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FILM REVIEW: "EXECUTIVE ACTLON"Y

* Kk X X

RICHARD GALLAGHER

The tenthh enniversery of President John F. Kennedy's rssas-
sinotiom hes sperked o renewed interest in the controversiol eir-
cumstences surrounding thet event., dJoining the renks of the nu-
merous books snd articles is & new film, "Executive Action," written
by Delton Trumbo, Mark Lene, end Donald Freed., As one might expect,
the film cleims thet Lee Hervey Oswald did not act alone in killing
the President. However, the film does not stop there., It also
presents the hypothesis thet Oswald was fremed, and thet the asses-
sinetion wes sctuelly errenged by three wealthy right-wing con-
spiretors. The mekers of the film, it must be noted, hove mede the
following discleimer: "This does not purport to be & definite
document on the assessinetion of JFK." Nevertheless, it is
plausibly presented end is bound to heve on impect on publiec opinions
The purpose of this review is to consider whether or not such 2
conspirecy might heve existed,

"Executive Action" depicts the conspirotors as intelligent,
rationel, and coldly celculeting, The film esserts thet these
right-wingers hed o number of logical ressons for plotting Kennedy's
murdexr:

(1) He was "encoureging" o black revolution;
(2) He wes plenning o nucleer Lest bearr treety;

(3) He wes inwoking enti--Lrnst-regulelions to
prevent mergera;

(4) He wes going to pull Americen troops out of
Vietnem by Christmen, 1965;

(5) He, along with his two brothers, wes beginning
a twenty—four yeor dynesty of Kennedys in the
White Houseo
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certeinty, This, in fact, is the besic premise on which the right-—

wing conspirescy theory rests. The facts of the metter 2re quite
different. Knowledgeable Republicens were ewere, in 1963, thet
Berry Goldweter wes for out in front in thet perty's contest for

the Presidential nominetion. Goldweter oppealed to £1l right-wing
groups, including the type of people depicted in "Executive Actionm."”
Kennedy's re-election; on the other hend, wes by no meeans & sure
thing. A primery resson for his trip to Delles was to improve his
week position in thet importent state. Certeinly, os the incumbent,
his chences of re-election were excellent. But the essentiel point,
which the film neglects, is thet es of 1963 there wes & cleer
possibility thet the Republicons might win in 1964, Under these
circumstences, it would heve been more logicel for right-wing con-—
spiretors to weit until efter the 1964 election to congider the
"necessity" of nsseassinstion. The contention thet Kennedy would
have withdrawn the Vietnam forces is of dubious velidity. Kenneth

0 'Donnell, in his book dJohnny We Herdly Knew Ye, cleims thet Kennedy

stoted in 1963 thet he would withdrew the troops after the 1964
election. If this is true, then we must wonder why O'Donnell weited
nine yeers to meke the revelation. For the seke of argument, ot
leest, let us ossume thet Kennedy wes plenning to withdraw from
Vietnem by the end of 1965. If Goldwster were elected, there would
8till remein considerable time to reverse the withdrawel policye.

If Kennedy were re-elected, it would lesve eny would-be conspiretors
more thon o yeecr to plen end cerry out an essassinetion. Givern the
prospect of & Goldweter cendidecy, it is herd to believe thet in-
telligent, rationsal right-wingers -would not have been willing to
give the electorel process & chance,

It must 2lso be remembered +thet the left wing hed smple reeson
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to be dissatisfied with Kennedy. The Bay of Pigs, the Cubsn Missile

crisis, end the generel anti-communist tone of the Kennedy Admin-
igtration engered meny on the radicel left. Gerry Wills, in Nixon
Agonistes, makes a strong cese for regerding Kennedy as the most
extreme Cold Warrior the Presidency had yet seen. The mekers of
"Executive Action” could easily have inserted left-wing conspiretors
and left the rest of the film intact. The result would be just as
unconvincing,

This is not to say that the Warren Commission Report is the
final word on the assassination. In fact, there is strong circum~
stential evidence to indicete that Lee Harvey Oswald did not ect
alone., He was, by most sccounts, & poor merksmen, and the type of
rifle he owned wes notoriously unrelieble, The failure of the
Warren Commission to publish the eutopsy photogrephs encourages
speculation thet more than one sgssessin wes involved. It is even
likely that o conspirecy of some sort did exist. But e conspiracy,
remember, requires only two persons working together., It may have
been nothing more complicated then Osweld and an accomplice,
shooting from two different locations. To suggest that it wes right-
wing businessmen, or Communists, or whetever, is to engrge in the
wildest speculetion. The fect of the metter is thet any (or none )
of the existing theories could be true. Perheps the truth will
somedey be known. It is more likely, however, thet the motivetions
behind President Kennedy's assassinetion will never be knowr.
"Executive Action" is, in meny weys, o provocative film. It is not

history.



