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.M'LACHLAN IS 
GIVEN HONORS 

DANBURY CLUB UNVEILS PORTRAIT OF PRESIDENT 

Danbury Clµb President Fet
ed at Testimonial; Oil Por

trait Unveiled. 
George McLachlan, president of 

the Danbury club since 1935, was 
guest of honor at a testimonial 
dinner in the club Saturday night 

i when his portrait in oil was un-
veiled preparatory to its being 
hung in the lobby. 

A lobster and steak dinner, at
.tended by nearly 300 members and 
· their guests, preceded the pro
gram. 

Recognition was also given Eber 
A. Hodge, treasurer for more than 
40 years. He was the recipient of 
a watch, the presentation being 
made by Vinson W. Bronson, toast-
master. · 

Opening the program, Mr. Bron
son introduced two of ten surviv
ing charter members, Mr. Hodge 
and Philip N. Sunderland, who 
were present for the . affair and 
read a number of telegrams of 
congratulations and best wishes 
addressed to Mr. McLachlan. 

A letter from Arthur E. Tweedy, 
first president of the club, was 
read. It likewise · congratulated 
Mr. McLachlan on his achieve
ments in behalf of the organiza
tion. 

-Photos by Shea Following presentation of the 
watch to Mr. Hodge, Mr. Bronson 
presented Mayor William J. Han
rian as principal speaker, express
.ng to him the club's appreciation 
Jf his attendance in spite of in
juries from which he is still re
!overing. 

An oil portrait of George A. McLachlan, president of the Danbury club, was unveiled Saturday night 
during a dinner attended by nearly 300 members and guests. His daughter, Miss Kay McLachlan, un
veiled the portrait as Mr. McLachlan, right, and Mrs. McLachlan, far left, looked on. The portait will 
be hung in the main lobby of the club, recognizing Mr. McLachlan's contributions to the organization 
during the 15 years he has -bee11i president. 

Mayor Pays Tribute 
Mayor Hannan recailed the .start 

>f the club in 1907, with 117 mem
>ers. and a meeting room in the 
iotel Green; ·and erection of the 
:lubhouse on West ·s.treet, at the 
:orner .of Foster street, in 1910. · 

He told the gathering how Mr. 
1.1:cLachlan has aided the club since 
1e assumed the presidency in 1935, 
vhen - he directed the raising of 
unds to pay a mortgage of $22,500 
llld more than $6,000 in other ob
igations. In the past 15 years, the 
aayor pointed -out, Mr. · McLach
an has supervised numerous im
>rovements, including an addition 
iuilt to house the bar and direc
ors room. These improvements, he 
toted, were paid from cash assets 
.nd the club is now in an excellent 
na11cial position. 

club when it was organized in 
1907. 

I~ 1910, plans for the new build
ing were drawn by Mr. Sunder
land and the contract was signed , 
by a committee comprising Mr. 
Tweedy, the late Dr. W. C. WH 
and the late Frederick B, Dalton: . 

There were 107 charter mem
bers. The ten now living .are Mr. 
Hodge, Mr. Sunderland, Mr. 
Tweedy, Samuel A. Davis, Dr. W. 
Frank Gordon, Louis R. Heim, 
Edward M. Keeler, C. Stuart Mc
Lean, ·Philip Simon and Dr. Paul 
U. Sunderland. 

The oil painting, by David 
Iutchison, was unveiled, as Mr. 
nd Mrs. McLachlan looked on, by 
tieir daughter, Miss Kay McLach
m. Prior to the actual unveiling, 
Uss McLachlan was presented 
•ith a charcoal drawing of her " 
1.ther . 
. Mr. Hutchison, the artist, has 
)ne numerous portraits of prom
tent Americans. He studied in 
ntwerp and Paris, and his works 
~e in a number of public buHrl
.gs. He executed the murals in 
t. James' Episcopal church here. 
The testimonial was arranged by 
committee which included p. J. 

yer, Charles J. Durkin and Ran
LI McLachlan, on a basis form
ated by Mr. Dyer. 

107 Charter Members 
Mr. Tweedy was president of the 
ub from 1907 until 1919. Other 
·esidents in the next 15 years 
~re Harry McLachlan, Frederick 

Tweedy, H. J. D. Plaut, Dr. 
hn c. Downs, C. A. Wright and 
1.rvey G Ward, all now deceased. 
The Danbury club is an out
owth of the Town club, which 
d rooms on. Library place. This 
Jperty was sold and the club 
>ved to the top floor of the Union 
vings bank building. Mr. Tweedy 
.s president and he assumed th<' 
~sidency of the new Danpury 

LONG-TIME TREASURER HONORED 



George McLachlan & Son$\~: 
. ,rl ,,., 

Hat Firm May Close Shop.···'.' 
DANBURY-Directors of the 54-year-old George McLachlan & 

Sons, Inc., hat firm meet Wednesday to decide whether to continue 
operations or to go out of business in the face of rising production 
and labor costs and declining sales. 

The firm's president, G. Randal McLachlan, said today that all 
12n employes, except. a few clerical workers, have heen laid off in a 
step to economize while the firm debates whether to close shop. 

Layoffs were made at the hat · 
factory at 10 Thorpe St. starting Another son of the founder, 
March 13, according to McLach- Charles McLachlan, was associat-

ed with the operation until several 
lan this morning. The company years ago. He is now in Sunbury, ' 
was founded by George McLach- Pa. as pre~ident of a Hat Corp-
l'an in 1907. oration of America ·affiliat~. 

Not 'Very Optimistic' 4-r,) ( _r1 1/l '( I 
The founder's son said today (I ,.r; >- J'7. b 

thtat he's not "very optimistic" 
about the plant ever opening again , 
as a hat company. He indicated 
the directors are meeting just to 1 

make "official'' what everyone I 
foresees, a discontinuance of oper- i 
ation. · 

McLachlan bemoaned the fac t 
that all of the company's produc
tion machinery is geared only to 
the making of hat bodies. He said 
the machinery cannot be used for 
any otl\er purpose. 

This rules out any chance of the 
firm becoming a manufacturer of 
headgear for sports or other cas
ual wear, he observed. 
Cites Declining Market 

McLachlan denied the firm had 
experienced any labor trouble. He 
said the layoffs and an apparent 
decision to close were the result 
of a declining public interest in 
hats and hatwear. 

The layoffs have tossed another 
125 employes into the unemploy
ment ranks in the Danbury area, 
although the assimilation has been 
gradual since the layoffs first 
started in mid-March. 

The McLachlan hat firm pro
duced some 20,000 dozen hat bodies 
the first year of operation. The 
work force in 1907 numbered 25 
employes. 

Over the years, the plant grew 
, to 50,000 square feet of .space in 
1 

the hat body factory on Thorpe 
St. and · another 60,000 square feet 

· of space in the fur factory, 190 
I White St. 
· 1,000 Hat Bodies a Day 

Production skyrocketed from an 
average of 50 hat bodies per day 
to more than 1,000 hat bodies per 

, day during the early 1930's. T.he_, 
: 1nrnt- hit-'·a peak of 150-;i:io'tniozen 

hat bodies annually only sporadic-
- ally d~1ring the past 20 years. 
t • Fur production was carried out 
1 in a four-story frame building. 

Furs were imported from Aus
tralia, England, France, Turkey, 
and. South America. Millions of 
pounds of raw rabbit skins were 
imported. 

The hats were shipped out of the 
U.S. to Canada, Mexico, Puer-.'.o 
Rico, Guba, and Switzerland. How
ever, the principal . domestic ,hat 
market for McLachlan apparrel 
was in the states of New York, ' 
Pennsylvania, and Texas. 

The McLachlan firm made both 
men's and women's hat bodies on 
its firming, i::hriI1Jking and block
ing machinery. 

Actually, the McLachlan firm 
has been semi-closed for weeks 
or at least ever since the first 
production workers were laid off. 
Only office help has been main-
tained. • I 

The meeting this week w'ill be 
between the company's board of 
directors and the firm's account-
ant, according to McLachlan. · I 
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13-Day Trial -WY\. ~'2.. ::> tS 

Danhurian Involved in Civil 
Suit Over Oil Wells in Texas 

or hereunder from any such well 
or wells a 7-64ths overriding 
royalty." 

The Stroubes completed the 
first well on the lease in 1950, and 
by September 1951, the last of 
the 16 wells was completed. 

During the period 1952-54 how
ever, operators in the area be-

Officials of the 132nd Dis- June 30, 1946, from Mr. and Mrs. came apprehensive about the de
trict court in Snyder Tex·. have H. H. · Eiland of Snyder to G. cline in bottomhole pressure~ and 

, ' ' M Heinzelmann of Snyder for- the upward trend of gas-011 ra-
a sound clatm if they ever decide m~rly of Danbury. Heinzel~ann tios. Physical operation was pro-
to put in ·for "endurance" pay. acquired the _ lease for himself vided ~or a periphe~l. water flood. 

'l'hey recenty c :mcuded a 13- and for the McLachlan family. The railroad conumss10n approved 
day hes.ring of a civil suit in- Oil was discovered there in the unit's water injection pres
volving Harry MCILa,chlan of 1948 and a year later Heinze!- sure maintenance program in 
Danbury, Conn., . and H. R. mann and the McLa.chians as- 1955, and the unit became eff ec-

1 Strouble and others of Texas, 13igned the lease to the six mem- tive in May of that year, 
one of the biggest cases, if not bers of the Straube family. 

, the biggest, ever held in that Re. · ed O idl Bo I"• 
court. serv verr ng ya "J . 

The case means much to both The Stroubes paid $125,000 and 
sides, since a number of oil agreed to develop the lease, but 
wells are involved. There - a.re 16 aeinzelmann and the McLachlans 
such wells on the lease which reserved 7-16ths overriding roy~ 
were developed at a cost of alty from the total -8-Sths produc
more than a million dollars. tion of oil if and when it was 

The jury case, not only jnclud- produced, ~aved and marketed. 
ed thousands\of words by attor- The agreement inclu(jed that 
neys, but ilfustrations for the " ••. if at any time any well on 
jµry incl1;1ding maps, graphs, said lands does not by its natural 
c~9:rts, ~a1lroad commission ex- flow produce its oil alowable 
b1b1ts, instruments from the after a 30-day test period then 
county clerk's office, photo- the 7-16ths overriding r~yalty 
graphs an~ photostats. herein reserved shall be reduced 

Tw9 tape r e c o r d e r s ran and there shall then only be re
throughout the .case to take up served by and payable to th_e as-
every word , . signor hereqnder from such well 
2,000 ~ypew _rltten Page& or wells a 7-82nds overriding roy-

And every word meant plenty, alty· and providing any well on 
since there · WEt?"e enough to fill said' lands produces les'3 than 30-
about 2,000.- typ ,ewritten pages. barrels -'per '. da.y for 30 consecu-

The judge's shorthand notes ttve days theii in said event the 
took 10 shorth~nd books of 192 overriding royalty reserved by 
pages each, whic!1 is the most and payable • to assignor from any 
for any one trial for Oscar such well or wells shall be re
Clark in his , nine years as coqrt duced and there shall only be re-
reporter. served by and payable to assign-

The case had only about 15 
witnesses but some witnesses 
stayed on the stand for as. often 
as four days. 

The issue concerned oil prop
erty near Snyder. Substantially 
the dispute had to do wit>h 
whether wells on the lease are 
still flowing naturally, as the · 
McLaichl811ls contended, or 
whether the water injection 
pressure maintenance program 
in the unit is an artificial meth
od of production, as the Stroubes 
argued. 

The lease was :first made on 
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George McLachlan Dies at .. 56; 
Was Prominent . in Community 

DANBURY-George Augustus ground unit based at Gulfport, 
McLachlan, Sr., 56 former Dan- Miu. 
bury hat manufacturer, bank of- On Jan. 28, 1982, he mar11ed 
ficial and widely known through- ,Mias Louise Connor.a of Stamford I 
.out the area as a community lead- w'ho survivM, 
er, amateur golf er and prominent He also lea.Vea four sons, George , 
Catholic layman. <.11ed early this J~., J. Richard, Peter C. and Mal-
morning in the Danbury Hospital col,m B. McLaJchJan; two daugh-
after a short illness. His home ters, Mr.s. Stephen B. Smith and 
was at 37 Boulevard, Newtown, Miss Louise Margaret McLachlan, 
where he had lived for the pa.st all of Newtown; six grand.children; 
15 years . two brothers, Harry and Arnold 

H was admitted to the hospital McLaohlan, both of Danbury; two 
lMt week for observation and on sisters, Mrs. Harry Scanlan of 
Friday underwent an operation Daanibury and Mrs. George Sullivan 
which disclosed an advanced ot Washington, D.C.; eight nieces 
malignancy. Since prior to that and eight nehpews. 
he had appeared to be in his usual The ful}erail -win be held from the 
good health, even to playing Honan Funeral Home, 56 Main St., 
tournament golf earlier this Newtown, Monday at 9 a.m., with 

· month, his sudden passing has a s,olemn .requiem mass in St. 
shocked the community wh~re he Rose's Chu11ch, Newtown, at 9: 30. 
was widely known, into & deep BuriaJ will be in St. Rose's Ceme-
aense · ~f sorrow and loss. tery . 

H d d M P . t George A. McLachlan Sr. The funeral home will be open ea e a.ny roJec s 
. . . . ' ~turda(Y from 7 to 9 p.m. and 

.~1s m terest . in the develop- plans for the .:W:a.r .~emoril\l...Cen: . S)mday f.rom 2 to 5 and 7 to 9 p.rn. 
ment and welfare of the com- ter in Rogers Park. He wa:a a 
munity where his family had past president of the War Me-
long been leaders in busb_1ess mortal center Assn. He was also 
and industry was manifested in general lay chairman of the build-
his wtlllngnes!J to assume the ing fund ot Immaculate High 
chairmanship of many i,mportant School, regional high school ot 
civic projects. the Bridgeport Catholic Diocese 

He ':as a leading figure in currently under construction 
prompting and carrying out here, lay chairman of the build-

ing fund of the new St. Rose's 
parochial school in Newtown and 
chairman of the Newtown Junior I High School Building Commit
tee. He was also a former mem
ber ot the Danbury Hospital 
Board of Managers. 

Knighted by Pope 

In recognition of his outstanding 
service to his church, Mr. McLach
lan was invested as a Knight of St. 
Gregory the Great, an honor con
ferred by the late Pope John XXIII, 
at ceremonies in St. Rose's Church 
on Aug. 16, 1962. He was the sec
ond member ot his immediatP
family to be so honored, his oldE-st 
brother, Harry McLachlan, haVing 
been made a papal knight in 1959. 

Mr. McLachlan was born in Dan• 
bury Feb. 22, 1907, a son of the 
late Harry A. McLachlan, founder 
in 1892 of the hat manufacturing 
firm .of H. McLachlan & Co., and 
of the late Margaret · (Byron) Mc• 
Lachlan. 

He was graduated from the Coch- · 
ran preparatory school in Norwalk 
and from Dartmouth College in I 
1929 where he was a member of 
Theta Beta Pi fraternity and the ; 
Sphinx Senior Society. He had even 
then shown outstanding promise as · 
a golfer and was a member of' the 
college golf team. - : 

He was associated in the family ~ 
business during most of his life
time . and tollowiµg the des.th of the 
founder, with his brothers, .Harry 
McLachlan Jr., Arnold F : and the 
late James Donald and the late 
John B. McLachlan, carried on the 
family business until it was discon-

. tinued. He was vice president of 
the fimi when it closed ita doors 
in 1956. 
Banking Leader 

Since then Mr. McLachlan has 
divided his time between his Con
necticut home and the winter resi
dence which he maintained in Ber
muda, retaining his local banking , 
assnmi::itinnc: !'I<: hic: ,..,.,;n h,,.,;..,.,..,., 

p.,/7... 



• ' q: ui .\ llll' L, rea l , ci!l ll<J IIUI" l.:Ol1· 

ferred by the late Pope John XXIII, 
at ceremonies in St. Rose's Church 
on Aug. 16, 1962. He was the · sec
ond member of his immediate 
family to be so honored, his oldest 
brother, Harry McLachlan, haVing 
been made a papal knight in 1969. 

Mr. McLachlan was born in Dan
bury Feb. 22, 1907, a son of the 
late Harry A. McLachlan, founder 
in 1892 of the hat manufacturing 
firm .of H. McLachlan & Co., and 
of the late Margaret (Byron} Mc
Lachlan. 

He was graduated from •the Coch- · 
ran preparatory school in Norwalk 
and from Dartmouth Colleg-e in l 
1929 where he was a member of 
Theta Beta Pi fraternity and the ; 
Sphinx Senior Society. He had even 
then shown outstanding promise as · 
a golfer and was a member of· the 
college golf team. : 

He was associated in the family 1 
business during most of his life
time . and following the dea,µi of the 
fouqder, with his brothers, ,Harry 
McLachlan Jr., Arnold F. ·and the 
late James Donald and the late 
John B. McLachlan, carried on the 
family business until it was dlscon-

. tlnued. He was vice pre$ident of 
the firm when it closed its doors 
in 1956, 
Banking Leader-

Since then Mr. McLachlan has 
divided his time between his Con
necticut home and the winter resi
dence which he maintained in Ber
muda, retaining his local banking 
assomiations as his main bui;iness 
interest. He was vice president of < 

the Savings Bank of Danbury, elect 
ed to that omce in 1962 after serv
ing as a director since 1940. He 
was a member of the advisory 
board of the City Trust Co. and 
also a director of the F. L. Ander
son Oil Co., Portland, Conn, 

He was president of the Ridge
wood Country Club, of which his 
late father was a founder, and 
had headed its official boa~d at 
different periods over a number \ 
of years. He was serving as presi
dent during the period of construe- , 
tion of the new clubhouse opened 
last year. 
Prominent Golfer 

An enthusiastic amateur sports
man and particularly an ardent 
golfer, he was a nine times winner 
of the Ridgewood Club champion- · 
ship and had planned to leave for 
Scotland in October to represent 
the Ridgewood Club in a pro-ama
teur tournament. 

He was the Bermuda Seniors 
champion and a ,member of the 
Bermuda team which played in 
the World Amateur Team Cham
pionsh~p tournament for the Eisen
hower Cup at Kawana, Japan, last 
year. 

Last year 811so, wHlh his niece, 
Miss: Marcia McLachlan, he . won( 
the Bermuda mixed foursome tour- ; 
nament, and the satne year, / 
teamed with Bob Tarrant of Dan- • 
bury, won 'the Bermudai four.:ball' 
tournament. He was a member of 
the Ridgewood team which placE.\'l 
third last year i·n the Bermuda 
Good Will tournament. 

Mr. .Mc.Lachlan wa-s · president 
for two years of the Connecticut 
Golf Club and wa.s a. member of 
the Mid-Ocean Club of Bermuda. 
He was also a member of the 
Royal and Ancient GO.lf Club of 
St. Andrew's, Scotland, and of the 
Equinox OLub of Manchester, Vt. 
Wu A.F. oaptain 

1 

A veteran of WQl'lld War Ji!, he 
served with the rank of captain I 
in command of an Afr Force 

-, /), ~1~ 



REMAINS OF HAT FACTORY of George McLach
lan & Sons are inspected by Frank Ross and his 
grandchildren, Robert and Nadine Hallock. View 

is from Thorpe St. The crane being used for 
demolition will tackle next the portion of factory 
near Main St. (The News-Times-Mannion) 
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Once a big name in hatting . . now most -ly rubble 
This photo provided by Albert E. Hamilton of Oanbury 
shows the former George Mclachlan & Sons factory off 
White Street, before more sections were added, in wl'lat 

is known as 'The Swamp.' Photo shows the east side of 
the sprawling structure which was almost leveled last 
~ight in another of Danbury's many suspicious blazes. 

Many's the hat camefrom'TheSwamp' 
. • I 

By KEN STACK it was the cutler and the hatter, both of torn down to make room for a gasoline 125 employes were laid off as the Main 
DANBURY - Another of the large, whom had seen industrial change station. Street plant closed "indefinitely." 

rambling hat factories which once bypass th,eir businesses, who had With McLachlan having established The Hobson-Botts firm also had its 
helped make Danbury famous as a shared the complex since the 1920s. his business in 1907 with a plant share of problems, particularly with 
hatting center is no more. The destroyed building long was eventually stretching from 427 Main St. the Japanese invasion of the flatware 

Last night it took less than 15 minutes known as "The Swamp" to local hatters to 10 Thorpe St., Hobson & Botts was a market in the post-World War II years. 
fqr the four-story structure where during Danbury's heyday as a hatting relative newcomer to the Danbury However, the company, which prided 
George McLachlan & Sons Inc. and center, no matter who operated the scene when it was founded in 1920 on itself on the stability of its relatively 
predecessor companies once made fur factory there. Chestnut Street. However, the infant small staff of employes, managed to 
felt hat bodies, to collapse, sending up a The former vonGal Hat Co., among firm was the first to move into the then continue its production of stainless 
spectacular shower of sparks as fire others, conducted operations there until vacant factory on White Street which it steel utensils for variety stores and 
rampaged through the industrial the 1920s when the late George occupied in 1924. restaurants in almost complete 
complex at 190 White St. McLachlan established the Mac Fur Co. It wasn't until 1927 that.McLachlan obscurity in the plant off White Street . 

The portion of the complex once there to process fur for the main moved its fur processing to the But, in the end, bankruptcy 
occupied by the Hobson & Botts cutlery McLachlan plant at 427 Main St. Later, complex. Originally, the processing had accompanied dwindling orders. 
company, also was badly damaged. The a branch hat factory was established at been handled at a Bethel plant Last night, both companies were back 
company had ended its operation at the 190 White St. by McLachlan, operating beginning _in 1922. in the limelight. And, although a little 
site only last week. for several years until hat making was However, as the hat in~ustry bit of Danbury history was lost, no one 

Although in recent years new concentrated in the Main Street plant. declined, McLachlan closed the White can say they didn't go out in a blaze of 
industries had moved into the complex, The latter was closed in 1961 and then Street ooeration and in 1961, the final glory. 

Dispatcher l~e·y man in big blaze . 
, .. ,.....~Y l!!AC 9~RM~ER_ 

~ I:' ....... vn .. - ~u a ruaJor fire, such 
as last evening's White Street blaze, the 
success or failure of firefighters at the 
scene could very easily depend on the 
actions of one man located far from the 
smok!;!',an,d the flames. 

H_e i~ the fire department dispatcher 
who not only brings into play the many 
forces involved in fighting a fire but 
also balances them to insure security 
on all fronts. 

The fire alarm for the White Street 
blaze was telephoned at 8:57. A second 
alarm was ordered a few moments lat
er. Soon after the second alarm was 
received, the dispatcher had alerted the 
Connecticut Light and Power Company. 
CL&P maintains a radiq-equipped 
utility truck which was sent to the 
scene to cut off electric power and gas 
if it became necessary . 

The civil defense rescue vehicle was 

dispatched :.to provi~e first aid and 
oxygen· to firefighte~ who mlgtit suffer · 
smoke inhalation, as 'two flre111en did 
last night. 

I 
It is the responsibility of the 

dispatcher to insure security . on all 
fronts. Fifteen~inutes after the fire .. 
alarm was sounded, the Miry Brook 
volunteer company was stationed at the 
foot of East Liberty Street "to protect 
the area of the Federal Fur Co. Many 
burning embers were being carried in a 
south-southwesterly direction early 
during the blaze. 

Germantown volunteers were 
stationed in front of the Hoffman Fuel 
Co. on White Street and Mill Plain 
volunteers were dispatched to the 
Locust Avenue station for standby duty. 

There are simpler but equally 
important duties· handled by the 
dispatcher. The mayor was called and 
arrived at the fire soon after it started. 

T_be Salvation Army was DQtifl~d )Vith 
the Mill Plain Auxiliary \o ~provide 
coffee, doughnuts and soup for tpe 
firefighters. 

Volunteer companies in outlying 
areas were put on an alert to assist in 
case -another fire broke out. The Bethel 
ambulance was brought here to back up 
city ambulances already at the scene. 

The Marjorie water filtration 1,>lant 
was called and told to keep up with the 
additional water demand in the area of 
the fire. 

At 10:40 p.m., the Mill Plain 
volunteers on Locust A venue were 
dispatched to the city dump to douse a 
small fire there. 

And when it was all over, the 
dispatcher was the man who put 
t_ogether the facts and figures 
concerning equipment that was used. 

Last night's dispatcher was 
firefighter Donald Wood. He is one 
tired man today. 
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Raging inferno 
Firemen spray a single stream of water on the raging 
flames engulfing the former George MacLachlan Hat 
Co. compl_ex on White Street last night in a futile attempt 
to save the main building. 

Disadvantage point 
F.irefighters scramble to evacuate the roof of a building 
they were using to spray their hoses on the inner 
complex of the former George Maclachlan Hat Co. last 
night. Their vantage .point caught fire. 

p.~/-;..___ 



8 NEWS-TIMES, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1968 

Mrs. David Wright 

Dies at 89; Long 

Prominent Here 

tlarry McLachlan Dies; Had 
tla jor Hat Industry Role 
DANBURY Harry 
,cLachlan, a leader in the 
en's hat industry for many 
~ars prior to his retirement 
xi a member of a family long 
·ominent m business, civie e,nd 
~ligious affairs in Danbury, 
ed last night at his home in 
e Led g ew oo d Apaxtments, 
:ook.field Center. 
He was 72. Fo.r many years 
e family home was at 20 Deer 
ill Aye. here . 
DuriQg many of the years he 
1ed in Danbury, Mr. 
cLachlan was a trustee of St. 
?ter's Church. He was honored 
• Pope John XXIII in 1959 
, being named a Knight of 
. Gregory the Great and was 
vested in the order b y 
1wrence Cardinilll Shehan of 
1ltimore, then the bishop of 
·idgeport. 
During the years be was presi
nt ol H. McLachlan & Co., 
c., a post in which he 
cceeded his father, the firm 
came the world's largest 
a.nufacturer of fur felt hat 
dies . Its principal plant was 
Rowan St. 

His la.te father, H a r r y 
cLacMan Sr., founded the firm 

1892. It was the first to 
ecialize ,.in the manufacture of 
It :hat bodies, selling them to 
1ishing shops where they were 
mpleted under a variety of 
100 names . , 
Harry McLachlan Sr. died in 
33 and his son and namesake 
>k over the presidency of the 
m. He and four brothers, 
nold Mc.lAlchlan and the late 
ck, GcOl'ge A. a!!d1 J. Donald 
:Lachlan, showed a rare 

Harry McLachlan 

harmony for working togebher, 
each in executive posts . This 
family unity was considered a 
major £actor in the growth of 
the firm during the period when 
hattmg was Danbury's principal 
in<lustry. 

While hatting declined, not 
only here but throughout the 
country, the McLachlan family 
kept the Rowan St. plant g~ 
·until mid-1955. A worldwide 
sh.oJ-tage of rabbit's fur, from 
which most ha.ts a.re made, was 
a major factor in the decision 
to t er m i n a t e manufacturing 
operatians then. 

Mr. McLaoh1an was born in 
Danbury May 30, 1896, son • of 
Harriy and Mm-garet (Byron) 
McLaehlan. 

Joined Business In 1914 
After his ,g.raduat:ion £rom 

Danbury High School ln 1914, 
Mr. McLachlan joined his father 
.in business . 

Young McLaohlan worked in 
all department.5 of bhe pla.nt and 
became well versed in all the 
technical processes. Gradually, 
he relieved his father more and 
more of the respons-ibiUties of 
management. 

He interruplied his hatti111~ 
career to serve in the U.S. 
Marine Corps during World War 
I. 

By 1922 the firm was turning 
out 400 dozen hat bodies a day. 
lf there was a better way to 
do something, Mr. McLaoh"km 
found it - discarding without 
hesitabion' old processes . for 
improved methods. 

Under the supervision of 
Harry McLachlan, many of the 
modern methods and 
mechanical processes of hat
making were originated and 
perfected. 
Sizing Machine Developed 

The McLachlan Co. had a 
major role in developing sizing 
machines which e no rm o usly 
boosted production by · taking 
hat-sizing out of the field of 
hand operations. For e long 
time, the McLachlan firm 
controlled the patent on these 
machines. 

He served for many .years as 

Died 
McLACHLAN- In Brookfield, 

Conn., Dec. 16,1968. Harry Mc
Lachlan, age 72, of Ledgewood 
Apts., Brookfield Center , 
husband of Mrs. Grace (Sul, 
livan) McLachlan. 

Funeral from St. Peter's 
Church, Danbu.ry, Wednesday 
morning at 10 o!clock with a 
High Mass of Requiem. 

Burial in st. Peter's Cem
etery. 

There will be no calling hours. 
In lieu of flowers donations 

may be made to the local Can
cer Fund. 
(Arrangemenits by ,the John C. 

Freeland Funeral Home.) . . . 

an officer and director of the 
U.S. Hat Machinery Corp. 

He and the family also had 
other business interests in Dan
bury and in other areas. 

In the '30's, an additional hat 
plant in Brookfield, Mass., was 
founded under the name of the 
Maclan Hat Co. The hurricane 
of 1938 all but washed the 
factory away in the ensuing 
flood, representing a la r g e 
financial loss. 

Mr. McLach1an promptly 
restored the machinery and 
buildings and p r o d u c t i o n 
resumed within two months. 

Mr. McLachlan served for 
many years as president of the 
Hat Institute, Inc. He also 
headed the Hat Research Foun
dation, formed as ,a broad post
World War II res ear ch 
or,ganization. 

Other Activities 
He represented industries on 

the board of directors of the 
Connecticut Chamber of Com
merce; was a director o'f the 
furmer Danbury National Bank, 
treasurer of the Danbury Build
ing ,and Loan Assn. and member 
of the Board of Estimates of 
the old city of Danbury , He 
was formerly vice president of 
Danbury Industrial Corporation. 

He never sought elective 
o'ffice, although he was 
considered for many years pne 
of the most influential Repub
licans in ,the area. 

Since ,moving to Brookfield 
Center in 1965, he :had been a 
member of St. Joseph's Church 
there. 

He was also a member ol 
McGivney Council, K. of C. 
the Rev. John D. Kennedy Gen
eral Assembly, Fourth Degree 
K. of C,, Danbury Lodge of Elks, 
Joseph A. Treadwell, Post, 
American L'1!gion, anr"th ·c 
Ridgewood Country · Club. 

He leaves his wi'let,Mrs. Gra~e 
Sullivan McLachlan; two · sons, 
Harry McLachlan Jr. and Wil
liam M. McLachlan, both of 
Danbury; 10 grandchildren; his 
brother, Arnold, of , Danbury; 
two sisters, Mrs. Harry Scanlan 
of Danbury and Mrs . George 
Sullivan of Sarasota, Fla., and 
several nieces and nephews. 

The funeral will take place 
in St. Peter's Church Wednesday 
at 10 a.m. The high mass of 
requiem will be offered by a 
family friend, the Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. George B. Curtiss, pastor 
of St. Thomas' Church, Fair- · 
field, and former chancellor of 
the Diocese of Bridgeport. Bur
ial will be in St. Peter's Cem
etery. 

There will be no calling hours . 

DANBURY-Mrs. Mary McLach• 
Ian Wright, 89, of 19 Division St., 
died early today in St. Joseph's 
Manor, Trumbull, where she had 
resided the past two months. 

Mrs. Wright was a member of 
a family long prominent in the 
Industrial and sbclal life of Dan
bury. She was the widow of David 
P. Wright, who was for , many 
years •Fairfield County jailer. 

Her late brothers, Harry Mc
Lachlan Sr. and George A. Mc
Lachlan, founded hat companies 

1 here which bore their names. Her 
late son, Clifton A. Wright, was 
also a hat manufacturer. 

Mrs. Wright was born in Scot
land Oct. 2, 1872, daughter of the 
late John B. and Mary (McDon
ald) McLachlan and came to this 
country 75 years ago. For many 
years she was active in the social 
life of the community. 

She was the last member of her 
Immediate family. 

She leaves four grandchildren, 
Mrs. Thaddeus Kolwlcz and 
George T. Deakin of Danbury, 
First Selectman David W. Deakin 
of Bethel and Mrs. Wllllam Durkin 
of Dunham; 18 great-grandchildren 
and several nieces and nephews. 

In addition to her son, Mrs. 
Wright was the mother of two 
daughters, the late Mrs. George M. 
Deakin and the late Miss Edith 
Wright. 

The funeral will be conducted 
Tuesday at 9:15 a.m. from the 
Johh C. Freeland Funeral Home, 
91 West St., and Ju St. Peter's 
Church at 10 a.m. with a solemn 
mass of requiem . Burial will be in 
Wooster Cemetery. 

Friends may call at the funeral 

I home Monday from ll to 5 ar,1 7 
l to9p .m. · 

Helen D. Mclachlan :~ 
Helen D. McLachlan, 61, of 121 

Villa Circle, Atlantis, Fla., wife of : 
Harry McLachlan, _died Sunday at 
John F. Kennedy Memorial Hospital, : 
Lantana, after a long illness. 

Mrs. McLachlan was botn in Dan- · 
bury, Jan . 2, 1925, daughter of the · 
late J. Augustus and Rena Hodge 
Deakin. A Danbury resident most of . 
her life, she was a member of St. 
Peter's Church and the ' Ridgewood 
Country Club. 

Following her retirement to Flor
ida nine years ago, she was a mem
ber of St. Luke 's Church, Atlantis, · 
and the Atlantic Golf Club. > 

Besides her husband, she is sur
vived by three sons, Harry IV and ··. 
Thomas, both of Danbury, and Mi- : 
chael of Woodbury; four daughters, · 
Grace Goode of New York City, 
Margaret Cerchiara of Endwell, 
N.Y., Susan Brown Qf Bethlehem and .. 
Anne Cowan of Sayre, Okla .; and six · 
grandchildren. . 

Private services will be at the_ 
Green Funeral Home, 57 Main St., ., 
Danbury, Saturday at the conve- · 
nience of the family. . •' 

Burial will be in St. Peter's ~eme,, ··. "1 
tery. ;; 

There are no calling hours. · ,,d, 
Contributions ln !memory of Mrs :'- T• 

McLachlan may be rade to the 
charity of one's choice. 

I- Brenda M. Scranton"/\. 
Brenda McLachlan Scranton, 53, a 

Danbury native, died Jan. 20 in New 
York City after a brief illness. She 
was the wife of John G. Scranton of 
New York City. 

Mrs. Scranton was born in Dan
bury, Aug. 8, 1936, a daughter of the 
late Arnold F. and Mary Burns t\.~ 
McLachlan . "'\ 

She is also survived by a daughter, , 
Susan~ah Whiteside of Pennsylvania; ~ 
two sisters , Janet Jobe of Fairfield -\ 
and Mary C~llerton of Ridgefield; ~ 
and several meces and nephews. J ,\) 

Services were private . ! 
Contributions in memory of Mrs. ' 

Scranton may be made to Memorial 
Sloan- Kettering Cancer Center, 1275 
York Ave., New York, N.Y. 10021. 

(Shea) 
Barry McLa.chlan, Jr. , 

(:a M'Lachlan Enters 
~ Insurance Field 

Har l'y McLachlan, Jr., of 105 
Deer H111 avenue has esta,blished 
1is own insurance and real es

state office. For the time being, 
it will be in his home. 

At the same time Mr. Mc
Lachlan announced he has be
come affiliated with the Equit
able Life Assurance Society as 
an agent. 

This represents an extension 
of his business activities. Mr. 
McLachlan, who has been In the 
real estate field for the past 
three years, will continue on 
that line, although he expects 
to devote a major portion of his 
time to insurance. 

He was for several years as
sistant secretary of the former 
H. McLachlan & Co., Inc, , a hat 
manufacturing firm established 
by his late grandfather, Harry 
McLachlan. During World War 
II, he served with the Second 
Armored division in France and 
was twice wounded in action . 

Mr. McLachlan and his wife, 
the former Helen Deakin, are 
parents of seven children. 
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Raging fire destroys 
former fur factory 

. ........- News-Time, - Brook, 

Anoth;rJ}~ :_nbury landmark burns 
A huge ball of flame dwarfs fire fighters 
in an alleyway of the formef. George 
Mclachlan Co. complex on - White 
Street. The blaze . last ni®t drew 

thousands of spectators, including many 
students from nearby Western 
C.onnecticut State College. 

By STAFF REPORTERS 

DANBURY - The third suspicious 
fire of major proportions in the city in 
less than a week raged through a 
partially-occupied, large industrial 
complex on White Street last night. 

Police Chief William F. Tobin and 
Fire Chief Joseph Bertalovitz said 
today the police department will 
increase patrols immediately in an 
effort to halt the rash of suspected 
arsons which have plagued Danbury 
recently. 

"We don't know yet whether last 
night's fire was deliberately set or 
not," said Tobin, "but the situation is so 
bad that people just naturally assu~e 
every fire we have is arson. 

"But there is no question that 
something must be done. Starting 
tonight, the police department will 

__ Other pictures and stories on Pages Zl, 
zz 

have extra men oq patrol, day and 
night, throughout the city until we solve 
this problem." 

Two men were questioned for more 
than six hours last night by city 
officials investigating the cause of the 
general alarm blaze that destroyed the 
former fur factory of G. McLachlan & 
Sons off White Street, in an area known 
as "The Swamp." 

The suspects were released after the 
questioning. 

Mayor Gino J. Arconti, Police Chief 
Tobin, Fire Chief Bertalovitz, Fire 
Marshal Alton Spencer, and Detective 
Sgt. Edward Keating left the police 
station about 4 a.m. today after 
questioning the suspects. 

The two men were taken from the 
scene of the fire to the police station by 
police acting on the express orders of 
the mayor. 

Police said the two men were seen in 
the area shortly before the fire .broke 
out and were "acting suspiciously." 

Arconti, visibly angered when he 
heard about the suspects, ordered the 
two men brought to the station· for 
questioning. 

The spectacular fire, with damage 
probably reaching into the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, was first reported 

Continued on Page 23 
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NE\ -
Fire levels plant 

Continued from Page 1 
at 8: 58 p.m. It quickly raged out of 
control as firemen and hundreds of 
spectators raced to the scene. 

The major structure in the complex, 
a four-story wood-frame building with 
more than 60,000 square feet of floor 
area. collapsed in a ball of flame 15 
minutes after firefighters arrived. 

Power lines running to the building 
snapped and fell in a flash of blue 
sparks as flames soared more than a 
hundred feet into the night sky. 

The sprawling building at 190 White 
St., now owned . by Samuel Young of 
Danbury, was the former George 
McLachlan & Sons Hat Co., which 
produced hatters' fur. Ranging from 
one to five stories it was occupied by 
four divisions of the North American 
Dye Corp. and the Carey Waterbury 
Co., dye manufacturers. 

North American Dye's Sunset Dytint, 
Colorama, Biosafe and Barrington 
Hand Cream divisions had large 
quantites of stock and machinery, as 
well as a laboratory in the plant. Much 
of this was destroyed even though 
firemen worked feverishly to recover 
over $100,000 dollars worth of on-hand 
stock from the burning buildings. 

Chief Bertalovitz said firemen 
worked closely with the plant managers 
who were at the scene to remove much 
of the valuable stock and equipment. 

The blaze was brought under control 
about 9 p.m. Firemen used a deck-gun 
- two 3-inch hoses attached to the 100 
foot aerial ladder - to "bore into" the 
building with 200 pounds of pressure. 
They then doused the structure and 
surrounding area, using over two miles 
of hose. 

J. Forrest Hobson, owner and 
manager of the Hobson & Botts Co., 
cutlery manufacturers, a plant directly 
in the rear of the dye manufacturing 

complex, said: "It was an absolute 
miracle that not a bit of smoke damage 
and not a drop of water damage 
happened to the building.'' 

The fire drew hundreds of spectators. 
Chief Bertalovi tz said police did an 
outstanding job in keeping spectators 
away but added that "some people 
would do almost anything just to get a 
few feet closer to the fire." 

One spectator was taken to the 
hospital. Leon Robson, 16, of 212 
Southern Blvd., was treated at the 
hospital for exposure. 

Thought to be suspicious in nature, 
the fire officials would not make 
further comment. 

''The building was occupied and two 
of the sprinkler systems were working 
when we got there," said Fire Marshal 
Spencer. 

Chief Bertalovitz said that it may 
take a while to check the scene and sift 
through the rubble, but that the cause is 
not known as yet. 

/} - -,-



Mrs. Harry McL~clJ.'i!.i1sr. 
Mrs. Grace McLachlan, 82, formerly · 

of Deer Hill Ave., Danbury, died 
Wednesday at Glen Hill Convalescent 
Center. She was the widow of Harry 
McLachlan Sr., owner of the former- H. 
McLachlan & Sons Hat Co., Danbury. 

She was born in Salem, Mass., Feb. 
24, 1899, daughter of the late Michael 
and Mary Crouse· Sullivan. Mrs. 
McLachlan lived in Danbury most of 
her life, and also maintained a home in 
Sea Island, Ga., for many years. She 
was a member of St. Peter's Church, 
Danbury. 

She is survived by two sons, Harry 
McLachlan Jr. of Lake Worth, Fla., and 
William McLachlan of Danbury; a 
brother George Sullivan of Florida; 
l0grandchildren; four great-grandchil
dren; and several nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services will be conducted 
Tuesday at 9:15 from the John C. Free
land Funeral Home, 336 Main St., Dan
bury, to St. Peter's Church for a Mass of 
Christian Burial at 10 a.m. 

Burial will be in St. Peter's Ceme
tery. 

There are no calling hours. 
Friends are asked to omit flowers. 

Contributions in her memory may be 
made to the Kidney Foundation of 
Connecticut, 920 Farmington Ave., West 
Hartford, Conn. 06107. 
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Donald K. Mclachlan 
:: Donald K. McLachlan, 44, of 852 
fdonroe Drive Northeast, Atlanta, 
Ga., formerly of Danbury, died sud
<lenly in Atlanta yesterday morning. 
: Mr. McLachlan was born in Dan
bury, July 20, 1938, a son of the 
fate J. ,. Donald and Alice Keane 
McLachlan. He moved from Dan
~ury to St. Petersburgh, Fia., in 
1953. He attended Rollins College in 
Winter Park, Fla., and bas made his 
~ome in.Atlanta since 1970. 
: Mr. McLachlan js survived by a 
brother, James S. McLachlan of New 
York City, and a sister, Mrs. Bernard 
f polan Jr. of Danbury. 
, A ·Mass of Christian Burial will be 
celebrated at St: Pe.ter's Church, 

. i;>anbury, at a time to be announced. 
• Interment will be at St. Peter 
Cem~tery. 
: There will be no calling hours. . 
· The Tomlinson Homestead, 336 

Main St., Danbury, is in charge of 
~rrangements. ., 
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Civic leader 
A·. McLachlan 

DANBURY - Arnold F. McLachlan, 
a longtime civic leader and member of 
a family prominent in the men's hat 
industry when it flourished in Danbury, 
died today at the Glen Hill Convalescent 
center . He was 69 and lived on 
Ohehyahtah Place. 

Mr. McLachlan was a longtime 
member of the Danbury Board of 
Education and chairman of the school 
building committee during the 1950s. 

A licensed . pilot ,and aviation 
enthusiast, Mr. McLachlan also served 
for many -years on the Danbury Airport 
Commission. 

For many years he served as a 
trustee and vice chairman of the board 
of Fairfield Hills Hospital, Newtown. In 
that peri"od, there was no state 
department of mental health and the 
trustees had full authority · for the 
ope.ration of each institution. 
· In 1959, Mr. McLachlan received The 
News-Times Civic Achievement Award 
for his contributions to education, 
transportation and mental health. 

Arnold Francis McLachlan was the 
last survivor among five brothers who 
became associated with their father in_ 
H. McLachlan & Co., a leading producer 
of fur felt hat bodies for six decades. 

He was born in Danbury Dec. 19~ 1904, 
son of Harry and Margaret Bryon 
McLachlan. He joined his father's 
eompany in 1925 and became secretary 
and vice president after it was 
incorporated in 1929. His brothers, the 
late Harry, Jack, George and J. Donald 
McLachlan, were also. officers of the 
firm. The company had its main plant 
on Rowan Street, now· occupied by 
Castro Convertibles. 

The Park Avenue, Roberts Avenue, 
Hayestown A venue and Mill Ridge 
schools were built during Mr. 

· McLachlan's service as school building 
chairman. 

Mr. McLachlan was a director of the 
Savings Bank of Danbury and a member 
of St. Peter's Church. 

His wife was 1the late Mary Bums 
McLachlan. 

He leaves three daughters, Mrs. 
Robert Cullerton of Ridgefield ~ Mrs. 
Janet Jobe of Danbury and Mrs. John 
Scranton of New York City; five 
grandchildren; two sisters, Mrs. Harry 
Scanlan of Danbury and Mrs. George 
Sullivan of Sarasota, Fla., and several 
nieces and nephews . 

The funeral will take place in St. 
Peter's Church Monday at 10 a.m. with 
a Mass of Christian Burial. There are no 
calling hours. Friends have been asked 
to omit flowers. 

Burial will be in St. Peter's 
Cemetery. (Arrangements by John C. 
Freelaµd Funeral Home) . 




