Old Stete Hoad, R.D. #2
Brookfield, Co necticut
August 6, 1968

lajor Geseral Jamis C. Fry
¢ The Nationmal Press Iuce
128 C Street, NE
Washington, D.C. 20002

Dear General Fry,

I tave just read your recestly published accouat of the
350th, amd, lmowing the effort asd sgony thet gas Lato writing «
work of this ms ture, I thought you misnt apprecliete kaovlag that this
regder fousd the results of your ¢fforts most rewardinge

in my opiniom, tne very special characuer of the book
is the clear picture of the role of the reglnental commencer ia a come
bat situsatiom, for other reports of the war which I nave s ven geuorally
concent ate either on the overall vicw eof the fighting or focus on
such smeller umit: as the squsd or the compamy. Lm peoular accounts,
et lesat, the place of the leader im the intermediary echelons i1ndced
has been slighted heretofore. '

0f course I probadly read with grescest personal interest
those s ections devoted to tne particular battles witu whlch L hed
direct scqueiantence. Imasmuch as L luft the 88th after ve riach:d Ssn
Minlate, whenm I was appointed a 2and li¢utenant MAC and transferred
olsewhere, + fuered I might fiad tae remainmuer of the book less eX=
citluge But tnis .as not the case, Im fact, L foumd the accouat of the
fignting morth of tie ArmRe €Vem more vivid tnsm d¢arlier sectlions. MNere-
over, L learned for th filrst time what had Lappened to battalion
nembers L hed kmown so well, althiough it was distressimg to s¢e S0 many
af them, one by one, disappesr from the scene.

Kesdlmg your book has alse induced me to resurr«cv old
némories emd to swearch out a few notes I had made immedie tely after
the wer ss well es the letters L had writtean home to my femily. As you
noted, each persom soes & diiferent war, depunding upon his particulsr
sitistion, and my viewpolmt was that of a medic with the srd Battalion
ald ststim. Consequently, my remories attach events o where ald
atations were located amd met to larpger military strategy. ilm most
insiances, however, 1 am able to coordimate ihe war as I saw it with
your sccount amd thst recorded im the divisim histery. Howewr, 1inm
one s ection of tne fighting =- from Fomdl te Roceagorgs -- I cannot
always match the details. A fow examples will 1llustrate wnet [ mean:

l, If 1 follow your chremelegy correctly, the lst snd Srd
Battallems reached Reccasecca om the eveaing of May 2¢mnd. The diviéiom



histery, The Blue Devils in Itely, claims (page 85) May 24th as the
proper date. By my reckoning the 22md caald be eorrect, although I
ar sure w. ald not eccupy the house above the towan thut servedsss
our aid station until the 23rd. : : s

‘ 2. You speak'cof a medic mamed "Sam Levine". You would.
find ne record of him because the cerre¢ct mame you were tryimg te
recall was Sam Rubim, @ 3rd Bsttailomn company sld man, The division
‘histery notes thet ne received the Broaze Star Hedal. He came frem
Califermia, the Sam Framclisce area + peleive. .

3+ Probably because o space llmitatioms you did net
mote that ome of the plper cubs which came ever the sres with nessages -
crashed on the high ground sboeve Roccasecca. These planes alse
dropmp d supplies, includimg mortar shells, boxes of chocolate teo
supplement our dwiwndling foed supply and carrier plgeons. (We im the
aid strtion ate one of the latter thet had brokem its wiag wien the
oage landed too roughlyl): . :

4, You mote the arrival of U.S. tanks while we were im the
valley orn the 26th. Hewever, you may met have kmown tnat they had
come up on our Yeft flemk durimg the eftermeem of the LHth. Captain
Stratmu and I crawled out to em observati m point and with field
glasses watched them far belew pass our pesitiem amd blest ememy-held
houses im the valley shead ef us, perhaps im the area of Priverne.

5. At least in term of eld station movewen ts, teeo many
svents relatiag o the capture of the Ammaene Velley and' Reccegorgs
sesm compressed inte too few days. I well re.ember the 26th, for all :
the 3rd Batteliom aid statlon personnel came noar to beimyg obliterated
while cré¢ssing the valley whem vie were ceught im trne opem by shells '
from a Germam 88. Fortuaately not a simgle indivicual was hit, but
we, and #ll whe were watshing, theugiht we weére dene Ier,. Cauptain
Hetchkiss was wounded shartly after this emnd we treated him, along
with a good many others, in a ststlon e¢stablished in a sml 1 church.
Mgy memory places the tanks firiang iate eur ewn troeps &s beirg on the
follewing day (27th). Ve were mot far im auvamce of the tanks Cthemselves
as tiey fired over our heads inte the hill directly im fromnt of us,
Perhaps Hoccegorga wass ecured thet day alse, but L de not kmow. It was
not until the followlinmg day (28th) that the ald ste tiom moved te a house
ia the hills above Reccagorga, where we were locsated fer severanl days
until the battaliom moved by truck te rejolm the push fe Heme -=- and
I went to a hospltal at Anzie with & raging fever. (Accerdimg to the '
division history the Arasene River lime was cliared late on the <8th,
gad the division meoved back inte the lime om Jume <mnd.)

Unfortunately, by chromelogy of these happenings is
based on memory, scanty motes, sad some comments in my letivers houmg.
It certainly is pessibvle that your recellections are mare accurite
them mine, but I think it werth checking for the sake of histarical .
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accuracy. And happily, me matter which versiom 1s cerrect, these
are but miner detalls that deo met alter the oessentisl elomem ts of
the sccount itso;f; i B

: Throughout the book you have made reference to official
disries er histories of the verieus battalions. i1 assume these ere
in manyscriot, and I weuld appreciate knewing where they are deposited
and if they are availalpe fer research purnposes.

1 dlé net mean te be so werdy whem L begaa what was to
be a brief note expressimg my sprreciation ef yeur beok. I hepe you
will excuse my excess &f eathusiamsm, but I get carried away in recalling

these events thet in many ways seem se lemg age and , in other wvays, 89
very rocent. : ;

Simcerely yours,

Truman Ae. Warner
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