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First Woman on U.S. Trial Courts

" ByLINDA GREENHOUSE
Specia i6 The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 27 — Burnita

‘Shelton Matthews, the first woman to

serve as a Federal district judge, died
here Monday at the age of 93 after a
stroke.

Judge Matthews was named to the
Federal District Court for-the District
of Columbia by President Truman in
1949. At the time of her nomination, she
was a familiar figure in Washington as
a lawyer for the National Women's
Party and an active campaigner for
women's rights.

Judge Matthews presided over a
number of major trials, including the
1957 bribery trial of James R. Hoffa,
then vice gresident of the teamsters’
union, at which he was acquitted.

Help From Friends in Senate

She recalled in an interview several
years ago that her friendship with a
number of senators had blunted opposi-
tion to the notion of a woman on the
Federal bench. When her nomination
was being considered, one of the judges

' on the district court, T. Alan Goldsbor-

ough, said publicly that while “Mrs.
Matthews would a good judge,”

there was *‘just one thing wrong: she’s|

a%main." = )
hile Jﬁge Goldsborough told her

- some years*later that his opposition

had been mistaken, she received an icy
welcome from her fellow judges, who
agreed among themselves to assign
her all the “long motions,” the most
technical and least rewarding part of
the court'sdocket. - ’ .

Judge Matthews never retired from
the court. In 1968 she took senior status,

A campaigner for
women’s rights,_
she received an icy
‘welcome from her
fellow judges. =~

permitting her to reduce her workload
on the district court while also hearing
occasional cases in. other Federal
ton. She sat on the
United States Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia and on the United
States. Court of Customs ‘and Patent
Appeals. She continued hearing district

. court cases until five years ago.

Judge Matthews retained a strong
sense of her own role as a pioneer, and
never wavered in her commitment to
expanding opportunities for women. In
a 1985 interviéw with the Third Branch,

a newsletter: published by the Federal/

court system, she said she had always
chosen women to be her law clerks. .
“The reason I always had women,”

- she said, “was because so often, when a

woman makes good at something they
always say that some man.did it. So I
t it would be better to have

omen.”.-..

'as clerk of the local chancery court.
She often accompanied him to court.

she studied voice and piano.

United States entered World War 1.
Hoping to find a Government job that
would enable her to go to law school at
night, she moved to Washington,
passed a Civil Service examination,
and took a job with the Veterans Ad-
ministration. She went to night school

Co‘ﬁinh County, Mississippi, where her
father owned a plantation and served’

But while the family sent her brother to_
law school, she was sent to the Conser-
vatory of Music in Cincinnati, where

She was teaching piano when the

=
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Clifford D. Sir

And Science.

. | MINNEAPOLIS,. April 27"

Clifford Donald Simak, a new:
man and an award-winning wi
science fiction, died Monday at
side Medical Center in-Minneap:
was 83 years old. <
Mr. Simak wrote more the
dozen - novels,” several nonficti

-|ence books and hundreds of sh

ries during a 37-year career as
er, news editor and science ed
‘The Minneapolis Star and "Th
neapolis Tribune.

Among his better-known titl
“City,” published in 1952; ‘W
tion’” (1963); “The Visitors"
‘and “Skirmish: the Great Sho
tion of Clifford D. Simak,” com
stories he published from 1944 tc

at National University Law School,
which later became part of George
Washington University.

After her graduation in 1919, Mrs.
Matthews, now married to a lawyer,
Percy A. Matthews, applied to the Vet-
erans Administration for a job as a
lawyer. When the agency told her that
it 'would never hire a woman in the
legal department, she opened her own
law office.

More Obstacles to Legal Career

There were other stumbling blocks
as well. The local bar association
refused to accept her application for
membership, returning the check she
had sent for membership dues.. Judge
Matthews included that check among
the papers she donated to what is now
the Burnita Shelton Matthews Collec-
tion at the Arthur and Elizabeth Schles-
inger Library on the History of Women
in America, at Radcliffe College.

Her activities on behalf of women’s
rights began in law school. In 1919, she
was among several dozen women who
regularly picketed the White House on
Sundays on behalf of women’s suf-
frage. ‘“You could carry a banner,” she
recalled in the 1985 interview, “but if
you spoke, you were arrested for
speaking without a permit. So when
they asked me why 1 was there, I didn’t
answer.” : 5

shifted the focus of her activities. She
became the lawyer for the National
Woman's Party, which was trying to
g:rsuade state legislatures to lift legal

rriers to women. Mrs. Matthews ré-
searched state laws and drafted pro-
posed bills. The. National Woman'’s
Party owned the property across the
street from the Capitol where the Su-
preme Court’s building is now located.
In the-1920’s, when Chief Justice Wil-
liam Howard Taft proposed acquiring
the:land for the Court, she went to the
Chief Justice’s home to try to persuade
him to look elsewhere, Her efforts
failed, but she represented the paity in
the condemnation proceedings and V{on
agenerous settlement forit.- . |
__In the 1940's she also taught at the
Washington College of Law, now part of
| American University. ; =

In 1949, President Truman: naitled'
r to one of 20 new district judgeships
that Congress had created to relieve a
backlog. in ~district court dockets.
Among her rulings was ne,,«upholdl,n%
the right of Black Muslims in the I

prison to conduct religious serv

Burnita Shelton decided as a young

" girl that she wanted to be a lawyer,:al-

though' professional : opportunities in
the law were ext| ly limited for

women. She was born Dec. 28, 1894, in

,mm i & l’? e
the State Department to issue a pass-
port to the singer Paul Robeson, who
was accused of being a member of the
Communist Party and |

After women got the vote in 1920, she '[

.| is survived by a brother, Harry, of Har-

various pro-Communist activities, . Mr.
Robeson’s passport was withheld from
11950 to 1958 and was restored ‘to him
when, in a similar case, the Supreme
Court ruled the State Department’s ac-
tion unconstitutional.

On the Court.of Appeals, Judge Mat-
thews ruled that the Social Securng Ad-
ministration could not cut off disability
benefits without a hearing.

In 1984, President Reagan com-
mended her for her “diligence, distin-
guished efforts and pioneering spirit.”

Her husband died in 1969. They had
no children. Judge Matthews is sur-
vived. by four sisters-in-law and 11
nieces and nephews. She will be buried
in the family cemetery in Copiah Coun-
ty, Mississippi.

Joseph Gasarch, 80,
v Ex-A ide to Prosecutors

Joseph M. Gasarch, who served for
27 years in the Manhattan District At-
torney’s office and was its chief ac-
countant when he retired in 1962, died
of a heart attack Monday at St. Francis
Hoesgital‘ in Miami Beach, where he
lived. He was 80 years old. X
Mr. Gasarch, who was born. in the
Bronx, was a-graduate of City College|
of New York and New York Law School
and he earned an accounting degree
from New York University. In 1935 he
joined the District Attorney’s office
under Thomas E. Rewey and helped
lay the work .for a number of
prosecutions of Mafia figures. "

Frank S. Hogan, Mr. Dewey's succes-
sor, named Mr. Gasarch chief account-
ant in 1947 and two years later made
him an assistant-District Attorney so
he could question “witnesses before
grand juries. Upon Mr. Gasarch's re-
tirement in 1962, Mr. Hogan said that
“‘no-man ha‘s,gi\m\ reater service to
‘the administration of criminal justice
in the past quarter of a century.”

Mr:: Gasarch’s wife, the former
Sarah Dombroff, died in February. He,

rison, N.Y.; a sister, Rose Mack of
Queens; a $on, Justin, of Monmouth
Beach, N.J.; a daughter, Roberta
Sonnino of Manhattan; three grand-

‘and a granddaughter: - :

He received three Hugo awa
garded as the Oscar of science
writing, and three Science Fict
sociation of America Nebula A
including the Grand National ir
nition of his entire collection o
He was inducted into the Scien

Lea Lake, 8!

ByG

Lea Lake, for the last 55 year:
prietor of Sweet’s, the oldest
restaurant in New York City,
heart failure at Lutheran Hos
Brooklyn on Sunday. She was 8
old and lived in the Bay Ridge

1 of Brooklyn.

Miss Lake was involved with
taurant from her childhood. .

" It was founded in 1842 by Al
M. Sweet on Fulton Street in ]
tan in what is now the South Str
port. , Miss Lake's father,
wal into the restaurant
marning after the Great Bliz
1888 asking for work and was hi
waterboy — the job today kn
busboy. Twenty:nine years I
bought Sweet’s. from the prop
son, Edward. .

Miss Lake took over on the ¢
her father in 1933. A small, sof!
'woman, she, was-in charge fo
decades. One of the first tt
in 1933 was to discontinué the b
house that had been an adjunc
restaurant sinee its early days.

Sweet'’s operated continuousl
| block known'as Schermerhorn |
tween South and Front Streets
for two periods. One was in th
just before and during the. Ci

. Jean Sareil
anh?mfm, 71

Jean Sareil, a professor of Fi
Columbia University for 30 yea
last Thursday at White Plains |
after along ilness. He was 71 y.
and lived in Scarsdale, N:Y. -

Dr. Sareil was a leading scl
 Voltaire and ‘wrote 27 books,
from scholarly works on ll;renld

‘He als

In addition to his wife, he i

.by a son, Philippe, of Sca

‘Board of Direclors, Pre
“member instituli

the United Negro
eply - mi




