What"s in a NMame
Non—Western Culture: A Semantic Argument

Faculty and administrators often have a overwhelming
desire to change titles of courses and categories of requirements
because change seems necessary to more clearly achieve the goals
of some esoteric vision statement. Usuwally the chances are no
more tham semantic chances to correct some subtle shift in
attitudes of the society, the state, the faculty. or the
administration. Recently, some faculty have argued the courses
listed in the university catalog as "Mon—-Western Culture"” should
change their category label to "Global Ferspectives" or
"International Studies" because "NMon-Western Culture'is a
negative, pejorative term meaning "not" good culture. The
continued wse of the label "Non-Western'", according to the
dissenters, indicates a lack of sensitivity to the feelings of
the people of the very countries that are encompassed in the area
of study. Students, the complaining faculty assert, do no not
knaw the meaning of the term "Non-Western," and on transcripts,
the cowses would be more impressive if listed as "International
Studies. ™

I disagree-—Non-Western is descriptive not pejorative,
and the label Non-Western was not accidentally adopted by the
faculty. In the early 1960s, the faculty at the college decided
to reguire all students to take at least one couwrse on a country,
or area of the world, that had a totally different history and
culture. Students needed to be exposed to ideas other than those
that had developed in Europe and the United States. The world
was changing rapidly. and the students needed to be aware of
those changes. The faculty visualized the students being taught
the history and culture of countries such as Egypt., China,
Algeria, Indonesia, Vietmnam, India., and a myriad of other
non-western areas.

The task of developing the courses for the non-western
area was assigned the History & Sccial Science departments.
Within the cowses, the Lteachers were instructed to take
a broad view rather than a narrow professional one. Historians
should teach more than history, sociologists more than sociology,
and anthropologist more than eanthropology. The hope was the
teachers would expose the studente to the religions, arts, politics,
geographies, histories, and societies of these non-western areas.
According Lo the area or country studied, the student would
learn, for esample, about Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism,
Shintoism, or Taoism as well as about dynasties, empires, and
social attitudes.

In the History % Social Science departments. a debate



o~

raged over the title of the new "areas" studies program. Should
it be called "Area Studies, International Studies, the
Underdevel oped World, the Developing World, or the Third World."
None of the labels seemed appropriate: some were patronizing
while others inadequately described the purpose of the new
requirements. "Non—Western" was selected as a compromise

because it seemed to be the only label that could encompass areas
as diverse as Africa, the Middle East; South Asia, and East

Asia.

Thirty years later, there is rumblings among a few
faculty that Non-Western is a negative label, indicating what it
is not, and offensive to the very cultures it proclaims to
represent. It is a semantic argument. No one is suggesting that
the couwrses be altered, nor is any one suggesting that the study
of "Non—-Western Cultures" he abandoned. What is being suggested
ig that the label be changed. Maturally, the suggested new labels
include "Global Studies, International Studies, World Studies, o
Third World Studies." None of the suggested labels seem as
acceptable as "Non-Western Cultures."

Unless the critics can suggest a title that more
adenquately describes the function of the non-western courses,
then I am opposed to altering thirty years of tradition. My
predecessors were wise in their selection of the title. No other
label seems appropriate: Global Perspectives, Area Studies, or
International Studies are unacceptable because they are less
restrictive, and other possible labels, such as "The
Under-Developed World," are even less acceptable because they are
clearly disparging. "Nor—~Western” is not a negative label, but a
label proclaiming that the cultures to be studied are not
European or Amsrican in orientation. They are "Non-Western. "

The term Non—-klestern Cultuwre is under attack by the
education professors and their allies. Led by Dr. John Caruso,
Dr. Walter Rernstein, and particularly Dean Richard Dozier. this
group proclaims the professors in the History-Non Western, and
Social Science Departments are frauds, wungualified, inseqitive,
and irrational. The most offensive of the attackers is Dean
Dozier who asserted in an open letter that the professors of
Non-Western Culture were bigohs and ungualified to be college
teachers. He attempted to intimidate on the assumption that
educators and administrators are frightened sheep who will
surrender i+ charged with insensitiv}f’ Pfterall, if the term
Non—-Western offends Dean Dozier, the term should be changed.

Is Dean Dozeir & semantic expert? Is he an expert in
African, Mliddle Eastern or Asian Cultuwresy No, he is not.  Yeth,
he believes he is qualified to form & value judament based on his
apinian with rno supporting docunentation. He thinks Non-Western
is pejorative, therefore it is pejorative. Cuestion: Who made
Dean Dozier God? BEqually inportant, why has he decided to



confront two respected academic departments over a semantic
issue? In defining the term Non—Western, does Dean Dozier really
believe his opinion should be accepted over that of Frofessor
Warner on Asia, Dr. Linabuwry on Middle East, Frofessor Rosenbearg
on Atrica, and Frofessor BRannister on India & the FPhilippines?
Does Dean Dorier also consider the terms Far East, Middle East,
and Southeast Asia pejorative because they define the areas by
their geographical relation to Europe?

Following the lead of Dean Dozier, with no deocumented
proat, the whole issue of Non-Western seemns to be a powsr move on
the part of Dr. Caruso and others to place the courses taught
urnder a new Dean of International Studies.

There are practical reasons to change Non-Western to
International Studies Dr‘g}mbal Studies. International Studies
sounds more prestigious’ hon-western as university sounds more
prestigious than college and as maintenance engineer sounds more
prestigious than janitor.

The History-Social Science Departments are not opposed to
changing the label, we are ocpposed to changing the philosophy.
Students are required to take one course in Non—-Western Cultures
to expose them to beliefs vastly different from European and
American cultures. The Departments are willing to change the
title to International Studies if the intent is more than simply
an euphemistic name change. An International Studies major is
possible with the current staff and such an approach would be
acceptable. Unacceptable is the format proposed by Dr. Caruso
and his WIC Committee-—-—simply list 60 or 70 courses and say take
a few. The Social Sciences Department could offer a major in
International Studies as could the History Department.

The attached pages illustrates a possible major in History and
International Btud%s.

Sincerely

Fen Young
History—-Non-kdestern
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