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Comfort Hoyt Jr. to his children in Ohio.

Danbury, May 16th 1831.
Dear Children,

Haning completed the 80th year of my age and

entered on my 8lst knowing that according to the common

courseof nature my remaining days must be few, I set down

to communicate to you my situation; as to my health Provi-

dence: has been as propitious as I have reason to expect.

wy left kmee has however been swelled for two or three weeks.

I first expected it was a rheumatick complaint, but after a

few days the cords of-my hai became black by which I con-

clude I might have met with a small strain. It is rather

weak but mending---otherwise my health is very good.

My wife has been wofully afflicted. On the ninth of

March, she complained of being faint, took a little cam-

phire, asked me if I would get my own breakfast as she did

not want any,was settint} a suitable distance from the fire

when I went down cellar for bread. I hasted up lest some

eggs I had a cooking should be over done s0 I could not be

absent more than one or two minutes, found on my return

that she was lying across the andiron, her face toward

the fire, her shawl and cap burning, her hands in the fire

roeoted, a bottle of camphire. which she had in her hand

broken and blazing in the fire, conclude she must have

fainted for on lifting herup she said (with her natural

voice) I am all on fire. The burning of her cap blistered

her foreheed as her shawl did her breast. Doct. Bostford

was there in a few minutes, applied cotton wet with rum
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Her pain was severe, had to lull it by opiates, had const art
attendence-day and night. In about five weeks it was thought

best to remove her to her son's, where was a number of

women to assist in taking care of her, where she is now.

Has not been able to use either hand so much as to put any

food to her mouth yet and it is doubtful whether she ever

will, for Botsford says some of her fingers will come off.

She sets up but very little, walks across the room by lead-

ing, her expenses beside her suffering I expect cannot be

less than a dollar a day. The Glassites (?) especially mur.

Bishop have given her money to assist in furnishing her

with spirits. We have only to make a wise improvement of

this dispensation of Providence and be still Knowing that
LY

dis
God is God and the oser of all events. Since she has been

at Hoyt's I being alone made Thorps a visit of 11 days,

found him, Abigail‘ and children well. Beers seems to:have

plenty of work at his trade and getting gnod paytherefore

to be out of debt and living comfortably, pd me his tax

I took an early breakfast with them & rode in my carriage

to Danbury Street a quarter of an hour before six

o'clock with but little fatigue--- Charles Benedict's

widow lives in the house with me, her son in law and

daughter Deborah with her with a little son big enough to

drive cow to Deacon Hill. She had rented my two front

chambers with privelege of baking and washing in the kit-

chen, they now. occupy most of the house cooke my vituals

& do my work for the extra privilege, milking and making

--
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putter to the halves, so I have the stand that was saved hy Mella poms

py being in the meadow in the British conflagration

(which has been repaired with a new leaf) to put my vic-

tuals on which my meals are seasonably prepared. The

season has been fine for milling. If so with you Capt.

Husted's mill must have brought him in a considerable

gain. If he could send me some flour it would be well

accepted as I have only rye to make cake with. You will

see by this account that my expenses are great. rnd if

practicable I doubt not you will collect.something to

assist me--- Your uncle Agur sold part of his barren

plains land paid off his New York debt wherewith to pay

his other debts. He is complaining with his shoulder

but keeps to work most of the time-- Eliekim Benedict

has had a severe shock of the palsy, but has so far re-

covered &B to walk about the house, his mind feeble, his

wife- quite poor, appears consumptive.

There seems to be unusual attention to religion in

this region, but a few have joined our church as yet,

more are expected soon to do it, among those who havec

joined are Capt. Rider, Niram Wildman and wife-- It has

peen the practice.of most of our societies to have two

three or four days successively in a week for religious

meetings, especially to pray for the descent of the Holy

Spirit which in many cases seems to be peculiarly blessed.

A three days meeting is to be held in this society for

said purpose next week,may a blessing attend it.
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I do not lay out to do much work for it would be in vain

|

if I did. I pést Wm Peck's books, who shoes the old mare

and bought me a pig toward paying me. By getting a pig I

save the sour milk of the cow. But my age and the mis-=

fortune of my wife destroy all my ambition as to getting

much even to live on. Beerssand Abigail are solicitous

to have me live with them if my life should be spared

untilnext winter but I make but very little calculation

for the future for we know not what a day may bring forth

no nor even a minute as in the case of your mother.

Wishing and hoping you may all be prospered under the kind

hand of Providence in things temporal but especially

in things spiritual I subscribe myself your: loving parent

Comfort Hoyt

P.S. Please to communicate this to Simeon and Aaron and

write us soon. It ig some time since you wrote. We are

rather expecting you are waiting to send by Miss Bennett

should have wrote sooner but expected F. Wildman had

wrote you of our misfortunes.

(our cousin Mrs. Peet whom we called upon inKent, Conn.,
has the table--she calls it a tip table---that is ment-

ioned in this letter. I'did not see it as it was packed
away at the time. I am sending her a copy of this letter

as I thought it would make the table more interesting to

her. The story of the table as she told it is that the

British officers had taken it out into the field to mix

their drinks upon, and that it thus escaped the fire that

destroyed so much in Danbury, the indirect result of

which was the settling of our family in the Firelands

of Ohio.

Note the P.S. reference to Miss Rennett. She evid-

ently gct to Ohio at least for a visit as she was hoping
to do in the letter of hers previously included in this

series and dated April 23rd, 1830, which see.-™,w,%)
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