














6 BROOKFIELD.

who belonged to no particular denomination, except
they were permanent and persistent oppositionists to all
rigor, or ‘ha‘rdship, in any and every established order or
form of religious or social life, sought to emancipate
themselves, and their children, from areligious taxation
and ecivic thralldom they abliorred, claiming the right
to worship God after the dictates of their own sweet
will,or notat all, as the Spirit within might move them—
banded together to form an independent Parish,or anew
Township, under the proposed name of NEWBURY, in
honor of the combined nomenclature of the triple town-
ships out of whose domain they proposed to form a sepa-
rate Community.

Eary in 1782 an organization was formed in the pro-
posed Parish, to petition the General Assembly of the
late Colony (now state) of Connecticut, for a charter of
incorpation as a separate town. The enterprise was
new; the petitioners were inexperienced in dancing at-
tendance on the legislative body of the State that was
so recently a Colony—besides their organization was de-
fective, and the difficulties of combining and blending
the concessions of two different counties, and three
several townships—a task always difficult and sometimes
insuperable—and it is not strange that their application
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was not granted until it had been agitated repeatedly
year after year, in several successive Legislatures, until
in the session of 1788, on the 10th day of June, the peti-
tion was granted, and BROOKFIELD became the name
of the new corporation. This was the year before George
Washington became the first President of the United
States of America, and fifteen months before the ratifi-
cation and adoption of our grand and glorious National
Constitution.

The philology of the proposed name of Newbury is
derived from a blending of the first syllable in the names
of the two townships that had contributed the most

territory and population to its formation, and “bury”
~ was the last syllable in the name of the town that had
contributed the least. ‘

But, “the best laid plans,” says the Scotech Poet, “go
aft agee”—so instead of the well chosen, complimentary
and philologically correct Newbury, Brookfield was
substituted, and became the legal title of the newly in-
corporated entity, derived from the double counties and
triple townships we dwell in to-day,and to-nightdelight

to honor as our home.
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