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BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 273 56 / Town No.: Site No.:

STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' ) UTM ¢ ' Vo ] l ' | 'y
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION | s L 4ddg H I

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 QUAD:

(203) 566-3005 BISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY

Os One | Oacvel [ eornal

[ R BUN.-PING MAME (Common) (Hiatorlc)
Long Ridge United Methodist Church
Z. TOWN/CITY VILLAGE COUNTY
3 Danbury Fairfield
E 3 STREET AND NUMBER (and/ or Tocation)
v Long Ridge Road & Passway
& [T OWNERTS)
2|  Long Ridge United Methodist Church Opubiic (X peivere
& [ USE Freseni) THIstorlc)
Church l Church
6. EXTERIOR VB! 5 TFYES, EXPLAIN
ACCESSIBILITY Eﬂm VBIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD MNTERIOR ACCESSBLE
TO PUBLIC: | B Yes DNo @Yes DNo For services
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
Greek Revival ) 1842
8. MATERTALTST (1adIcate uae of locailon when appropriate) o
¥
Clapboard D Asbestos Siding D Brick D (Sp:c'lfy)
D Wood Shingle D Asphalt Siding D Fieldstone
D Board & Batten D Stucco D Cobblestone
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone
Siding Type: D Type:
5, STRUCTURAL SYSTEM
o, D Wood frame @ Post and beam D balloon
=
D Load bearing masonry D Structural iron or steel
[ other (specify)
T0. ROOF (Type)
@ Gable D Flat D Mansard D Monitor D sawtooth
Other
z D Gombrel D Shed D Hip D Round D (Specify)
o
E {Material)
= Roll
§ D Wood Shingle D Asphalt D Tin D Slate
w Other
s [E Asphalt shingle D Built up D Tile D(Specify)
11. NUMBER OF STORIES| APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS
One + Attic 28 x 56
T2, CONBITTON {Structural) {Exterior)
D Excellent E Good D Fair D Deteriorated D Excellent Good D Fair D Deteriorated
13. INTEGRITY (Location) WHEN 7 (Altarations} IF YES, EXPLAIN
@ ?I':-"lglnal DMoved Yes [:I No |Addition
T4. RECATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES
D Barn D Shed D Garage D Other landscape features or buildings (Specify)
Carrl
D h:.':.:g. D Shop I:] Garden
15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT
D Open land m:&d- @ Residential @ Scattered buildings visible from site
| D Commercial ::‘l‘::;.- B Rural D High building density
- 16. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS
The building stands on an elevated site overlooking a discontinued stretch of
Long Ridge Road.
(OVER)
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@

| 17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior)
The church is rectangular, with its gable end facing the road. The church is

3 three bays deep, with twelve over twelve over twelve sash, and with a 14 foot

3 addition to the rear which contains a choir recess, inner stairway, and a

: small kitchen. It rests on a foundation of cut granite blocks, with a fully

§ pe@imented facade with wide frieze carried on Doric corner pilasters. A belfry

| rises above the pediment with cornice and wooden cresting carried on Doric

g pilasters. The entry, is through a single vestibule, with double-leaf doors,

L above which is a five-light transom, frieze and cornice carried by simple

§ Doric pilasters. In the rear is a large stained glass window.

g

| VB KHACHITECT BUTCBEE

Rory Starr, possibly
[~ 15, HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANGE

A Methodist society was organized among Starr's Plain and Long Ridge residents
shortly after 1793, when circuit rider James Coleman began to ride the Redding
circuit. In 1820, a church was built near the site of this one and in 1842,

- the present church was erected. In 1897, a 14 foot addition was made to the

v rear, and a second one in 1955, for a kitchen. The church shared preachers

3 at first with West Redding, which is only about a mile and a half to the south.

i The proximity to Redding contributed to the success of this society; Aaron

= Sanford of Redding was the first male convert to Methodism in New England in

A 1789 and West Redding was the scene of summertime camp meetings during the
late nineteenth century. The church is significant not only for its long
historical association with the area but as a good example of a small, rural
Greek Revival church. Rory Starr, a master builder who died in 1843, was a
lay Methodist preacher who serviced this church and may have been its designer.
The belfry with its cresting resembles his Frederick S. Wildman House built
the same year as the church.

o Danbury Tax Assessor's Records (1933 & 1977); The Long Ridge United Methodist

o Church, 1820-1963; Todd, History of Redding
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[ PHOTOGRAPHER BATE

= William E, Devlin Jan., 1986

‘_-E;’ VIEW NEGATIVE ON FILE

:L_ north facade & west elevation| Conn., Historical Commis

>~ DATE

: Imogene Helreith April,

w | ORGANIZATION

f Danbury Preservation Trust

X

o

et P.0. Box 2201, Danbury, CT 06813

i, SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATIONS

ST THREKTS TO BUILDING OR SITE

)-B No’noAlmown D Highwoys D Vandolism D Developers D 0
] Renewal D Prvate D Deterloration D Zoning DE
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