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Points· of Vie-w 
Harry was here 

One thing that can be fun, and interesting, and trying, and singular, about 
the newspaper business, particularly at the local, community level, is the 
characters that live within the coverage area. These are, often older, men 
and women who are just as likely to drop by the office as call or email, who 
always have something interesting or entertaining to say, who almost always 
know the real story behind this local legend or that landmark and who, in 
general, add to the flavor of doing this business. 

One of my favorite Scarsdale characters was Harry Reynolds, who died last 
week at the age of 89. I would say with love he was absolutely a character as 
I described them above, but I also knew him to be a tireless man of stalwart 
character, and that's something one doesn't get to experience in others, espe
cially in this business, nearly enough. 

I met Harry Reynolds in person shortly after I assumed the editor's chair 
here at The Inquirer, but I already knew him by his reputation as a consis
tent, uniqui voice on the paper's opinion pages, so, though there's a proper 
obituary for Harry on page 13 this week, I thought it would be appropriate to 
remember him here, too, on his old stomping grounds, if you will, for the next 

I already knew 

him by his 

reputation. 

few hundred words or so. 
When I met him, I thought Harry looked, moved 

and gesticulated much younger than what must have 
been his 87 years at that time. He spoke with passion 
about the nonpartisan system for elections here in the 
village of Scarsdale - he was against them, so al
ready we had common ground - and he talked with 
equal fire about work in which he'd been involved, 

both decades ago and recently, with underprivileged children outside the vil
lage and those young people he felt society was otherwise leaving behind. 

I hope I have such enthusiasms should I be so lucky to reach Harry's age. 
I must admit, I held court with Harry only a few times over my two years 

here in The Inquirer's editor's chair; most of our communication was through 
email or the phone. "Hello Jason, ah, this is Harry Reynolds," was a familiar 
refrain on my voicemail as he proposed, and then often added to or tweaked, 
the correspondence he hoped to see in The Inquirer next. 

Between you and me, I probably should have picked up the phone a bit 
more. That's maybe one to grow on. 

Be that as it may, Harry and I did have a pretty healthy email rhythm. 
Anyone who's written back and forth with me here at the paper has perhaps 
noticed I tend to end my emails, and some of these editorials,. with "-J." This 
will be one of the latter. Well, Harry noticed that too because, before long, his 
emails to me ended in "-H." 

I liked that. 
And I liked Harry, as one of his is the only letter to the editor I've allowed 

to be printed here with an expletive intact. I thought Harry was making a good 
point - about President Trump - in that letter, but I don't think I would 
have let anyone else making the same point get away with that ... stuff. 

Whether it was national politics, the local scene, or an allegorical tale about 
youthful escapades with his Artful Dodger-esque not-quite-uncle or some 
other Runyon-type rogue he knew or might have known, there was always a 
devilish eloquence to Harry's writing and, while I love the idea he was do
ing it into his 89th year, I hate that I won't see his missives come in over the 
virtual transom ever again. 

enJoyed my two years of peno ~c experience with1Iarry Reyno els, but I 
was by no means his greatest foil when it comes to his relationship with this 
newspaper. That honor goes to former Editor-in-Chief Linda Leavitt. 

"Harry was a great fan and supporter of The Inquirer, enlivening the letters 
and op-ed pages with his quirky insights, caustic wit and outlandish meta
phors," Linda said. "A talented writer and fierce champion of the underdog, he 
reveled in controversy, but his moral sense was uncompr.omising." 

Linda reminded me of Harry's campaign to be a village trustee at age 83, on 
which he ventured because of his displeasure with the secrecy of the nonparti
san system. 

He got 140 votes, not bad a'tall when one considers the usual turnout for 
Scarsdale Village elections. 

That was public Harry of the big persona, but Linda remembered another 
side of him too. 

"On a personal level, I remember fondly the support and encouragement 
Harry gave me, especially in difficult times," she said. "Slightly less fondly, 
was the time he startled me by popping into my office wearing a Halloween 
mask. It wasn't Halloween." 

What a character. 

-J 

Braving the cold to 
honor the brave 
To the Editor, 

Veterans Day, Nov. 11, Saturday this 
year, is now a thing of the past, but like 
all holidays it is still memorable, es
pecially to veterans of Scarsdale Post 
52. Although the temperature hovered 
around freezing, it was quite rewarding 
to see the 75 or more citizens who came 
out to honor our living veterans. 

A short march was held from Popham 
Road to Boniface Circle, led by the po
lice, fire and the post color guard. Some 
of the attendees in the march included 
Mayor Dan Hochvert; trustees Deborah 
Pekarek, Jane Veron and Carl Finger; 
former mayors Jon Mark, Miriam Flisser 
and state Assemblywoman Amy Paulin. 

I must mention the Old Guard, Veter
ans of Post 52, and the young guard -
consisting of Cub Scouts accompanied 
by their parents - who also marched. 

All braved the cold as we honored all 
veterans but specifically Theodore "Ted
dy" Gaskin. Ted is currently a deacon at 
St. Pius X Church, and the last standing 
member of Edson's Raiders, a battalion 
of 908 men who fought so bravely in the 
Pacific during WWII. 

Finally, a sincere thanks to all who did 
brave this day to show heart in honoring 
all veterans. 

THOMAS ADAMO 
Commander 

Post 52 

Be careful out ther~ 
To the Editor, 

The recently completed Golden 
Horseshoe renovation appears to be 
successful in most ways with one im
portant exception - the risk of hitting 
pedestrians or other cars has increased 
dramatically because the driving lanes 
through the parking area are now two
way streets instead of the former one
way lanes. Because parking spaces are 
on both sides of each lane's center di
viding line, cars are forced to move ran
domly and unpredictably either forward 
or backward when exiting; in the ensu
ing confusion, the risk of hitting another 
vehicle increases. 

Shoppers, too, need to be more atten
tive as they walk through the parking ar
eas smce ffiey now have to worry a ou 
two-way traffic. Looking left and right 
is now mandatory to prevent getting hit. 

The solution is simple and easy to 
accomplish - return the driving lanes 
to their former one-way direction only 
before anyone is injured or any vehicles 
are damaged. 

DONALD MUTTERPERL 
Taunton Road 

'She~ Beautiful 
When She~ Angry' 
To the Editor, 

As we get closer to Thanksgiving, 
I have been thinking about the many 
things for which I am grateful. I have 
been very lucky to have been able to 
serve my community as an elected of-
,.. • 1 l T .J:.._l .C- .,.t__ 

There's little more delicate and new as the morning dew. 

Scarsdale school board set to reject st 
To the Editor, 

At its Nov. 13, 2017, meeting the 
Scarsdale school board indicated it was 
likely to reject the safety and health rec
ommendations of the administration, the 
Greenacres Building Committee, the 
Districtwide Building Committee and its 
own architect and safety consultants. 

Reasonable measures parents were 
told would be in place during the renova
tion at numerous meetings are not likely 
to be approved by the board including: 

- The use of some temporary/modu
lar classrooms as a contingency if the 
proposed work cannot be completed in 
a safe manor; 

- A plan to use independent noise, air 
quality and safety monitors throughout 
the project; 
~ The use ofair conditioning in class

rooms to allow windows to be closed 
during construction to avoid infiltration 
of dust and noise. 

As the board seems willing to re-trade 
safety commitments, we must also be 
concerned it will not follow through 
on the promise no interior work will be 

done with the kids in the building. 
current tack of the board demons 
the failed process by which it has t 
taken analysis of the school issue a 
refusal to listen to the community a 
concerns. 

In order to protect the children ru 
staff, the Greenacres Task Force re. 
submitted an independent experts' 1 

to the board identifying the pot 
health, safety and educational ris 
the renovation. Under New York 
the district must address the cor 
raised in the report and mitigate tht 
to ensure the safety of the student 
hope the district's SEQRA reviev 
mandate the mitigation measure! 
are being rejected by the board \I 

included in the ultimate project. 
Many people have asked ho\\

can support the work of the task 
and the retention of its experts. For 
interested in supporting the safety 
children, you can make a tax-dedt 
donation. 

Contributions can be mailed t 
fiscal sponsor FJC at: FJC, 520 1 

Town appointee still recycling debunk, 
To the Editor, 

To fight Edgemont incorporation, 
town appointee Hugh Schwartz keeps 
recycling debunked claims targeted at 
the uninitiated. He repeated his favorite 
fables in his op-ed several weeks ago in 
which my name was mentioned, com
pelling me to address the following. 

Fable the third party professionals 
who vetted the Edgemont Incorporation 
Committee's report are not credible be
cause they were hired by the EIC hence, 
".,L _ _;_ ;_,-1,..,._,.....,.,..i,.....,,.....,. ;~ nn,:aC!-t1nn..abl t 

reational facility Edgemont mighl 
is access to crumbling Anthony R 
eran pool. And there is a brand new 
closer to Edgemont than AFV, a 
alternative for Edgemont Rec that 
not require the $11 million upgrade 
ingAFV. 

Fable around losing Hartsdale 
ing when edgemont2017.org pro 
enough information for anyone to 
cally deduce that this will not be 
lematic. The EIC has reiterated i 
r,.J..,,~= ll IP1rnl llnlllvsis com ortab 



,onnecticut, with his mother, Geri. 

ally sure how to handle your type of 
hair,' is kind of a letdown, for not only 
your client, but for yourself. You had 
a great opportunity to build a relation
ship with the client ... and you can't 
help them. It's kind of insulting to both 
[parties]." 

Riccardi Hair, a joint project with 
his mother, Geri, is the realization of a 
long-held dream, Riccardi said. 

After years of working in the indus
try, the then 33-year-old learned of a 
new space opening up in Greenwich 
while working at two salons - one in 
Manhattan and another in Greenwich 
- and building a solid client list. 

It was a scary venture, Riccardi said, 
but his mindset changed when Geri of
fered him some maternal, carpe diem-

,wl 
other parents, watching our kids run
ning around, having a blast, on chilly 
fall evenings many moons ago. 

Shortly after that first football sea
son ended, when the boys were in first 
grade, someone sent out an email in
viting a group of kids and their fathers 
to play in a Turkey Bowl, the name af
fectionately given to a football game 
played on Thanksgiving Day. 

So, as the mist rose from Heathcote 
Field on the last Thursday morning in 
November, a group of semi-athletic men 
and their ambitious offspring gathered 
to play football. 

A group of us have continued that tra
dition and will be having a penultimate 
matchup this year, as most of our kids 
are now high school juniors and soon 
won't be under our roofs anymore. 

Nowadays, the email reminder comes 
around the middle of November, with' 
an old, familiar list of recipients once 
part of the school PTA phone book and 
class list emails, now mostly passing 
acquaintances. 

The responses are mostly "Yes" with 
a couple of regretful "Sorry, family in 
Florida to see." To me and my boys, this 
annual game has been met with the pas
sion of a WPA mail carrier. 

We have played in every sort of 
weather, and still laugh reminiscing 
about the Ice Bowl of 2013. 

esque wisdom. 
"What have you got to lose?," she 

said. 
Not enough not to try it, he de

cided. So, the pair dove in and never 
looked back. 

Two years later, Riccardi is enjoying 
the success and agency of co-owning 
his own business. His staff includes 
five resident stylists who share a beau
tiful kinship, he said. 

"It's hard to be creative and a boss 
at the same time," he added, immedi
ately replacing the word "boss" with 
"leader." "Because, especially hair, it's 
a subjective thing." 

Employees usually want direction, 
butrRiecardi said he wants the stylists 
to have room enough to express their 
own vision. 

"Besides watching me and what I 
do, I want you to be who you are," he 
said, "and just make it clean and neat 
and nice and pretty." 

The journey thus far has been an 
exciting one, but it's far from on the 
decline, Riccardi said. 

He hopes to open another location in 
Westchester and/or Manhattan - "We 
definitely have room in our hearts for 
two more spaces" - and develop a 
teaching program for early-level styl
ists in-house at Riccardi Hair within 
the next five years. 

Even now, Riccardi is big on letting 
every day be a lesson. 

The staff looks to each other for 
teachable moments, he said. 

Even he feels, at times, that some
one is stronger than he is in a par
ticular area. In those moments, rather 
than handing the client over to the 
other stylist, he said, his response is 
always, "Hey, teach me. That's mv 
opportunity." , 

Jack Scott Miller 

What started as a bunch of over
exuberant dads and their little kids 
has flip-flopped into a vibrant group 
of young men running circles around 
their aging fathers. 

A few years ago, when the kids 
were in seventh grade, we experiment
ed with a fathers-versus-sons game, 
which didn't go so well. At that time, 
the grownups may have had a fleeting 
height advantage, but we all fell behind 
in the quickness department, and as the 
old adage goes, "You can't teach speed." 

What you can teach is humility, and 
the fathers learned some that day as the 
youngsters had their way with us. 

As this Thanksgiving brings mixed 
emotions, I am glad to see most of these 
boys doing so well, and sad to see them 
leaving. I will be happy to throw out my 
old cleats that only get used once a year, 
tearing up the field and wreaking havoc 
on my knees and ankles. 

The confines of our friendly game of 
two-hand touch have changed a bit. The 
field we used to play on lengthwise now 
gets turned sideways in order to accom
modate a second game belonging to a 
new group of fresh-faced first-graders 
and their sprite fathers. A group that 
will, no doubt, go on to make their own 
memories. 

Another link in the chain, and fans of 
the game. 

Mr. Raizen is predeceased by his 
wife of 46 years, Nancy, nee Barov
ick. He was the father of David Raizen 
and Bettina Daloia and Jill and Robert 
Serling; grandfather to Spencer, Aus
tin, Emily and Michael; and brother to 
Edna Mae Fadem. 

A funeral service was held for Mr.· 
Raizen Nov. 15 at Temple Israel of New 
Rochelle. 

Harold J. Reynolds 
Harold J. "Harry" Reynolds, a long

time resident of Scarsdale, died peace
fully Nov. 6. His final days were spent 
with his wife and family at his bedside. 
He was 89. 

Mr. Reynolds grew up a scrappy young 
Irish lad on New York's lower East Side. 
As a college student at Fordham Univer
sity, he immersed himself in philosophy, 
Christian theology and history. His stud
ies soon led him to forego conventional 
religious practice for a spiritual life dedi
cated to meditation, social justice and 
human rights. These principles would 
guide his life. 

He went on to attend New York Uni
versity Law School, where he spent 
some of his happiest years making life
long friends and serving as associate edi
tor of the Law Review. He chose a legal 
career in public service, starting out as 
a young law clerk to U.S. District Court 
Judge 1ohn McGohey, southern district 
of New York, and culminated in his role 
as clerk of the court for the appellate 
division of New York Supreme Court, 
First Judicial Department. 

In 1952, he married the love of his life, 
Josephine Bridget D' Angelo, and was 
immediately embraced as a member of 
a boisterous Italian household. As their 
family grew, they moved from New York 
City to a home in Scarsdale, where they 
lived for more than 50 years, watching 
their five children and nine grandchil
dren grow up. 

Throughout his life, Mr. Reynolds per
formed numerous acts of kindness and 
generosity toward individuals and orga
nizations in need. As a citizen of both the 
United States and Ireland, he expressed 
strong concern for issues of peace and 
social justice around the world. He was 
well known for his sharp wit and bound
less love of books, art and music. 

During retirement, Mr. Reynolds au
thored numerous articles and book re
views for the New York Law Journal, 
New York University Law Review and 
the New York State Bar Association 
Journal. In later years, Mr. Reynolds 
took on the role of fearless contrarian, 
at times testing the limits, and occasion
ally the patience, of his family, friends, 
neighbors and thoughtful editors of The 
Scarsdale Inquirer. He believed deeply 
that a vibrant democracy must be rooted 
in an informed and active citizenry. 

Mr. Reynolds is survived by his wife, 
Josephine; his children and their part
ners, Kevin with Monica; Catherine with 
Laurence; Ellen with Brian; Elizabeth; 
and Michael with Eric; his beloved and 
brilliant grandchildren Max, Erica, Cate, 
Kristin, Wendy, Julie, Megan, Benja
min, Thomas and his grief-stricken dog, 
Wendy. 

Buddhist prayers and services were 
performed in his honor at the Sewalee 
Monastery in Bhutan. A local memorial 
service will be announced and held in 
the coming weeks. 

Donations in Mr. Reynolds' memory 
may be made to the Bhutan Foundation 
at bhutanfound.org/donate, donation 
cause: Sewalee Monastery, or the Can
cer Support Team, cancersupportteam. 
org/donate/, specify support of Ovarian 
Cancer Support Group. 

Milestones 
The Inquirer publishes en

gagement, wedding and birth an
nouncements of past and present 
residents of Scarsdale, Hartsdale 
and Edgemont. •Send information 
to Danielle Rivera at the Inquir
er, PO Box 418, Scarsdale, NY 
10583, or fax 725-1552, or e-mail: 
drivera@scarsdalenews.com. 
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Thanksgiving closings 
The Scarsdale Public Library will 

close at 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
22, and remain closed on Thanksgiving, 
Nov. 23. 

Schools will close early Wednesday, 
Nov. 22 and remain closed Thursday 
and Friday, Nov. 23 and 24. 

Village hall will be closed Thanksgiv
ing, Nov. 23 as well as Friday, Nov. 24. 

Parking meters in the village will not 
be in effect Nov. 23 and Nov. 24. 

CNC members elected 
On Nov. 15, 439 Scarsdale citizens 

elected 10 new members to the Citizens 
Nominating Committee for a three
year term. They include two members 
from each of the five elementary school 
electoral units: 

Becky Bach and Susan Duncan, 
Edgewood, 66 total votes including 
three mail-in ballots; 

Dara Gruenberg and Steve Pass, Fox 
Meadow, 54 total votes including four 
mail-in ballots; 

Michelle Lichtenberg and Adie 
Shore, Greenacres, 141 total votes 
including 24 mail-in ballots; 

Amber Yusuf and Eric Lichtenstein, 
Heathcote, 136 total votes including six 
mail-in ballots; 

Gabrielle Wise and John Auerbacher, 
Quaker Ridge, 42 total votes including 
two mail-in ballots. 

They will join 20 returning members 
in December and January to choose 
Scarsdale Non-Partisan Party candidates 
for mayor and village trustee. 

SBNC candidates 
The School Bo~d No~nating Com-

~rars~alc 1 itquircr 
Founded in 1901 
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EI C issues final reply in incorporation appeal 
By ROBERT CHRISTIE 

EDGEMONT - And now we wait. 
The Edgemont Incorporation Com

mittee filed its final reply Nov. 14 in its 
Article 78 appeal following Town Su
pervisor Paul Feiner's rejection of the 
committee's petition for a referendum 
to potentially make Edgemont Green
burgh's seventh village. 

The reply came in response to Fein
er's answer to the initial Article 78 fil
ing. Before issuing an answer, Feiner 
attempted to dismiss the lawsuit but 
Judge Susan Cacace denied the motion. 
Therefore he had to give an answer to 
the Article 78 by early November. 

In the EIC's response to that answer, 
obtained by The Inquirer, the commit
tee reiterated its challenges to Feiner's 
May 5 petition denial and the reasons 
for it. 

According to Feiner, the petition 
lacked accurate boundaries for the pro
posed Edgemont Village and the cor
rect number of signatures needed for a 
petition for a referendum to incorpo
rate. 

In addition, Feiner claimed many of 
the signatures on petition were fraudu
lent. 

In its Nov. 14 reply, the EiC claimed 
Feiner and the other respondents to the 
lawsuit did not provide sufficient evi-

Shopping is sharing 
The Shop and Share event took place Nov. 15 
at three star in the Scarsdale Village down-

However, the EiC said, at no time did Feiner 

effectively prove the signatures were not real. 

natures from 20 percent of Edgemont 
residents who are eligible to vote. 

The EiC was able to garner 1,317 
signatures on the petition and deter
mined there are 4,827 people who live 
in Edgemont and are eligible voters. 

dence showing why those signatures 
were invalid. 

In addition, the EiC said, Feiner in
validated more than just the signatures 
he deemed fake. 

If an Edgemont resident had wit
nessed the allegedly fake or allegedly 
duplicate signatures, he also invalidat
ed all the other signatures that resident 
witnessed. This logic led Feiner to in-

validate approximately 300 signatures. 
However, the EiC said, at no time 

did Feiner effectively prove the signa
tures were not real. In addition, they 
said, even if he had provided sufficient 
evidence, a few fake signatures does 
not allow Feiner to invalidate up to 300 
signatures, let alone the entire petition. 

The EiC again challenged Feiner's 
claim it did not have the requisite sig-

Feiner determined there were actu
ally 5,993 eligible voters in Edgemont. 

According to the EiC, Feiner began 
that process with names provided by 
incorporation opponent and Edgemont 
resident Martin Payson. 

The original list had 7,193 names, 
which Payson compiled from the West
chester County Board of Elections. 
Feiner would later shrink that list down 

Continued on page 5 

BOE mulls options 
for bond add-ons 
and air conditioning · 

By VALERIE ABRAHAMS 

SCARSDALE SCHOOLS - To cool 
or not to cool? That seems to be the 
question. 

Air conditioning is a high priority, ac
cording to a report by Scarsdale build
ing-level and districtwide committees. 
And a poll conducted by the Scarsdale 
Forum in September revealed a strong 
interest among residents for air condi
tioning the schools, regardless of impact 
on taxes. 

With that in mind, members of the 
Scarsdale Board of Education discussed 
the issue at length Nov. 13 during a 
three-hour, robust examination of rec
ommendations for proposed districtwide 
facilities projects. 

The board debated, but did not decide, 
whether to offer a separate $25 million 
bond proposition to pay for air condi
tioning in instructional spaces through
out the district, whether to include it into 
a proposed districtwide bond, the scope 
of whi~~ is currently estimated bet~~n 

er to wait and reconsider it when the dts~ 
trict will see a new round of debt fall off 
in 2026. 

The district's business manager, Stu
art Mattey, estimated the cost of add
ing air conditioning districtwide at $44 
million, if done independently of other 
construction work. But the cost could be 
reduced to about $25 million if the work 
were done in tandem with other projec!s 
proposed for the next bond issue. 

According to Facilities Manage( 
John Trenholm, district records indiJ 
cate classrooms hit uncomfortably hot 
temperatures about 30 to 40 days during 
the school year. However, school board 
member Chris Morin noted the build
ings also house Scarsdale's summer rec 
camp, and several board members men
tioned global warming and the negative 
impact overheating has on student learn
ing. 

At Greenacres, many classrooms 
already have working air ventilators, 
which could be converted to systems 
that _ are able to cool the rooms. And, 
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