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REMARKS.

The American Squadron is anchored oppofite
Montville, within 4 miles of Norwick, and confid -
ered perfetly fafe from any attack.

FORT GRISWOLD,

commanded by Major LEg, is a ftrong picketed
Fort, and erefted on the fame cite where the fort
was during the revolutionary war. Itis a com-
manding pofition, with ftrong baftions fronting the
river, and mounting extenfive batteries of heavy
cannon 18 and 24 pounders; the height of this fort
is about 150 feet above the level of the river, and
fo fituated as to pour on the decks of the enemy’s
thips in the channl, heavy fhot, grape and cannif -
ter, with 2 furnaces for heating balls, which in a
fhort time would fet them on fire or fend them to
the bottom.

THE WA TER BATTERY,

is juft below For¢ Griswold and is alfo a command -
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ing pofition mounted with heavy cannon and fituat -
ed about 75 feet above the level of the river.

FORT TRUMBULL,

commanded by Capt. LaTHROP, or RICHARDS, is a
fmall Fort but confidered impregnable; the walls
are 20 feet high and fixteen feet thick and able to
ftand the fire of the heavieft fhips in the Britifh
Navy. The river in a dire¢t line between Fort
Trumbnll and Fort Griswold, is about three quar -
ters of a mile wide, fo that every‘fhot from the Forts
on either fide would ftrike the enemy’s fhips any
where within the entrance of the River. It would
be utterly impoffible for them to lay in the Channel
between the Forts.

THE GARRISONS,

are compofed of detachments from Lt. Col. A. BEN-
jamMIN’s 37th Regt. of Infantry, and a company of
the 3d artillery. The troops are in a good ftate of
health and difcipline, and the officers commanding,
particularly Major LEg, are highly refpedtable.
The Forts will be well defended in cafe of an attack
by the enemy, which however is not at all proba -
ble, as they are well apprifed of the ftate of prepa -
ration to receive them.

Lieut. Col. A. BenjamiN has the care of the
recruiting fervice for the diftrict of New - London.
This gentleman is one of the remaining revolution -
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ary Officers, and has ferved under MONTGOMERY
and ButLERr; he has feen much fervice and is every
way calculated to promote the difcipline of his
corps, and to render important fervice to his Coun -
try. He has all the a&tivity of a young man of 30
years of age, a man of known courage, prudent,
yet energetic, and as a further recommendation of
this gentleman he is a ftaunch republican and a
firm friend of the adminftration in words and ac-
tions. 1f he had been poffeffed of the controuling
power over our troops at the time of the attack on
Pettipaug the troops would not have advanced
from the garrifons at the late hour they did on that
occafion to attack the enemy. If Col. Benjamin
had received information of the enemy’s attack at
10 o'clock he would not have delayed their march
till 4 ¢’clock in the afternoon. He would not have
waited till the laft hour before he marched the
troops. He would have headed them himfelf and
every man of the enemy would have been fecured,
and this is the general opinion amongft the
moft refpectable people in New - London. He has
no doubts about the juftice of the war; he is no
enemy to the adminiftration; he does not revile
them on all occafions as fome other officers do; he
will not favour the efcape of the enemy; he would
not have refufed the citizens a few pieces of flying
artillery to attack the enemy if they had called
upon him.
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THE BLOCKADING SQUADRON,

confifting (generally as ftationary fhips) of the La
Hogue 74, frigate Statira and Nimeon, were at an-
chor on Friday 15th ult. about 7 miles from New-
London infide of Fither and Plumb Iflands. They
occafionally up anchor and ftand in under full fail
for about a mile, no doubt for the purpofe of excit-
ing alarm at New- London, but the people have got
over ufelefs fears as they have full reliance on the
protection of the forts, which no doubt are ample
fecurity againft any attack of the enemy.

N. B. At the entrance of the Harbor will be perceived
a little Island, with a tree npon it, which very much resem -
bles & Torpedo. It is two miles from Fort Trumbull, and
such good marksmen are they at the Fort, that they hiterally
took a limb off the tree by a cannon shot.

PETTYPAUG AFFAIR.

The foul ftain fixed forever on the prieft -rid -
den State of Conne(ticut, by the daftardly conduct
of the inhabitants, in the affair at Pettypang, will
be recorded on the page of hiftory to their everlaft-
ing fhame and difgrace. That 150 men, from the
enemy'’s fhips, fhould be permitted to land and def-
troy fo much property, in open day, without refift-
ance, can be accounted for in no other way, than
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by the debafed ftate of the public mind in that State.
Although Massackusetts is funk in difgrace by the
deleterious efforts of a vile and unprincipled fac-
tion, yet fhe is not yet quite fo loft to honor, as to
hold up one cheek to be fmote, to fave the other;
or to make a daftardly bargain with the enemy, to
give up their valuable fhips, to fave a few pitiful
hamlets on the fea-fhore. Shame, fhame upon
fuch condu&. Let the war be juft or unjuft, no
people ever ought to difgrace themfelves by a mif -
erable and cowardly truce with the enemy.




(]

¢ The blockade of New London was kept up in 1814, and
as early as April a party of British seamen and marines,
in several small vessels ( each armed with a 9 or 12 pound -
er), under the Command of Lieutenant Coote, of the Royal
Navy, went up the Connecticut River in the evening, and
at four o’clock the next morning, ( April 8. 1814 ) landed
on Pautopaug Point, seven miles from the Sound, spiked
the heavy guns found there, and destroyed twenty two ves -
sels, valued at one hundred and sixzty thousand dollars. At
ten o’clock they went down the river two or three miles to
Brockway’s Ferry, where they indulged in ssmilar incends -
ary sport. In the mean time a body of Militia, with some
marines and sailors from Decatur’s vessels in the Thames,
under Captain Jones and Lieutenant Biddle, gathered on
the shore and endeavored to cut off their retreat, but, under
cover of darkness that night, and with the silence of muffled
oars, they escaped.

( Lossings Pictorial Field Book of the War of 1812, Chap. 88
.. 888
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