o To flr'y thE't thE' i::ri'Lunph of 

good over rvil conGtitutt?8 socipl D2rwini9l1l ip pn ovrrsimplificE'tion 

A key rlE'Fle.:'nt of thE' SOCif'l D2rVllinif!t t're;umE'nt --- thf't 'LU1bridlE'd, 

ruthlcss compE'ti tion, v'i thout rE'gt'rd to rult?s or E'thics, is E' 

nt'turE'l conchtion of life.:' --- \Mf'G llE'VE'r present in thE' StrE'tE'lTIryr:r 

books. For rvery celE'brption of ruggE'o indivit)Uf'li~~m, thE'rE' 1JIIt-'rE' 

mt'ny ElorE' 1"E'minCer8 th['t Ele.:'F'ns t'rt? morE' imjJ01"tF'nt tht'n rE'flults. 

But it Wt'S not mrre envy thE't mF'dt? Eben foc'm 
['t thE' mouth wh<:'n the Hotel Exct?lsior WF'8 lllE'n­
l:iol1<:'d. He.:' could pE'rhrps ht'v<:' bornE' the blo\M 
~)hilof' OlJhicc'lly if it he'll b('r:11 E' CF'8E' of h0l1ef1t 
Oppo~-!i tion.. But it \1\728 f['r from thi't. 

For Eben, in hi;-l )rOG;JC:'rour'l c1c='yr1 , he-'o OV.7l1r:d. 
211 th<:' lE"no on ,,:hich thE' Hotr:l Excelf-1ior <'nu thE' 
golf Grounds 1,~7E'rr: noVi' 10cf'tE'o. The to r n Vile'S ~'mE'll 
tl10'n 2nd ;ll'O;JE'rty V.7<';1 no t V\~O rth f~O much (' 0 it 
rrpiOly bE'cE'll1E' v'hen thE' Aero Corport'tion hed <:'s­
tf'blif""1hrc] its l11c'mnloth ~Jl('nt. 

Still it ht'd 1('cn Vi'~rth E' tiOy sum ~h(,ll Bre1JllstE'r 
Gt'lr: hE'd begun dickE'rinc for :Lt. Eben hF'd nE'Vl?r 
likC:'d GF'lr, but hL, mOl1E'Y hf'u f~f'enJ.l?d I"S good ['s 
thF't o:C "'nyone E'1~~E' p <'l1cl hE" hE'o lir'ltenE"u to the 
;JI'o i)0[1ition. 'rhqr he'o r~ettl<?d on e' f~um? of v.'hich 
only E' 8111(,' 11 pt' rt V,7~' s to be pr'id in c[' sh. Thi:? 
c['f-lh ~)~·ymf'J.1t Ebcl1 hf'o r<?cE'iv('u p but hra ll('ver ob­
t('inE"o E' cl?nt hlOrE'. Through f' bevvileJerillC f1fricf~ 
of slright--of-"hF'nd triclw, E'l1ginE"frE'cJ by G[.'lf pnO 
thc unl-1crujJulouf: lc'Y'YfTs hE' hirE'd .... - holelinc; C0111-
~J['nifS, r'(."0I'i=~t'niz2tionF!~ fOrCE'cl 8F'IE'F1, tl?chni­
c !' litiE'f', ['11 thE' cll?vicl?[-1 by \;.hieh flcounorel;--{ 0e­
frc'u(} hOl1<? f-:t n1E'n, v,'hilE' still )'\<'l1t'ginG to r~ tfE'r 
clff'r of j['il --,~ [10mE' v'~'y f'nd r.iOlill?hov', the'"\.: 1)001", 
bev'iil(~!E'rE'(l EbE'll E'VOl noV" coull] not uncJrrstE'llcl, hE" 
J:o'LU1d him8rlf eli v<?strd of E'cjui ty :Ln thE' property , 
'v'i th Gi"ll? H[:1itting pr<?tty(1 r'ith \11lf't 8E'rl:l<?u to bE' 
" clcF'r t:L tIe. 7 

@J' ined illE'gf'lly, or unethict'lly, he:' fltt'tfc1 unE'qu:Lvoc['lly tht't :Lt 

cou.lO not 1)(" jur<tifiE'd. 'NE':,"lthy chf'rt'cl:;('rs v·lho obtF'inE'cl thE'ir 

riches throuGh (I rviotw nr thod s \.,(' rf clN'rly CE'St E' f! vi 11<" ins. 

Strt'tE'llC'yer h('Y'shly criticizE'd unethicF'1 'J1..U:!iu(,8G:)r;.'cticE's, but 

E't: t11r S2ITlr tir,1(' hI? pr:· ' L~ C'Cl thOL~E' ':-110 mE-' oe their fort'l:Ul<?s honE'[:~tly. 
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Il1(~('C?d~ thC? fF'ct thE't StrE'tf'In:;yer F')1.0 Alger nE'vC?r ('mbr2ced f1oci21 

D~'r,,"inif1ll1, but instec'd subtly ~'ttF'cb"d it, m['y be on<: rE'Pf~On \:,'hy 

th1"1: philof101Jhy ultimc'tely f('ll out of ff'vor. 

Vih2t thE'n \'\7f'f~ thE' Str[-'terDeyer IJhilof~ophy? ChilClrC:'n lperE' t['Ueht 

to rE'f'pE'ct thC?ir C?lCE'rs~ but plf10 th['t certf'in eloC?r8 dicJ not cle-

G<?rvE' obecJi<?ncE' or ref1pect. The hero(,G of thE' ('Old Glory:; 8E'riC's, 

for E'XE'J;ll.Jlr, rf.'n [-'vI'f'Y from home becc'uG<? thE'ir unclE' hpd trE'2ted 

them h1"rshly. Hef'uers v'ere P180 urged to E'xE'rci~~E' p c<?rtpin ("mol,mt 

of inOepenoE'l1cC:' in plJE'nninc their futuref1. A recnrring them<? in­

volve-d F' hero 1}llho ~-:ought F' life of E'dVE'nturE', v'.1hilE' hip, pprents 

~pntE'd him to C?ntC:'r Gome profC?8sion 8uch 28 lE'W or mC:'dicine. In 

E'VE'ry cpr~C?, thE' hero got his v.lPy. 

Hi~, mother h~'c1 hopE'0 thc't Jo<? ':·'onld ('ntE'r the' 
ninif1try, but ,ToC?, E'lthouc;h he h d thC? grC'E'tE'P,t: 
Ye-81)cct for tllE't profC?f1P,ion, dio not feel thf't his 
lifE' If/ork lE'Y in thf't cJirC"ction. Hf hE'0 be<?n :~o 
8uCCE'8sful in pthlE'tic 8~ort8 pne took such plpf'GurE' 
in th<?ffi thE't hE' yielc1E'o ~o hiG l1.2turrl bC:'nt E'nd 
dC:'ciciE'o to F'do~Jt profE'P,r;:l ioYl('l b2f'~E'b~'11 PP, his vo­
cE'tion. 

Hip nlOtlH?r V,IF'8 f 10rC?ly griE'vC:'cJ t't fir8t, 1"nd thE' 
jJ,orC? GO E'G f!he felt th(';t Joe \,'i12G ('ste;lpinc: oO'vry1r; 
in C:'l1terin{,; thE' proi'0'Pf!iol1['l rE'nl::f~. But JOE' 1;1128 

f'blc to f~hov,' J1E'r thr't l"lcorfFI of collfgf rilFn \II'crE' 
Coine: thr 82n1e: thine; thpt hE' pl~'m1.('d to 00, 2nd f!hE', 
hE'd too 0:00<3 8<:nSE' to prE'f:p her o;lpof1i tion too fpr. U 

FO(l['lE' rE'F'uC?rf' PPW tbpt P. Girl could CIO morE' th211 f1tF'y homE' pnd 

bE'kE' cE'kC'8. HE'ncy Drev,' VIIE'8 ffmininE' 9 but cE'rtl"inly not 2 frE'gil<: 

li ttlC:' thing. Str,'tC?J'lcYE'r ch2rpctrr8 ne-vrr f'(:CC:'ptcc] cbpri ty, if it 

v'.lr'8 f't ("11 )or~f!ibl(' to fen(! for thE'E1PC?lveG. ','hen thE'Y (lit'l 2CC2pt 

offen1 of help, it \',If'8 \,iiith thE' im'lif1tE'nCf tnpt thC? money v'loulO bC:' 

re;;->piC:: ~'p. f' 10;:'11.. Thrift y;r'[~ F' cJE'i'initC:' virtuE', but it \"'E'fl ('180 

prrj~lir-;~~E'blr to ('cquin' f-!uch luxuriE'f! 2f1 rE'(]i08 t'l1<:1 <'UtOE10bilE'f1. 

Blc'cki.1 V\1t"re fri('nCly [)nd Iv rl1l1r8~~, but thry E'lv'?['Yf1 8iJob: in diE'lect 

F'ncl ",,'err. not very E'mbitiouf1 or intC?lligent. ThE' ::.lOrter in the 

follol'il1{': p(\~'!~-~('ge E'xhibits LIOflt of thc chF'rF'cterif1ticfl of the: 

C1E'Sf1ic IIS::mbo ti f~te-rE'otY-cJ('.9 IIc: if' [-llovi,-d.ttfu, irrrSfJonF1 iblE', 

F!ub:<E'rvient, ~'no (2t In'f~t by iDulicF'tion) lE'zy. 

The:y h21]1'1<.='reO OIL th(' door for E' \'hilf, bu,t no 
ont? hn'ra them. At l<'f~t li'n'nlc GPught fligJrt. of 
the bE'll button. 

"Th;'t 9 p. f~-t~rtpi(~ of Elt"9 tr he f~~'id, \ :ith P FIlJilc. 
('1 ;!11oul(l hF'VC? lcno\ n tlH?re 9 (1 b(' :':' IJcll to c['ll 
thC? :Jortr: r. ;; 



HE' llrC'ssrc] the button F'ncJ 1J1ic'itE'do No onE' 
ct'mE'. Th<."rf-' PE'S no sound (Jut the re,"r of the 
trrin ~G it rushed on its ~ry. He prr8~E'd thE' 
button rgrin rnd pgrin. 

r;J:lh~'t portrr must be rithE'r orrd or f'slc("p,rr 
he muttered, settlinG c.:ov1;n to r prolongcd ringing 
of thr 1)rll. 

After \nhrt f~E'('m('d E'n intrrminplJle lE'ngth of 
timE' tlLf'Y h:?c:'rd E' r:huffling of feE't in the cor-­
riOor. The 80W~cJ of thr 8trps ccpsro, pne somE' 
onf rr)ped rt tllE' door. 

nS OH1!? thine foh you, gHL1n1f'n? n 

':Yff~ --- lE't UF~ out of hE're!" 
ThE' portE'r tried thE' hrndl(' of thE' door. 
::Dy golly, ,; h(' obrlE'rved, ,:you Gone 10ckE'd. yo ~ 

SE' 1 VE'f'1 in. ,: 
':WE' chun ~t 10c1.~ oun::elvc;f\ in. SOL1E'boCly loc]crd 

us in. H("vr:n Q t you got E' kfY? I, 
,. J e:"1 v f1 min u t r • r; 
They herrd thE' porter shufflinc pv~y. hftrr 

(' \;'111i 1 (' he rf turnE' (1 v"i th thE' f\ 1 e 0'1) inc c r r C on­
c']uctor, f' l~('y clicb:d in the:' loclc, 1"110 the:'n thE' 
cJ 00 r 8v11ung oprn. 

IiHop on f'f'rth (lid thrt hF' ,I')r11?': flf::l;:ed thE' con­
ductor, my:.='tified. He looh:ec(" E't tIl(' lJortcr F'C-

cusincsly. nDi<J you lock the:"1f l)oYf~ in thrrE'?n 
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1: 1'[0, SE'h~ No, 8c'h! tt protE'stC'u thr ';JortE'r. rr~.h 
chcln 9 t h::'vE' nufrin to clo ii"i tb it, sF'h~ J)E'Y come 
on ['t ehice'Go \"if ['11 olGer ll1c'11 ['11(; I donr f:ho'':;lfd 
'E'111 to de compF' 'tmE'nt [-'nc1 oE't's ~'ll }\h knov,'8 f'bout 
it.r;lO 

FOY<:iCl1e:rs E'no otll('-rs \,iho E'c"kd t:diffcY('nt tl ',';'E're: f~inister f'1'1d plVilrys 

8ubjl?ct to su~pieiono H0l11?8ty f'n(:: hprd vilork V,lrrE' Gurrf'ntecd to J'>:I?CP 

pE'ople out of troublE', bu:L~ there' V,If'S rlv;Tf'Y P lJ1E'Ce for prF'ctic<,'l 

jokE"fI <"nC gooe] , eIE'en f'W1. .II, gOOG E"cJucrtion v"E'S il11}10rtf'nt, pnd crimE" 

did not PF'Y. 

It ip not c1ifficult to f~l?E" vvhE"r0' thE'PE' vrluff! hc'vC' founc1 r i)lF'cr­

in Al11C'ric<". Nf'tivir:m in tIl(' TWe'nti('[-! ]J1f-'y \'\i('11 h['ve hE'd somr of its 

rootf! in the: .An[~'lo-Sf'xoni[~t f\E'ntimE'nt8 E'xprE'f~8E'd in thE' \;010 Glory;; 

s('rifs of lOgO. Nf'tivism ~E'8 cc:rtrinly rE'inforce:o by thE' dC:Viction 

of forE'ir:..;ncrf~ in thE' boots of thE' Tv1TE'ntiE'f< f'ncJ 1J.1hirtir-so Hoy,i much 

of our c.ie:=-:irc to O\ill rutoli1obill?r~? 'horts? rC'cJiOf:,1, f'n(1 telr-vi~;ion SE'ts 

V,'f'S cE'upecJ by thE' fe'ct th;:,t the H~'rcJy boys oV'I11E'(l [iuch things? I-low 

li1rny of toU['y9f\ fE'minif~t8 ',I'C'YE' insj)ire'u to CPf'lt off the f'ubmi~1f"ivr­

rolr of li'Oi!1Cll brcC'Uf'1E' of thC' intlE'~)fndE'ncl? of Nrl1cy ])rr-v'l? Ho':;,; rnuch 

of our rcsintl"l1cE' to '':'Ie'lft're Ct'l1 1)(' trecE'cl to tIl(=' Stn'teraf'YE'r ("clict 

thf't 1101:)0(:;.1 :~houlcl f'cccpt chprity ',"hen it ir! ptill pOf'f':iblc to v\Jork? 

P('rhF'pH we: C,':n bE'ttfr unuerf1 tE'ncJ tIw O~)~!o~~i tion to f'uch pl'OgJ.:'F'li1f! e'f' 

IIu("y J.Jong'p. :t3h['rC' Our \'Vccf'ltrt'; \. :hC-l1 "'E' con:::!iclE'r thF't millionr~ of 
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AmE'ricpns V"E'rE' tF'ught, through thf books they ref'd Vllhilf youngstE'rs, 

I, VE'luE's vl1hich pre inconsistent with incomE' rE'distri bution plf'ns. 

ThE'rE' i8 no intE'ntion hE'rE' to imply thf't the StrE'temE'yer books 

Vi'ere ~i ther thE' E'xclu8i VE' or most significf'ut sourcE'S of such f't­

ti tudes. Th€'8e vplu€'s would hE'VE' E'Xi8ted (E'l though undoubt('dly to 

f' 1(,88E'r degrE'E') E'ven if Edw~lrd StrptE'meYE'r hF'd rempinE'd F' clerk f'll 

his lifE'. It is sufficient to notE' th<? very rE'F'l likE'lihood thF't 

the boolc8 pE'oplE' rE'E'd during their formF'tive yef'r8 do E'8 much, or 

more, to 8hf'pE' thE'ir f'ttitude8 P8 fIll the' IN'rning they receivE' in 

If'tE'r YN'rs. The Str~ltemeyer SyndicptE' book8 F're true AmE'ricf'nf'. 

ThE'Y mf'y not pOS8ess p gref't deE'1 of litE'rpry qUfllity, f'nd it i8 

truE' thflt mf'ny V"E'rE' f'ssE'mbly linE' crE'f'tion8. NevE'rthE'lE'ss, million8 

of pE'opl(' hf've ref'd them f'nd WE'rE' influencE'd by them. The histori8l'l 

who ignorE'S them i8 nE'glecting f' f1ignificE'nt flourcE' of cuI turpl 

hi8tory. 
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