Falls Ch rch Via Thurdday
July 4th 1861

Dear Gussie

We are still here in camp on this the day of our Nationel
Independence and no move has yet been made by us towards Fairfax
although Troops have been crossing the Potomae ana concentrating about
here and between us and Fairfax and we are no longer the advance of
the army as we have heretofore been. I see no more signs of our
moving farther into Birginia than I have done nelther do I any more
believe than I have done that we will. And yet my opinion may not be
worth much &n regarad to it, for many of us do bolleve that we 111,
But you know that I always have an opinion of Iy own and am not
inelined to alter 1t because others think differently unless I have
good reasons for doing so., Blank Rolls fop mustering us out of the
service have been given to the orderly Serg'ts. to fill out to have
them in readiness when our time expires. I do not think that it is

make it necessary for the Three Years troops are pouring in by the
thousands and I think that his plans have been mede to have a
sufficlent number of them on hand to do the work which will undoubtedly
soon be commenced. I think that our Brigadier Gen. Tyler would like

to bring us imfe action before we go home in order to galn a name for
himself and the Conn. Troops but he has not the power to move until

he has orders from a higher source, The only thing that has transpired
here today which has made 1t seem like the Fourth has been the ralsing
of a Flag in front of the Camp while the Bend played Yankee Doodle and
the Btar Spangled Banner and that 1s nothing to attract attention here
for Fdage are no new 8ilght for us and music we heve a plenty of that
every day. We heard the booming of cannon in Washington this norni pem
whieh sounded as much like the 4th as anything although the sound of
cannon 1s an every day occurence here for some artillery are practicing
within hearing of us nearly every day. I heve been trying to think where
I wvas and what I was doing on last 4th of July but I cannot. My memory
falls me, But I guess that I shall have ocecaslon to remember this One.,
a long time 1f I live, Nlghtbefore last (Tuesday) I was very sick, was
not able to sleep any at all for the pain which I had aocross me. It
was the cholic or inflamitory pains, I can hardly tell which as the' Dr,
dld not sya. He gave me a dose of oil and a mistard plaster to lay
acréss my bowels in the morning which relieved the paln to a great
extent. I feel much better today having but a very little pain but I
am pretty sore acposs me yet and feel pretty weak. But I an gainlng
fast and in 2 few days will be entirely well again., So don't worry
about this for I am getting along finely., The days are fast pessing
avay and 1f providence permits I will soon be with you egain. Good bye
for this time. Yours in muech love as ever

Horace



Falls Church Via July 5th 1861

Dear Gussie

I am feeling well today zxidm and by tomorrow I shall Pesume
my usual dutlies again. We are still here in camp and so far as I can
Judge from existing circumstances there is no more slgns of our moving
towards Fairfax than there has been, unless unbeknownxk to us it 1is
Gen. B8cotts program to move us. Themm at any rate if such should be
the case why as a matter of course everykmiy day brings us nearer to
the time of moving. But I still believe as I have done that when we
move 1t will be towards home. But you must remember that I know mdthing
about it, It is only my own opinion drawn from clrcumstances as I
view them. The Maine Reg't. arrivedhere I believe last Tuesday and passed
us on the road towards Viemna, But I thing that we are as near Fairdax
as they are. Another Reg't. 18 on its way here for the Ba:gage train
has just arrived and gone into a field of Rye near to us wnere I suppose
their encampment #s to be. Some of our men think that we will be
relleved from our position by another Reg't in a few deys so that we
may go back to Washington which will be so much on our retura towards
home. But these are only opinions of d#fferent ones without eny certain
knowledge 1n regerd to it the same as my own i1dees I suppose. But our
time 1s fast wearing away and it will be but a short time at the longest
although I suppose that each day seems to you like an sge but they are
really no longer than other days as you well know without telling.
Dinner is ready and I must stop for now and ear,

After dinner - I was mistaken about arother Reg't. arriving, it was a
few Government Baggage waggons which came with & Balloon and the
fixtures for inflating it. It will probably o up here tomorrow again

to reconnoitre the enemies posltion, OSomething will be done soon and
when a movement 1s made it will be a grand general one which will sweep
secesslon from Via. and compel Jeff to make his exit in quicker time
than he came into the State., I went to do some ssrvice for the country
but for your sake I am anxious to be home. For thlis reason I prefer to
be at home instead of entering en engagement now perhaps to be killed
and I think there 1is not much chance of my being hurt unless I enlist
again. And before I do that I will ask you consent so you need not
give yourself any uneasiness about the affair. Now, we will talk this
matter over together when I get home in my arm chalr with and and
Prince and --=---- near by in the Rocking Chair,

We had a peayer meeting on Tuesday evening at our chaplains
quarters in a house near by. It was rather a private affair got up by
& few professors of us, Edward Davis, Geo. Allen, and several others
with myself. We had an excellent meeting all of us was profitzad and

blessed. I must now closz., Good bye. Yours in much love
Horace



falls Clureh Saturday July 6th 1861
Dear Gussile

I am now on Guard at a nouse close by the camp to protedt
the property against any rash zcts of the Joldlers and also tp prevent
any communication to and fro: the house by the secsssionists., It is
an easy post there being scarcely anythlng to do but to sit still and
eat corn ceke ard milk (which of course we have to pay for), but it 1s
a rarity which we cannot get in camp. Troops are belng sent over here
with a considerable rapidity.glast evening Gen. Tyler had a meetlnyg of
his Officers in which e szid that we had® but o short time to stay
and he was exceedingly anxious that we should see actual service by
being in an engagement in order to go home with honor's achieved in a
hard fought battle. He wants us(the Conn, Trodps) to acquire a name
which shall live in history. He wald that he shculd do all 1n his
powsr to have nscadvanced on to the enemy before we return home.
Lieut. Col. Spiedell of our Reg't. told us yesterday afternoon that we
must learn all that we could of skirmlshing for we had only 3 days
more to do it in. So according to that about next Monday or Tuesday
we shall be advanced on the Fairfax and if the secessionists do not
pomn ( as I think they will) we shall have a chance to fight. I told
you in my last that I did not believe that we would have to advance
and fight. I now begin to think that perhaps we may though I do not
consider the thing to be set down as & fact yet because I am pretty
sure that we have not yet had mmmbhimg orders and we shall not be likely
to move without them. Yestebday I ascertained for the first time thet
gsince we have held this position we had been under ordsers to march to
Fairfax and once to Washington but both were countermsnded before we
could carry them into effect. So you can see how uncertaln everything
is with us here. I understand that Gov. Buckingham is very much
opposed to the way in which we have been eddanced into Via. He did
not understand that we were to be moved so far from the Capitol. He
18 very much dissatisfied with Gen. Tyler and Col. Burnham and he has
applied to the War department for 1C days grace in which to get us
home and pay us off in. It 1t 1is franted we have only about a week
longer to stay here. Gen. Tyler sald last nlght to the officers that
today we would have another man over us in his place as Brigadler Gen.
while he was to be promoted to Major Gen. over this division of the
army. If Gen. Scott orders him to move his division towards or on to
the enemy while we are here we shall have a post of honor in the
movement if he has the power to give it to us. The 1st Reg't. is his
pet and he 1s determined that we shall zo home with honors if 1t 1is
possible to obtaln them. DBut he cannot move until ordered to do 8o by
Ben. Scott.WHether those orders will be issued before we are relleved
from this position or start for home or not I can not tell. But one
thing I am sure of and that 1s that there will be ‘e forward movement
very soon. If we are to go to Battle I may be fortunate 1n the conflict
and I may not. God only knows. It 18 a good cause. I could not die
in & better one. And what is best of all beside I feel assured that
1f this earthly house is dissolved I have one not made with hands
eternal in the heavens, I have unusual peace in my mind this morning
even with the prospect of a Battle and death ehead. I feel calm and selfl
possessed. I trust submissive to his will wvhatever it may be. “hen
death appears very near to me it 1s then I feel happiest. Truly grace
and strength is given just when it is most needed. As my day &s so 1s
my strength. How can I ever doubt my Heavenly Father again. He 1s so
kind., Burely no good thing will be withheld from them that love hiw
and put their trust in him. Since I have been abeaht from you I
believe that I have learned to trust him more and I W ve not ssen & tim&
when I trusted entirely in him that I have been left comfortless, Hisg
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believe that he ‘ean portect me in Battle and if it is for the best he
will, If it 18 not for the best, if more good can be done in my death
than in my living why we certainly ought to be submissive for death
will certainly separate us ere long, but if we are good and get to
heaven then there will be no more separation. I had rather that my letters
would not be printed for there are many things and some even in this one
that I would not like to heove printed. If we do not get 10 days grace
to go home in there will be about 2 weeks remeining to us in which a
considerable real service may be done., I sho:ld not be surprised if we
took Richmond before I return home. I think that that is the object to
break up the Confederate Congress., I wkote' you yesterday Jjust as affairs
looked to me, but since that time they have changed. I hesitated before
I commenced this létter about telling you the real facts but thinking
that you would prefer the truth rather than have me keep back anything
I tell you all, But let me reuyuest you to be calm. Don't murmur or
complain. It is all for the best and I habe faith yet to believe thet
I shall return unharmed to you. Some and perhaps many will be killed
but thé chances for my safe return are more thahm they are for my dsath.,
And 1f my trust is in God do you not believe that he will spare me? I
do - love to all

Horace
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