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* * * 

Archival research is a soli tary but satisfying experience, The 

very nature of the work demands a painstaking exambation of documents. 

Everyone working a t  an archive p-xsues his individual topic with the 

persistence of a physical scientist  who spends long hours peering 

through the lens of his microscopz. In busy research centers such as 

the Federal Archives a t  Koblenz, a s p i r i t  of camaraderie may develop 

among the researchers, but most of the day is spent in self-directed 

study. Just holding the original documents and perusing private 

correspondence can be an engaging experience best understood perhaps 

by arm-chair detectives, voyeurs and paper fet ishists .  

Before he approaches the archive, the scholar rmst have thoroughly 

prc~iewed his topic by exhausting the printed sources. For me th is  

~ . e a n t  a careful oxmination of Ge,man pol i t ica l  and economtc h-lstory 

during the l a t e  Wilhelmian e rn  gild t5e Wejmar republic. The m.m whose 

career I chose to  analyze w a s  Alfred Xugenberg (1865-1951). As a founder 

of the Pan Gem.an League and as director of the f msa Krupp f i r m ,  as 

the o rg~nizer  of a vast newspaper c h h  md f i l m  syndicate and as chnir- 

man of the Gel-, 1.m National People 1s Party, Hugenberg xas a substantial 

figure i n  Gemm affa i rs  through 1933 wher, he was ;: menher of HitJ.erls 

cabinet. Histcrians seemed to agree that Rclgenbez~g was a pol i t ica l  

spokesman for heavy industry, that his newppers favored t!-c r i se  cf 

Hitlor and tho$ his f F h  .syndicate con-t;rib~ted X:J ?he S U C C ~ J S  0 1  Na~ism. 

Before I could enter the a r ~ h i v e  TI; Koblenz, I had to r o v e  

that I was a graduate student and a serious scholar. German am;:,:;.~x?s 

d e m d  that  a student r e s a m  a resenrcb. seat 'and that doctoral can- 



l e t t e r  of recmendation from their  Doktorvater, i.e., -- their  disser- 

tzt ion director. Once he is admitted, the student discusses his topic 

with mchivd specialists. These men d2xc t  %he ressarcher to 

Fin&ticher, i.,e,, search books $&3,&41 w m d z e  the contents of archival 
_I I-- 

volumes. Certain collections of documents such as the papers of General. 

von Schleicher are pabstakingly arranged. Others such as the records of 

the Ufa film concern are  less con~reniently organized. Of course, the 

l a t t e r  are more likely to contain new information. hours of 

reading old correspondence and diligently taking notes, the student 

might find one real  gein. Some days, pages and pages of old le t t e r s  

reveal nothing. For instance, the papers of Hans-Erdmann von Lindeiner- 

Wildau, an associate of Hugenberg, contained nothing but old b i l l s  a d  

requests from his  SO^ for money. The papers of Leo Wegener, on the 

other hand, were a veritable Fundgmb~, i.e., a Ifgold minefi of infor- - 
mation. 

Koblenz is probably the most used archive in the Federal Repub1.i~ 

of Germmy. Its counterpart i n  the Geman Democratic Republic i s  the 

Geman Central Archive a t  Potsdm. Entrance into th i s  research center 

depends on a multitude of factors. Fortunately 1967 was a good y e a  

for  Americans to  apply and I was permitted to work there for  two weeks. 

Because of pol i t ica l  differences with the West, resemchers me not 

permitted t o  use the search books a t  Fotsdm. The archivist lists 

those volmes which he considers pertinent. TcchrLcally, t h ?  s c h o l a ~ ~  

can ortier not more than ten ~.rchival volumes a day, Since these may 

aontain nothing more t2m old e loc t i i c  bj.lls, t h i s  could be a rea l  

disadvantage. Fortur~a-bely the archive does not orzorce this rule. 

The necessity of rapid work i s  made clear a t  Potsdm. Researchers 

- ape encouraged not .to take notes, but t o  have the desired documents I 
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(Duisberg ) subsoqUently allowed me the opportunity to excanine 

the i r  records. Unfortumtely the f i r m  of Krupp, apparently 

distressed by the work of Willim Manchester, has closed i t s  

archives. However, the decision of the Hugenberg f cvnily 

dlawing me to  examine the personal papers preserved on the 

family estate a t  Rohbraken more than compensated for  this 

disappointment. 

From liwr stare boxes crammed with notes, a new picture 

of Hugenberg is being dist i l led.  The old image of the man must be 

chmged fundcmentally. Not only was Hugenberg not a spokesman for  

heavy industry, but he had b i t t e r  enemies in the Ruhr. His papers 

did not encourage readers to vote for  Hitler and his films did 

not vaunt the cause of the Nazi party, Only an .malysis of 

original sources permits the historian to challenge old inter- 

pretations and reconstruct the past accurately. Archival rosearch 

may be solitary, but its rewards are many - not the least  among 

them are the opportunities to travel and follow leads into 

ever broader f ie lds  of interest ,  




